
More About The T Overprlnts

Therehasbeenamodestbutveryinterestingresponseto
some of ttıe questions wlıich r posed in nıy article about tlıe

Turkish T ove]:prints of 19o5-o9 (opar Jourİral No,160), This

was fo11owed, as members wi1l be aware, by the reproduction,

on pages 38-42 of the Opa1 - Tughra Times Specia1 fssue, of

a fully representative se]"ection of ttre best exalıples in John

Gartonls ttHiglettıl col1ection. And J now Lıave some very Lrelpfu]

additions and comments from three of our overseas menlbers, Count

Kinsky of Switzerland, Menactrim'trlayo of America and Eckhardt

Redecke of West Germany. Thank you, geırtlemen, for your interest

and lor tal(ing the trouble to report your Lroldirrgs,

Eefore touchin4J on a fert specific exanıples wtlich nternbers

ıii11 lrcbai]11, 1ike tc see, I can perhaps sum up the preserrt

sta:e of research as fo1lo\üs:
1. The sıor1, exİenis into anc] be1,ond tLre Great war periodi

certaln1], into the _{n50ra era. The 1ateSt dateCi piece witlr a

poStage Starp uSeci as a due la]ıe1 'lıy tilc application of a T lllark

içhich r have Seen or hac reported to ]]]e has a Cancellation of

l4 Septenıber 1)2I. Severa1 sheets in the "ili8lett'l col1ection

are headed llProvisiona1 POStage Due StampS 19Ll+-r)24", but t}rat

description nay be misleading. The 1914 date iS too 1ate for

some of the stam]]s illustrated, and t]ıe 1924 date is meant to

signify a ternina1 date for the period covered by t}ıe cöllection,

John Garton tells me tlıat tlıe supposition tlıat suctr very 1ate

usages exist is based upon tlıe assrımptions tLrat (a) no postage

due labels were issuerl during the Sultan ltohammed vI period,

ano (ıı) the T handstamps were sti1l in use at that tiıne, So,

alttrcıugh I have not seen a postage stamp rviıiclr was issued after

1921 overprintecl or cancelled by a T mark, it seems reasonably

likely that future cliscoveries will extend the 1921 date, !,'e

sti1l need many nıore detai1s if we are going to be able to get

to the bottom of this rıatter, but if our members vi11 please

keep the information. flowing (particularly with photocopies of

complete covers and datecl pjeces) we ııay eventually be ab1e to

actlieve a fairly complete survey of these very interesting

usages. Their true status, within the anıbit of Turkish philately

.and posta1 history, certainly deserves a wider recognition,
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2.WehavenotseenanyTllrkis]rpostalregulationsor
directions concerning ttre preparation and use of these staıı;lıs,

nor any contemporary reports alıout them, If arry ıilerjıber can

Supply that deficiency, it rgotr],<i be most welconıe, Colmt Xinsky

LraS observed, in his 1etter to İiie: !iI beliewe that any unrler-

frankeci Lette r s]rorılcl trave one T fronr ttıe dlspatch off ice,

anr] a pencillecl T if a caırcellatiorr was ııot available, aırd

a postage a]ue star]| with the ciated cancellatiorr; or, if a

postatge clue sta:ıılı was not available, a norı)a,l staı]p cancelled

rvitlı a T.'t AJt}ıougtı I a5ree eıtirely rgitlr tlıat o1ıserwation,

it vo1l1.1 Sti1] bc nice to see ttre officia1 PoStal regulation

instructinc tile'l'urkis}r post office staff al)out t}ıe use of

norinal poStage Stailtps for posta;;e due 1ıiırllnses,

]. No exailp ieS Se-^r to t]ave tr]rnec] 1]]) use(] in Sıı\,rlra

(Tzmir) , tlıouglı Snyrna certainly hacl a T marlı (Fi4ç,11) , wlıic}ı

Count ]iinsky Showecl on an undcrpaici reply_carcl rrsecl in 1!l15,

The Srıyrna 'I' l,,as Lrsed in t}ıe norııa1 rvay, to :Lndicate to the

receiwing off ice that pQStaee cjue rıeerjeci ,to Lıe Co1],eCted,

and when tlıe carct reac}red Seidikerıy i]-t, cllar81] was tlea], b w:ith

by the use of a 2r] p^ros dlıe ] a,be1 of the T]radbury ı{ilkirrsorr

1!)14 issrıe. Put rlas nolrody ever seel1 t}ıe Sınyrı:r T used to

overprjnt or to calace1 a postaçe Sta]]1) for posta3,e dıle 1ılrposcs?

4. we need to dist jırgııish 1ıetrvecrr posta1,,e sta:l1;s ıl,ilicir

rgere ltoverprjnted" lgith a T !üar}i iıi orcler to corıwert tlreı l jrıto

postage due sta],ps (rv}ıich wou1(] tlren be cancellec] rı:i t[ı tlıe

ordirrary toh,n clatcsta]ıp at t]ıe tf ııe of rrse ) and t] e 1;ostage

stanpswlıiclrwererıscdforpostageriuepurllcıses(ııtıjC]rl{er'e
generally cancellec1 alıd tiec] to cover tıy a T ıııarli) , Coı,iılete

entires l.ith either usae:e Se e|i to lıe ver_v scarCe 1rlclelı:ti ,

Coıınt ](insl(y sa_vS tlrat in o1d co_11ccticıııs orrc colıJ r] o1-teıi

find ııiırt Sta,, l)S, usuallv of tire 19()5 iSsue, rı,ittı cli{,fererrt

T overprintS alwayS rvel1 centrec1, l]e urlı]erstalırjs tiıat tiıcst,

were ııacle for Sta,],D dealerS, ı"ho triecl to sc11 tl,ır::il :ıs 1ıostal;e

rlue 1abels. Iie ad|-ds that he 1ıas not Co;İC acroSS atl1, ııiılt

starps luith a T }ref Ore tlıe 1!t)! j sSue, a]ld none af ter t]re

19o8 issue, altlı:,rr13-tl ttıey ııa_v exist, TlroSe interostil,_ii o1)ser-

vatioııs 1fould seef,ü to srı6,;ç;est tl]at if, as ]\:e i,lüirflü is certairl ,

the })ostage StalllpS of tlıis period ı"erı soi,],ti|,lL-S overl]rjnt€jd

by handstailıping tlıeı;ı with ttre loca1 ;ıost of'l']i ce ls T in orcler

to convert tlreıı froıı postalle sta] ,r]s into i-,ostai]e dLıe 1?]})els,
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it js ncıt surprisi.ng tl]at soi!|e sup, Lics ııere ''lii,ı:ı:aıı_cclıı
from stock, or special]y produceıl bı, 1-ar.our, i]] oıdeT t()
cater f or t}!e deİ|an(is of t j ıı staı ıı deaf ers . 1j!(l.]CC, tl]e.

clealers nav 1ıave beerı perfcctllı çç1".aa, af Ler a11, :|ır

aclwcrtising t]]er for sale as post:ı,,i;c cLııe sta::1ıs.
5. T}rere seeıı to be sonıe forerrrrıners of t]ıc ;;;crc rcıi;ırlar

usaı:ies of ] !](]5 orrüfards. }]err Redecke }ıas slıo.,r,n iiıe a :]() l)ar.ls
car;lirıe of tj]e I,]]ı;P:Ci'T(]ti4N 1t-lSlı issrıe, Forf.11}, r,,lı:icıı 1,,ı,,..ı
1il<e pa_rt of a T ııarlı (lrj_g.12); but, tıeiıı11 on a 1()ose sti] ır,
it is in:possib] e to ].now exactly ıı.ha b j t j s or iıor,ı it r,,ırs

used. T}re portion of t}ıe dollble-rinP.. datestaııp lr]rich a,lso
appears on ttre stanıp shoıvs t}re startiıı€j 1etters ST İiıeriıaps
for Stanboul), but no legible date. It ııay not be a postaı;.,e
due usage at aLI, for the suplıoseC T is not verlı clear, aiıtl,
eııerı if it is a T, it could 1ıawe been used on a.n Lr]](.lerpa_i (.

cover and been struck b! n;istalie partly over t]]e sta:,ıl; r.,ilic]l
represented tlre insuffı'_cierrt fralıkl:r3. }Jolrever, ji'it i,s a
posta?r,-e stamp used as a due, it correspon(is to a LrSa3.e lrj]lic]i
t{as shoıgJl to ne by CouıIt ]iinsl<y, al]d nentioned alstı iıy ..ııx
}iayo. oıı the r'everse of a]1 underpai(l letter Seilt l'roi] ];al ,iettt:
in Aııgust li:j!/ (ıvittr a_n ]ıg)/ptj_an T mark on tire İ-roat ajl(j a
manuscript'!fr.10l!d,rre calcula.tion on tire back) are a o]]e
pj astre 1-rrinted ı:atter sta:n]] ancl a verticall;ı bisecteci tııo
piastres, each tiecl separately by Reyroutkr's T nıark but s}rariır6
a doLrble-ri.ng ne},roırth clates-banp (lıg.13 ) . I tİıiııl< .ütrat theSe
are just excelrtiona1 usases, arıd ır.ere only e!i]lj-1oyct. becaiısc
of söme tenıporar_\, shortage of postage <lue 1abels. I have ,

in ıııy orın col1ect j on, a sieilar 2 piastres bisect , usec1 at
i]rousse in 13!B (l"lş. r4 ). T}rese things are in,teresting- cur_io-
sities, but r do not think the}, a(ivaiıce our researcires irrt<ı
the Post-190J period, rtl:eır nosta,3e Stai |})S }ıaı]. tcl be userj oıı
a Hore resTlar tıasis for postage due purlıoses.

Let =e noç 1ook at a f et, items .ıvlriclr ha1,.] not bceıı rrc i;ec1

prewiousl_ı:.
§cliilardt Redecke sent rıe , airong his col j ect i(,n, a;: Aül j.Ora

20 ııaras deıicti.ng Srıyrrıa Harbour (llsteO a3 a LırJ22 issrre lıy
Gibbons, i"ut as 7P?a by Fasser, aırcl illiis Lfateci on Passerls
Plate 34) ceiıtrally ''overprintecl'l vitlj tire lar1-:e T iiarli of
Staııbolı1 aııc1 tied to piece by a. Stanı}ıorİ1 dateSta|:p of 1Serı-
te i:ıbcr 1ç21 (Fi,T.15 ) . Iie aiso l1as a]]ot]]er stai:1] 1ı.iti-i icjeııt j cıı].
ılı;ı.rl<jlı{l,s lıı-rt 1oose, ratLrer tiıan tiecl to piece, tlris i,eirr{;. j.ıı
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alı re§pectE, j,ncıudln* datö, tho samo ag Johİı GartoıİlE oxhlbdt
at the bottom of pa8€ 42 or trıe !İecent opal _ Tughra tİnea
speciaı-Iseueı Another loose stamp from Herr Redeckelğ coıleotİon
shahığ the sanıe markin8g on a lO paras plctori.al of 1920. rt
wağ used 1n 1P2O ıclth the Stamboul datestampr. and has the T
mark struck sidewaysr.ratlıer than upright, and about one-third
of the T mark off, tha stamp. Thi8 Euggegts usag€ of the poğtage
ğtamp as a due .].abel, rather than a preİJ.mİ.nany overprinting
of the stamp in order to tıırn it İnto a label. rt would be
inğtructive to flnd some examples orr cover

count I(insky,alğo contributes another §plendid Ahgora
piece, a oovef, di.spat.ched to Konia on P September 1P21 froın
an illegible office. It was posted unpaid, and col].ected,
in addition to the datestarnp of origiıı, a T marlc which closely
resenıb].es the contemporary starnboul type. count kinslty explains
that the letter rate at the time ıı,as ! kurush, so 10 kurustı,
was payable for postage due. This doub].e deficiency is repre-
senteü by two J kurush Angora stanps, eac}r tied by a Konia
datestamp of ].4 September 1P2J. and sharing a T mark ııı}ıic.}ı
mLlst obvioırsJ.y belong to l(onia. It is a very attractive
iteın (rig. 16 ) .

One of the T marks which T mentioned but did not i].lustrate
in. my original article was ttre rectangula3 trand,staınp from Pera.
It ;ığ shown as No.8 among Higlettls illustrations. This İs
one_of no fewer ttran nine examples wtıic}r are in Jöhn GartontslıHigletlıl coJ-lection, two of which can be seen on page 40 otr
the Opal - Tuglıra Times Special Tssue. A11 of ttrese are on
postage stamps which se6m to trave been |loverprintedtl for use
as due labels, aıd John Garton has two 1ate examples (a one
piastre of the ].914 issue and a one piastre 'ıGal].ipoli lvlapf )ııhich also show portions of datestaıips. Howeverr_this parti-
cular T mark was a]_so used as a canceller oh postage stamps:
Eckhardt Redecke strorts a 20 paras of 1909 tj.ed. to plece (rig.l!),
and Corrıt Kinsky the same stamp, also tied to piece but otherııise
uncance].1ed, alongsid,e a one piastre ]rostage due labe1 of ttıe
1PO8 series, with a Stamboul arriwa]. datestamp. if these
belong togettrer, to make up a 60 paras postage d,ue ctıarge,
it ı,aises the question whether the stambou]. office was af-so
equipped with an. l-dentlcal rectangu].ar type of T mark. *

AIso in the. J(insky col]_ection is a 2 pi GPO ğtamp of lİ
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1plJ, cancelled by an unframed bilingual T (Fie.18). Unfor-
trınately, ıse ha.ve no 1ead as yet regardj"ng the provenance of
tlris unusual style of T mark.

],lax iiayo points out one of his T marks whictr tıas, in the
Turl<islr portion, a cIescent luittr a snal1 dot above it, instead
of trşo dots (Fig.19). tle a§ks whetlrer this may be a fake.
J tlıirrlr not; it seems to be just an oddity of design, or
a va?iation th,rough daına8e suffered by the handstanp in course
of use. Tlre ııarking with the crescent was attributed by l{iglett
to ilalata. J slıorı,ed one of ny oşn exaııples of it as Fig.6, on
paP;e ]12 of opa1 Jorrrna1 i{o.160, and JotE Garton another, as
llcalata Typıe C'l on page 39 of the opa1 - Tuglrra Times Specia1
Issr-ıe. Troırleverr irı the Redecke collection is a 5 paras c1early
caııce],1erl at Pera (nlg. ZO ) . So ! T}rerc are tıco diff erent

'lcrescelıt'l type S ; arıcl w]]en you 1ook at Fis.19 and Fig. 20

togetiıer tlrcy are very obvi.ously differeııt. PerLıaps, therefore,
it jS:"ax }iayoı5 exhj_bjt (Fifr.19) l.hich belon8s to Ğalata,
:],i](l ]],a{!.(), j],a19. zı, alcl 'tGalata Type cll (ıııglettls xo.J) to
Pera. Cr ;ııalr it, as r stroı.J111, Suspect, belong to Angora?
For _[' lrar.e noh, seei] two postıılar!<ed cxaıı:ples, one rgj-th llA. . . ll

alıd t]le otl:or I!,it]1 n. . . o]lAlı irr tire datestar]ps. Iıre 1ive and
learn !

]ierc are sone nek,ly seen arıcl recent],y reported single-ring
bilinsllal T ıııarlijrıgs :-

Dia-
]reter i-Ised at

Salonique

Konia?
].-orr i a
...hia

A]_so to be noted is a single-ring T (not bi1ingual) ıaith
a 16ıı::ıı diaıleter circle and the T ııeasurirıg l1!xÇmın. ft has
lıer:ıı seen rrsed on a 1O paras of the l9O5 issue, whereabouts
unknorı,;ı. And tlre Stanıboul bilingual T shovn as Pig.7 in uıy

prevİ.otrs articfe has been repoı,ted used on the 1p16 GPO Jubilee
20 paras postage sta]]!p.

la

t=_

T size
t

n; iti t 1ı seerr used on:

18
I9
19
2a
ro!

Iktx9
1221x1O

13İx.11,1

1Jx11
13x11
J"5trx:"-3

9ü

1o

9+

9+

9ra

11+

7905, I pi (ric.21)
19O5, ].O pa

1913 GPO, 20 pa
19OB, 10 pa (Fie,. 22J ; same as ( ? ) ı

IA27, as illustrated (oıg.ı6)
1905, 10 & 20 pa; Aıgora l{in.of
Justice, 5 pi (n:.s,. e3 )



},ty Fig.8 anrl Fig.! (on page 112 of Opa1 Journal No,160)

u-rrfortunately had ttre captions reversed. ]]ut ttıe true Fig,8,

which is a Feyrouth nark, }ras ,been a.ls<ı seen o[ a ]_() paras

of the 1905 issue, and again on a 20 paras, T]:re T nrarks hawe

been struck centrally in bot]r cases, so as tO convert tlre

postage star,rps into postage due labels, and both 1rave been

cancelled at Feyrouttr. And, as tıefore, tlre 1' flıarlis have bee|r

applied in blue ink, a colour apparently favöured by tlıe lieyrouttt

posta1 staff for this i(ind of opera,tion.

IJiglett ls No.P (attributed by hinı to Taxinı, aır<i -illustraLed

on page 39 of the Opa1 - Tugtıra Times Specia1 Issııe) apl,cars

on a 10ose l'Gallipoli l''apllposta,ge stalnp of I9L|i, lı,jric]] h,as

been carcelled by a datestaı:ıp of inclecipherable orii,;irı, Trı

Max }rayols copy the T mark is centra-l and ui]rigllti so, Siı]ce

the staffip has been cancelled. as we11 by a norııa1 datesta;ijp,

it n,ould §een that the stailp ıtas probably part of a stoc]<

overprinted T for use as posta€ie due 1alref s, It rtoı:ld be rrico

to see a fev more exanıples, arrd possib1y one oı1 cover to coril'irı:ı

tlre Taxin oriEçin.
Finalİy, by r*ay of 1:ostscript, 1et us 1ooli :ı L soı:ie biı,iııg

qui_te differeııt bı:t rg}ıich is not entire]_y ul]c()İIİlcct€j(] ,

our Srgiss correspol1derıt , in ccmJ]arilrii the ,l,urlii s]ı i;ictiioris

of dealinlJ i{ith Llncterfrai:l<ed llai1 ıfj.tiü what 1],.]i) ,ejıs tcıtl:ıy i ı;

]lritain a]lc1 ];witzerland, conınıentS that llTilr: Sr,l1ss tsos L L,liice

col1ects tiıe r:iouble a]1lount alfd Stici,iS sta,ls O]1 tl]e 1etter:rs

a receipt arırl 6ancels t]ıel:i. Tlrey lıawe rıo 1ıosta3e dı:e sta,ullıs

and rıo T. "

Tb.is r founcl very iııterestirıg, for it l]lar]is a f,;ıjr_Ly reColttj

departure by tiıe Swiss f::,opı prt-,vious practi ce. They ıvere rıs i,ı,;

postage .lue labe1s in Srgitzerland unt j I rr;56 and 1, nar](s ln]b:i1

a,,ıorıt 1975 (see n. J. S. !ia;Yillanls articlc j_nl,Staı!1] C()1.Lt]ctr,,l3,1

magazine, 31 January 193o) . I'oıvewcr, dur i,l{r ti|; j,,t,,,IvU | | ,ıJ,

period, while T ılıarlts ıı,ere L,eir]8 used thoul;ii pC,sta{;e due _] al)e [.j

tracl been d j scontirıued , the orrlinary posta8,c staı l.ıs lvi jicil Iqerc

used foft postage due Flrrposes were often Si]ow]r as sıcjı l;y lıei_,lg

cancelled by ttre Srtiss T, typically a T of the lar.;j-e iı0"11o1",,

design whiclr is almost a classic :'-n tlıe history of Sı{iss postar1

markings. I cannot resist enc],lng tlı j s article tıy siıoıvi i18 oııe

such example (elg.24 ) fron rry ol{n col1ect:iori. (i\o, _! (1oü]'t

really col1ect switzerla,nd, but have alrvrıys bcerr fagcinı; Lrıtj
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by po!t offio€ ,nanuaofj.pt maıil<J.ngs, aad th€ llf€İOtt 16 refreghlngly
flaııboyant l )

Ian McQu€an.

This must be so. Jolııı Gartoıı }ıas kjııdl} drah,Il n;y atbeııtlcın
t<ı an i]-1rıstration of the revcrse of a cover fron] a l)avid
Feldnıan auctiorı catalogııe wlıich shows severa1 Tıırkis}r
pİ-ctorials cıverprinted wİtlı t}ıe rectangular T aııcl a1.1
cancel]_ed ln July L)2I lıy the Stamboul datesta]nlr. We
must now try to <liscover how ııany of t}ıese rectaıigular
T marl(§ ı+ere rnade , aııd to which tıf f ices they ıvere clistributed,

jli;,;, "i-§

§5"ş- 3,i

§iş_1"* i.§

t

l4
§"işş- }i} §§ş. ii}


