
bE§İİ{G oF THE oTTouAl{ 19İ4 pİeToRıAL ıssuE

by W.C. Robertson, MSc

The 1914 issue of pictorial stamps (with the con]piementary 192O issue) is
often regarded as the Supreme achievement in siarnp design of the ottornan
Ernpire. There were seventeen stamps irı the series: the İOp Value (2üü) paastres)
shows a porİrait of Sultan Moharnmed V; the 2 piastre§ Value is a picture of the
cruiser 'Hamidiye'. which had seen action in the Balkan wars; the renıaining
sixteen values show views of Constarııinopie and ihe surröunding area.

The siamps were produced by the Engıistr printing firm of Bradbııry and
Wiikinson. The four lowervaiues (2,4, 5 and 6 paras,1 were produced by liiho, while
the rest were produced by recess prinıing. -fhe 

c,ıesiqner of the sıarnps themselves
was Oskan Effendi.

!n the each of the stamps the om picture iS boroered by an eiaDoraİe frame,
each of which js different. Passer states that these frames were aİl engraved by
C.A. Taylor, while the pictures themselves were engraved by:

H. Lauchii (2 piastres)
J. E.Syson (4,6, 20 paras; 1 3/4, 5,25 piastres)
J" Potts (5 paras; 2 1/2, 50 piastres)
A. B.H jli (1 0 paras; 1 , 1 1 /2, 2,1 0 piasıres)
W. B. Dovıney (]00 piastres)
The 200 piastre portralt of the Sultan was eiıgruved by tne Spanish engraver

En!,ique Vaquer.
The pictures tnemselves were ciearly suppiied io ihe prınler as pılğtographs,

and not paıntings or drawings, Slnce the 4 paras. and 5 piastres views snowİigures
in photographic 'actüon' poses, i.ather than sryıistüc pöses wnıcn mignt nave Deen
expected frcm an artist. However, what is sılrprising js ıhai tnese photographs
Seem to have been chosen from commercially availabie postcards.

Comparing a collection of posıcaros origlnaıing somelirne around, or aiter
1 9O0, wiİh the StampS, the author naS founo thaİ on at lea§t 10 of them the pictiJre
matcnes exactiy with that on a colnınercial pU$tcafi, Figı]re ]. snows the ınost
commonly fourid posİcard wiıh a pictuİe of 'Castle oi Eıırope' and the
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corresponding 20 paras stamp. lt can be seen that as well as the angle and detailof the castle itself , the ship is aıso identical, proving that both card and stamp weretaken from the same source, since the ship would-not remain long in one place fortwo identical photographs to be taken-

Figure z. snows a slmllar matching pair of stamp and postcard, this time of the'Former Ministry of war', again with figures dotted about the parade ground whichprove that the pıctures were identical. This time, however the stamp has beenseen on a postcaıd date 1 9.1 -99 ("1 ), which would also appear tc indicate that thedesigns on the -ı 
9,14 stamps were taken from the earlier postcards, rather than thepostcards printed from photographs taken specia|ly for the stamps.

So far the foİlowing stamps have been matched to postcards:
4 paras 'Column of Constantine'
5 paras 'Leander's Tower'

10 paras 'Lighthouse Garden'
20 paras 'Castie of Europe'

1 piastres 'Mosque of Sultan Ahmed'
2 piastres 'Candilli'
5 piastres 'Former Ministry of War'

10 piastres .Sweet Waters of Europe' ("2)
25 piastres 'Suleiman Mosque'

100 piastres 'Sultan Ahmed's Fountain'

|t is suspected that the remaining stamps can be matched to postcards,
including the picture of the 'cruiser Hamidiye; since postcards of naval vessels
from the period do exist; and perhaps of the sultan, since postcards with plctures
of royalty were fairly common at the time.

lt seems probable that Oskan Effendi in designing the stamps chose theviews from a selction of current postcards, and then designed the frames to fitround the card, before sending them to England.
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S jııce tİıe earlier issue of 1 9l3 marking the recapture of Adrianople (Edirne)
lüe§ e'so printed by Bradbury and wilkinson and designed by oskan Effendi, itseol-ıs possible that the picture of the Mosque of selim was also taken from aşiostııı,ııi, ihc}ugtü so far it has not been seen.

"-i şoİieğd0ri of Mr. M.J. whittaker:
"İ] flojfiüütİün of fordr. P.l. Mc Queen.

i-tJIlKlSH POSTAL ADMlNlSTRAT,ON, PH,LATEL,C SERV,CE offers
the i\ew Turkish Stamps and tne relaıed products to tlıe collectors accor-
diı,ı.q to the below Iisted terms:

1 Philatelic mater|ais are obtainable either by subscription system or by
seperate orders. To establish a STANDlNG ORDER ACCOUNT. write
to:

PTl PhilaleliC ServlCe
P.K. 900
06045 Al!KARA_TURKEY

2- First-day cancellation orders should be received on the fist-day of
issue at the Iatest. Date staİnp of the Philatelic Service is applied on
demand or on iate received orders.

3- Philatelic publications relating the ne,,v issues are sent free of charge.

Paynıent Datei15

i - Tıırkish Lira and foreign coins are not acceptable.
2 payııents by pcıstal cheque can be sent to posta| cheque center in"Saariırr]ckeıı, Gernıaııy'' to our aCcount vvith the ''PTT Genel

lütiıli)ıltiğü Fiiateli Servisi ANKARA (Acc,no. 12 665l''
3- payments made by postal mü]ney order can be etfective from Austria,

Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Fed, Rep.of Germany, France, Hol-
land, ltaly, Japan, Norway,Sweden and Switzerland.

4- Barik drafts shouİd be credited to our account with the ''Türkiye is
Bankası-ANKARA-TURKEY (Acc.no. 9573)
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