










THE l LLUSTRlOUil ORDERO F H OEBPI
’
PA LEM

A ND K N I G H T S O F

S T . J O H N O F J E RUS A L E M .

P ETER G ERA RD , TH E F O UNDER ,

A ND T H E TH RE E GREAT G R A ND MASTERS OF T H E I L L U S

T R I O US O RDE R OF S T . JOHN OF J E RU S A L E M .

In s e l ec ting the three g r a n d masters of the Hospitalers , who .

for the ir abi l ity to organize and command in batt le . to assau lt or

defend a fortre ss or c ity , or rule and govern so mixed a body of

men of so many languages as consti t u ted The I llustrious Knights

of S t . John , of Palestine , Rhodes , and Malta , from their organi za

tion 1 1 0 0 A .D . to 1 798 A .D . , and particu larly the three to whom in

our j udgment the honor be longs for much of the glory which a t

t aches to the Order of the Knights of Malta . we cannot be far

wrong when we name Raymond du Puy , Phi lip Vill i ers de L
“

I sl e

Adam
,
and John de la Vale tte .

I t is not our intention to enter into any discussion of the merits

of the two great orders of knighthood which had their origin in
,
and

did such valiant fighting for the possess i on of the Holy L a n d ,
m u ch

as we be lieve the Order of th e Hospital ers . The I llustrious Knights

of St . John of Jerusalem , better known as the Knights of Malta

to have been the older and greater , as it c ertai n ly was the longer

in exist enc e .

The foundation for the Order of Malta was laid by the mer

chants o f A ma lfi , K i n gdo m of Naples , 1 0 4 8 . When engaged in trade

with the c ountries borde ring the eastern shores of the M e di t e r

ramean they visited Cairo , Egypt . and obtained permission from

Caliph M o n sta se r - bi l lah , to erec t a hospital in Jerusalem for the

u se of the poor and sick pi lgrims going up to that city . The E gyp
ti ans being then in possessi on of the Holy City and being kindly

d i sposed .
the governor on presentation of the order of the caliph .

gav e these m erchants a pie c e of ground a short distance south and

e ast “abou t a stone ’ s throw from the door of the church of the
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H oly Sepulchre , upon which to erect their bu ildings , with
" per

mission to bring monks and an Abbott from their own country to

reside therein .

” They first bu i lt a chape l . which was dedic ated to

the blessed Virgin , and then two hospitals for the .weary and dis

tressed pilgrims . male and female . which they dedicated r e spe c

t ive ly to St . John the Almoner , and St . Mary Magdalene , plac ing

monks in charge of one and nuns in charge of the other . Money

and supplies were gathered in Italy for the support of this sp len

did charity , and i t was becoming widely known when in 1 0 65 the

barbarous hordes of Tartary cal l ed Turcomans , swept down and

over Palestine . c apturing Jerusalem and destroying the E g pt i a n

garrison .

The hospitals of St . John the Almoner and St . Mary Magda

lene were not exempt from the plunder and desec ration which fol

lowed . There is litt le o r nothing known of the brave monk s and

pious nuns who continued in charge of these hospital s from 1 0 0 5

until the brave Godfrey de Boui llon and his undaunted Crusaders

stormed and captured the Holy C i ty Friday . July 1 5, 1 0 99 .

“at the

hour of thre e in the afternoon . exactly the same day and hour at

which Christ expired for the salvation of the human race . The

capture of Jerusalem was the termination of a disastrous cam

pa i gn ,
for of a body of men of all arms numbering 70 0 0 0 0 at its

c ommencement , but remained , being foot and

horse with which to commence the siege . The ranks on the march

had been depleted from various causes . the princ ipal ones of which

were desertion . sickness , and death . I t i s a matter of re cord that

when the siege of Jerusalem began June the garrison c on

ta i n e d men at arms and c iti zens bearing arms . During

the siege of six weeks such Christi ans as remained in the c ity were

imprisoned that they might not give aid or information to the b e
besiegers . Among those imprisoned was the Re c tor or A dmi n i s
trator of the Hospital of St . J ohn . a Frenchman named Peter Ger

ard and native of the isl and of Martigues in Provence
.

How inhuman al l men were in those days i s apparent in th e

acts of the Crusaders . who proved themse lves as bloodthi rsty as

the barbarians . for no sooner had they captured the c ity
,
kil ling

all found in arms . than they de liberate ly murdered defense less
men , Women . and chi ldren . and it is a we ll attested fact that on
the Temple area and in and about the Mosque of Omar peo
ple were slaughtered . I t is on that Temple area where the ( fr u
sa d e r s

’

horses were said to have waded up to their fetlocks in hu
man blood . Greater extremes were never known than in those
days ; barbarous murder and inhuman

“

s laughter one day to be fol
.

lowed with excessive piety the next , for it is re l ated that surfei ted
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with blood these same Crusaders hastened barefoot and unarmed

to do penance , after which th e v offered up thanksgiving for their

v ic tory at th e Holy Sepul chre . Having captured the c ity
,
i t now

became necessary to form a government
,
and they cast abou t them

for a leader
,
the lot fall ing upon Godfrey de Bouil lon

,
whom they

sought to make king . That sturdy warrior wou ld not hav e it so .

He was wil ling to lead and command , but when they desired to

crown him with a crown of gold in the church of the Holy S e pu l

chre he said to his foll owers “No ! ! o u shal l neve r se e so ma gn ifi

c ent a crown upon my head in the place
-

where the Saviour of th e

world was crowned with one of thorns . ” That brave Crusader not

only re fused the crown
,
but he as resolutely dec lined to be cal l ed

k ing and was content to accept the tit le of “Protector ' or ‘

De

fender of the Holy Sepu lchre .

"

Upon Godfrey ’s first visi t to the House of the Hospitalers
,
he

found that pious man
,
Peter Gerard , at the head of i ts a dmi n str a

tion : and as his assistant for th e female hospital , a Roman lady of

nobl e birth . named Agnes . He also found so many wounded C r u sa

ders being cared for by the Hospitalers that he became interested

in them and impressed with the importance of their valuable ser

vic es
,
he immediate ly gave them a large share of his own estates ,

as wil l be seen from the fol lowing copy of his will or deed .

Dee d of P i
'

Op e
-

r ty of G o dfr ey
'

de B o u i l lo n to the H o spita l of b
‘

t. J o hn ,

In th e name of the Holy Trinity who cannot be divided , I ,
G o df r e y ,by the grace of God , and of His r e ign ,

ma ke it known to al l
present and to c o me , th a t for the remission of my sins , I l aid on my
heart and shoulders the sign of the Saviour cr u cified for us . I arrived
at last at the pl ace where the feet of the very High Jesus Christ
rested

,
and as I had in penance visi ted the Holy Sepulchre of the

Lord and al l the holy spots connec ted with it , I came at last to the
Church of the Blessed Hospital whi ch was founded in honor of God
and o f His blessed Mother and St . John , precurso r of th e L o r d , a n d
see ing in thi s the grac e of the Holy Ghost which cannot be told ,
imparted to the sick and weak ly poor suffering , abundant ly and
humbly in p enance ; I bequeath to the said House of the Hospi tal
and to al l the brothers , a house founded on my estates and under
my care in the cold (M o n tb o i se in Brabant ) mountain , free from
al l rent and expenses

,
and to have it forever .

This gift of my donation was done in honor of the incarnation
of our Lord and in commemoration of th e tak ing of J erusalem
M L XXXXIX ,

in the sixth epoch in the first indi ction , and for the
salvation of myself

,
my father

,
my mother , and al l those gone b e

fore me
,
my rel ations

,
and al l friends li v ing and dead .

This commendable ac t induced many others to fol low his exam

ple
.
At the same time a large number of the Crusaders , impressed

with the pi ety of the Hospitalers , and tired of bloodshed and stri fe ,
j oined the order . among whom was a nobleman named Raymond
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du Puy .
of the province of Da u phi n y . I t was under Gerard that

th e Hospitalers , male and female , or brothers and sisters as

they were cal led
,
took a vow to renounce the world , wear a p lain .

black robe
,
o n which was a white c ross of eight p o mts p lac ed on

the left side near the heart
,
and the three solemn vows of the o r

der
,
Chasti ty

,
Obedience , and Poverty . These vows were a lw a vs

taken in the Holy Sepulchre .

The fame of the fraternity of the Hospitalers having spread

throughout the continent by return ing Crusaders and Pi lgrims .

Pope Pascal II . , at the request of Peter Gerard . the Administrato r

of the Hospital of St . John , confirmed this new insti tution to his

venerable son Gerard . founder and master of the hospi tal at J erm

salem
,
and to his lawful successors forevermore .

"

in a Bul l bearing
date March 1 5. 1 1 1 3.

which we have se en in the armory of the

Knights in the C ity of Valetta . Malta . of which the following is a

translation from the original latin .

B u l l o f P ope P a scha l I I . J ll a '
r eh. 1 5 ,

Paschal . bishop and servant of such as are the servants o f

God
,
to his venerable son Gerard

,
founder and master of the Hos

pital at Jerusalem , and to his lawfu l succ essors fore vermore .

The requests of a devout desire ought to meet with a corre
spo n di n g fulfi l lment . Inasmuch as of thy aff ection thou hast r e
quested , with regard to the Hospital which thou hast founded in
the ci ty of Jerusalem

,
in proximity to the Church of the ble ssed

John the Baptist , that i t should be supported by the authority of
the apostoli c see , and fostered by the patronage of the blessed
apostle Peter : We , there fore , much pleased with the pious earn
e stn e ss of thy hospitality

,
do receive the petition with our fraternal

favour , and do ordain and establish , by the authority of this o u r
present decree , that that house of God , your Hospital , shall now
be placed , and shall forever remain , under the protection of the
apostoli c see . and under that of the bl essed Peter .

All things whatsoever
,
there fore

,
which by thy perse vering

care and solic itude have been col l ected for the benefit of the said
Hospital , for the support and maintenance of pilgrims . or for r e

li eving the necessities of the poor . whether in the churches of
Jerusalem , or in those of parishes within the l imits of other c it ies :
and whatsoever things may have been off ered already by the faith
ful , or for the future may through God

‘

s grace be so offered
, o r

colle cted by other lawful means ; and whatsoever things have been .

or shall be granted to thee , or to thy su c cessors , or to the brethren
who are occupied in the care and support of pilgrims

,
by the v e n

e r a b l e brethren the bishops of the dioc ese of Jerusalem ; we hereby
decree shal l be retained by you in peace and undiminished

.
More

over , as to the tithes of your revenues , which ye col le ct everywhere
at your own charge , and by your own toi l . we do hereby fix and de
c ree , that they shal l be retained by your o wn Hosp ital , al l opposi
tion on the part of the bishops and their c l ergy n o tw ithsta n d i n tr

.

We also decree as valid all donations which have been made t
a

o

your Hospital by pious princes . either of their tribute money s o r
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other imposts . We ordain , furthermore , that at thy death no
man shall be appointed in thy place , as chief and maste r , by any
underhan d subtlety

,
or by violence ; but him only who shal l , by the

inspiration of God
,
have been duly e lected by the professed breth

ren of the Instituti on . Furthermore , all dignities or possessions
which your Hospita l at present holds , e ither on this side of the
water , to - wit in Asia

,
or in Europe

,
as also those which hereafter

by God ’s bounty it may obtain ; we confirm them to thee and to thy
successors

,
who shal l be devoting themse lves with a pious r eal to

t h e c ares of hospital ity , and through you to the said Hospital in
perpetuity . We further decre e that it shal l be unlawful for a n y man
whatsoever rashly to disturb your Hospital , or to carry o ff any of i ts
property

,
or i f c arried o ff to retain possession of it , or to diminish

ought from its revenues
,
or to harass i t with audaci ous annoyances .

But l et al l it s property remain intac t
,
for the sole use and enj oy

men t of those for whose maintenance and support it has been
granted . As to the hospitals or poor houses in the Western
provinces

,
at Burgum of St . n idi u s , Lisan Barum , H ispa l u m ,

Tarentum , and Me ssana , which are d istinguished by the title of
Hospitals of Jerusalem

,
we decre e that they shal l forever remain

,

as they are this day
,
under the subj e ction and disposal of thyse l f

and thy successors . I f , there fore , at a fut u re time , any person ,

whether ec c lesiastica l or se cu lar , knowing this p aragraph of our
constitution , shal l attempt to oppose its provisions , and if , after
having received a se cond or third warning , he shal l not make a
suitable satisfaction and restitution

,
l et him be depri ved of al l his

dignities and honors
,
and le t him know that he stands exposed to

the judgment of God for the iniquity he has perpetrated ; and let
him be deprived of the Sacraments of the Body and Blood of
Christ

,
and of the benefits of the redemption o f Our Lord , and at

the last j udgment le t him meet with the severest vengeanc e . But
to al l who deal just ly and rightly with the same , on them be the
peac e of Our Lord Jesus Christ

,
so that not only here be low they

may rece iv e the rewards of a good action , but also be fore the
Judge of al l mankind , they may enj oy the ble ssing of peace eter
nal .

I . P A S CH A L ,
Bishop of the Catholic Church ,

I . RI C H ARD , Bishop of A lb o e , hav e signed .

1 . C A L I XTU S ,
Bishop of the Catholi c Church .

I . L A NDU L P H U S , Bishop of B e n e v e n t u m.

Have read and signed .

Given at B e n e v e n t u m,
by the hand of John

,
Cardinal of the

Roman Church , and Librarian , on the 1 5th day of the cal endar of
March , in the o th indiction of the incarnation of our Lord , in the
year 1 1 1 3 , and in the 1 3th year of the Pontifi c ate of our Lord Pope
Paschal II .

I t thus appears that their property shou ld be fre e from al l

tithes or tol l— that al l donations
,
tributes

,
or other gifts

,
shou ld

be. theirs , and that in al l vacanc ies of
“chie f and maste r the

brethren shou ld e le c t without interference by any one . It is r e

corded that the pious Peter , founder and master , erected another

hospital or temple just south of the Holy Sepu lchre
,
which he dedi

c a t e d to St . John . the Baptist , and se veral other bui ldi n gs in whic h
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the poor
,
weary

,
and sick pi lgrims were cared for , the Hospita lers

giv ing them every care
,
even to the washing of their feet . These

new buildings and hospital being j ust west of and attached to their

first chape l (which was dedicated to the Holy Virgin J and hospi

tals
,
were p laced under charge of Brother Raymond d u Puy , and it

was here that the new order
,
or branch of the old order was founded .

which bec ame known as the “Hospitalers , or Knights of S t . John .

"

The members of this new branch took upon themselves another

vow in addition to those of Chastity , Obedienc e , and Poverty .

which was to defend the Holy Sepulchre and fight the i n fid e l s .

The following is a c opy of the rules issued by frater Raymond

d u Puy to the brethren of the hospital under his charge . about the

year 1 1 0 0 when he was but a warden of the hospital :

R u le s of the H o spita le r s a n d K ocights of the O rde r of S t. J o hn the B a ptist

o f J e ru sa lem, issu ed by F ra te r R u g/me n d du . P u y, 71 0 0 , the n a wa rde n

of the H o spita l a t J e r u sa le m.

In the name of the Lord , Amen . I , Raimond , servant of the
poor of Jesus Christ

,
and warden of the hospital of J erusalem

with the council of the chapter of the Order
,
mak e these regu la

tions , to be observed in the house of the Hospital of St . John Bap
t ist of Jerus a lem . I enj oin then al l the brothers that engage in
the servic e of the poor , and i n the de fen ce of the C a th o l i ck faith ,
to maintain and observe , with the grace of God , the three things
that they have promised , viz : Chastity , obedience , i . e . , that they
will perform exactly every thing that shall be enj oined them by
their master . and to pass their liv es without possessin g any thing
in property : for God wil l require from them an account of thes e
three things at the day of judgment .

E xe r ci se of the K n ightho o d f o r J e su s Chr ist— Cu stom.

Our Order has , ever sinc e its first foundation
,
been endow ed .

augmented , and enriched by the liberality , assistance , and favor of
the holy apostolical see of c a th o l i ck k ings and princes

,
and of de

vont Christians , with lands , possessions , j u risdictions , graces , priv
i l e ge s , and exemptions ; that the Knights should make the ir pro
f e ssi o n in it , might adorn their Knighthood with a true charity .

the mother and solid foundation of al l v irtues ; with hospitali ty .

and a sincere attachment to the faith , and , being employed in these
various functions , might only seek to distinguish themse lves by a
course of virtue . Soldiers of J esus Christ are designed only to
fight for his glory

,
to maintain his worship

,
and the c a th o l ick

faith , to l o v e , r e ve r e n c e
‘

, and preserve j us tice ; to favour , support .
and de fend such as are oppressed , without neglecting the duti e s
of holy hospitali ty .

Thus th e Knights Hospital ers , acquitting themse lves truly of
both these sorts of duties , are to wear on their c l o a ths a cross w ith
eight points , to pu t them in mind of bearing always in their heart
the cross of Jesus Christ , adorned with the eight virtues that a t
tend i t ; and that , after a bountiful distribution of alms , they take
the sword in hand to attack and demolish the Mahometans

.
and

such as deviate from the faith .
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When once they hav e dev oted themse lves to these holy e xe r

ci ses , they are admonished , invited , and animated by the example
of the Maccabees

,
those holy soldiers and martyrs

,
who often

,
w i th

very smal l forc es , defeated formidable armies , by God
‘s assistance .

They ought lik ewise to apply themse lve s continual ly to an exac t
observation of what they promised to God when they made the
thre e vows of chastity , obedience , and poverty , appointed by the
ru le : and to the practic e of al l othe r moral and divine v irtues , so
that being e n fl a me d by charity , they may have no dread on their
spirits at taking the sword in hand , and exposing themse lv es , with
prud ence . temperance , and fortitude , to al l sorts of dangers , for
the honor of Christ our Sav iour , and his holy cross , and for the de
fenc e o f j ustic e , widows , and orphans . There is no greater charity
c an be shewed , th an by sacrificing one

‘s life for our friends , i . e . ,

for the C a th o l icks. This i s the ir duty , their voc ation , the manner
of life that they have embraced

,
the ir j ustifi cation , and their sanc

tific a t i o n , that when they end the pi lgrimage of this mortal life .

they may enjoy that e ternal reward for whic h God created them .

Such as shall be convicted of having prevaricated in their duty .

of having dec lined , fled , or deserted the occ asions offered them
thereof

,
and of fighting for the interests of Christianity , shall , for

a terror to ev il doers and for the praise of such as do wel l , be se
v e r e ly punished , according to th e statutes and customs of the
Order . "

They were also known to have tak en an ac tiv e part in public

aff airs . Peter Gerard died in 1 1 1 8 . Raymond d u Puy being imme

di a te lv and unanimously ele c ted his successor .

RA ! M O ND DU P U! .

The e le ction of Raymond du Puy was in stric t accordance with

the republ ic an princip le so dis tinct ly recognized in Pope Pascal ’ s

bu ll of 1 1 1 3. securing in perpetuity to the Hospitalers the right of

e lecting their master . Raymond having made known . as we have

seen , whi le in charge of the branch of the Hosp italers hi s desire to

add another vow to those taken by al l the brethren , and they hav

ing accepted
,
embraced an early opportunity of mak ing his wishes

generally known
,
and was ple ased to find his proposition met with

general approva l . In fact , i t was the more agreeable to his breth

ren for besides having been c ompanions in arms with Raymond

under Godfrey de Bouil lon , they knew his bravery and abil ity to

command : also , that th eir servi ces were sorely needed by the then

k ing of Jerusalem
,
Baldwin I I . Having fi rst made known his desire

to the Patriar ch of Jerusal em and rece ived his ble ssing , the mas

te r
,
Raymond

,
with his armed brethren

,
appeared before the k ing

and made offer of their servic es . King Baldwin I I was not only

surpri sed but d elighted . and gl adly acc epted their offer .
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As before stated
,
this vo w was assumed by many of the H o spi t

alers pri or to 1 1 1 8 , but no further record has been found of that

fact than the rules above given ; hence , we can only date the gen

eral change from the election of Raymond du Puy , at which tim e

the entire Fraternity assu med the new v o w and thus became

Knights Hospitalers and soldiers of Jesus Christ . To that pious

man
,
Peter Gerard , must ever be the credit of founding the Orde r

of Hospitalers : and to R aymond du Puy , no less pi ous , though a

soldier
,
the high honor of its organization into a mili tary order ,

which for centuries stood the bulwark of Christi anity and saved

Europe from being overrun by the Saracen .

The premier grand master
,
Raymond du Puy , was of an il lus

t r i o u s fami ly
,
then and to this day prominent in D a u phi n y , and wel l

known for his piety and bravery . One of his first acts , as has been

seen , was to assemble the Hospitalers , inform them of his w ishes ,

and organize them into a chapter or convent , each assuming th e

new obligation to take up arms in de fence of the holy places , and

at al l times against the I n fid e l s . N e w rule s were drawn up for

their government , afterwards submitted to and approved by the

pope
,
the original of which was lost in the siege of Acre . 1 291 ,

when that city was captured by the Saracens . Fortunate ly , we

have the substance of those later rules and vows in the statutes of

the Order
,
which have been preserved . The first was a div ision of

the brethren into three cl asses . The first c l ass were to bear arms ,
and to be composed of those of noble birth who had se en servic e in

the army , and were call ed
"Knights of Justic e .

” The second c lass

were priests and chaplains
,
whose duties were in the church and

attendance upon the sick . Whil e the third c lass were those who

were not of n oble famil ies or the church
,
to be c al led fr e res . or

serving brothers . While al l were of one brotherhood , and wore

the same coat of arms , the three c lasses were distingu ished by dif

f e r e n t colors . I n the field the black habit gave way to a vest
,
on

which was the coat of arms , consisting of a white cross of eight

points on a red field
,
the same as upon the standard of the Order .

I n the same statutes
,
and a hu l l of Pope Boniface , 1 30 0 , we

learn something of the ru les and vows of the new Order
,
to whic h

the Dames of the Order of St . John , who likewise had to be of nobl e

birth
,
and subscribe to as we l l as the Knights . In these ru le s the

grand maste r names h imself , as in the original paper given above

and repeats his charges to the brothers of the Hospital . " I
.
Ray

mond
,
servant of the poor in Christ Jesus , and guardian of the

Hospital of Jerusalem , have framed the following regulations , to

be observed in the Hospital of S t . Joh n the Baptist of Jerusalem
.

I desire , therefore . th a t ev e ry broth er who shall engage himse lf in
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th e service of the poor , and in defence of the Catholic Church ,
shal l maintain and observ e , by the grace of God , the three vows

which they have made , in which are comprehended chastity , obed

i e n c e , that is , that they wil l comply with the commands of the

Maste r in every th ing , and that they shal l pass the ir l ives without

the possession of any private property . The soldiers of

Jesus Christ are destined to fight only for his gl ory
,
to uphold his

worship , and the Cathol ic re ligion ; to love revere , and pre serve

justic e : and to favour , sustain , and de fend the oppressed , without

negl ec ting the duti es of hospit ali ty . The Knights of the Hospital .
there fore , in pi ously acquitting themse l v e s of these several duties ,
shal l be ar upon their robe a cross with e ight points , in order that

they may remember to bear in their hearts the cross of Jesus

Christ adorned with the e i ght virtues which accompan y it , and

that afte r a due exe rc ise of charity , they should take the sword in

h and for the exte rmination of Mahome tans and of al l who aban

don the true re li gion .

They should also bind themse lves to the exac t observance of

that which they have promised to God , in making the three vows

retained by the regulati on , of chasti ty , obedienc e , and poverty ,
and to th e practice of al l the other moral and re ligious virtues : so

that inflamed w ith charity , they shal l not fear to take the sword in

hand , and to expose themse lv es with prudence , temperance . and

energy
,
to every kind of danger , for the defence of the glory of

J esus Christ , and of the sac red c ross , in th e cause of ju stic e , and

in that of the widows and orphans . "

Having answered the various questions asked him the brothe r

was then required to register the fol lowing profession : I .

do vow and promise to Almighty God , to the Holy Eternal Virgin

Mary
,
mother of God , and to St . John the Baptist , to render hence

forward
,
by the grac e of God , perfec t obedienc e t o the Superior

p l ac ed over me , by the choic e of the Order . to live without personal

p roperty , and to pre serv e my chasti ty .

Th is vow was taken with both h ands on an open missal ( the R 0

man Cathol ic mass - book ) which the candidate raised laying i t upon

the a l t a r ,
kissi n g the a l ta r , a n d then retu rning the book to the brother

administering the vow , as a token of submission and perfec t obedi

ence . The mantle was then thrown over the shoulde rs of the

brother
,
the cross pl aced upon his le ft breast , after his kissing the

same
,
and he was then told that the c ross is the sign of the order .

The newly made brother was also informed that for cowardic e in

battl e he would be stripped of his c ross and habi t and b e ig n o mi n i

o u sl y expe lled from the order he had disgraced .

The growth of this new order was so rapid that a c l assificati o n
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by languages was found nec essary . and the fol lowing were enrol l ed :

Provence
.
Auvergne

,
Fran c e , I taly . Arragon . Germany and Eng

land
.
Some historians c laim that this division of the Knights into

languages did not occur unti l about the year 1 330 . but the weight

of authority is that the c lassificati on took place in the reorganiza

tion under Master Raymond du Puy . and we inc l ine to the lat te r

view .
It does se em to have been more necessary to organize by

language s when the membership was unknown to each other and

spoke di ff erent languages , than after th e v h a d been banded to

gether for more than two centuries . and learned each others l an

guage .

The first priory of the order was introduc ed into E ngland e a r l v

in the twel fth century . 1 1 0 1 . Robert , D u k e of Normandy , e ld est son

of Will iam I
,
be tter known as Wil l iam the C onqueror , King of E n g

l and
,
was in the first crusades , riding at the head of his knights

and entering Jerusalem in July , 1 0 99 . with the gal lant Godfrey de

Bouill on and the accomplished Tancred . It is recorded in E nglish

history that the c row n afterwards tendered Godfrey de B o ui l lon

had been offered Robert of Normandy . and that he refused it . pre

f e r r i n gr his dukedom . This gal l ant Crusader died at Cardi ff Cast le .

his brother
'

s prisoner . 1 1 35 .

Godfrey de B oui llon , although often cal l ed the first k ing of J e ~

r u sa l e m. a s we have seen w ould not permit himsel f to be c rowned nor

wou ld he acc ept that t it le but did accept the t i t le of Protec tor “

or De fender of the Holy Sepu lchre . d ied in 1 1 0 0 . But before his

death he was so impressed with the valuable servic e s of the Hos

pi ta l e r s under Peter Gerard that he endowed them . as be fore stated ,
with his own manor and a l l its dependencies . Thi s led others to d o

so
,
and many of the Crusaders to j oin them . among whom was Rav

mond du Puy , who . upon being assigned to the charge of the n e w

hospi tal , added the vow to the three a l ready !
tak en of “ C harity .

Obedienc e . and Poverty , that of taking up arms in defenc e of th e

holy p laces and the Christi an re ligion . I n this same year of the

election as master of Raymond du Puy , 1 1 1 8 ,
Hugh d e Pavens .

G e o fi
'

r e y de St . A l d e ma r
, and seven other Frenchmen , al l c onnec ted

with the Hospital ers . formed a so c i e tv for the purpose of escort

and guard to the Pilgrims going up to J erusalem . This small

body of nine brave Hospitalers were supported for several v e a r s

from the funds of the Hospital , their arms , c lothing . a n d pro
vision being obtained from the same source . De siring to be alone .

they took up their quarters in a smal l house near the Temple
. a n d

subsequent ly having apartments g i ven them in the royal palace

they afterwards became known as Knights of the Temp le o r

Knights Templars . Several ve a r s after . or more properly spe ak
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ing
,
in 1 1 28 . Baldwin , the second king of Jerusalem , findin g his

throne insecure
,
sought to get up an other crusade and thus get

r e - i n f o r c e me n ts, and so sent Hugh de P a y e n s to Rome to inte res t

Pope Honorius I I .

I t w a s during this time while in Rome that Hugh de P a y e n s

and his companions secured the favor of the pope and his p erm is

si on to form a new mili tary order entire ly independent of the char~

i t a b l e duti es of the Hospital ers . This favor being granted i t was

decreed by the counci l that each member of the new order should

have one esquire or serving brother and three saddle horses . And

i t was further ordered that
,
to distinguish them from the Hospi

tal ers their habit should be wh ite with a red c ross over the heart .

From this the two orders bec ame known in history as “Whit e

Cross Knights ” and “Red Cross Knights . ”

We have made this brie f digression from the history of the

Hospital ers in support of our statement that th e Hospital ers were

the older order
,
knowing th at our readers desire the fac ts con

n e c t e d with the e arly organization of these two ill ustrious orders

of knighthood .

In 1 1 1 9 , the Turcomans swept down into Edessa and besieged

Antioch . King Baldwin II marched to the reli e f of the besieged :

but be fore he reached that c ity the Barbarians had won a victory .

and . being elated , determined to meet the Chri sti an forc es . when a

desperate battl e ensued . King Baldwin was victorious . Ray

mond du Puy at the head of his Hospit a l e rs . charging their heavie st

battal ions and break ing their ranks
,
drove them to fl i ght . Other

battl es fol lowed in and around Asc alon . Jaff a , Tyre , and many

pl ac es in Palestine during the next two or three years
,
i n a l l of

whic h the Hospita lers bore an honorable and prominen t part . Pope

Innoc ent II at a later date , 1 1 30 . sp e ak ing of the order , says

The Hospitalers mak e no diffi culty to expose dai ly their own li ves

to defend those of their bre thren ' they are the fi rme st support of

the Christi an church in the east , and are fighting every day with

distingu ished c ourage against the I n fide l s . Moreover .

we declare to you that we have taken the house of the Hospitalers

of St . John and the whole order into St . Peter
’s and our own pro

t e c t i o n .

King Alphonso I of Navarre and Arragon , having by will in

1 1 31 made the Hospital ers , Kights Templ ars , and Canons or Knights

of the Holy Sepulchre his he irs upon his death , gave so much

trouble that Raymond du Puy , the Master of the Hospita lers , was

give n charge of the se ttl ement of the dispu tes . I n company with

a body of Hospital ers , Templars , and Canons of the Holy Sepu lchre ,
he made a visi t to Spain and happily se ttled all difii c u l ti e s. retu rn
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ing to Jerusalem in 1 1 4 1 , where the historian says h e was recei ved

with “ real j oy and hearty respect .
”

From the capture of Jerusalem in 1 0 99 . unti l i ts final evacuation

in 1 24 3. there was constant war in and about J erusalem and through

out Palestine ; the city had been besieged and E dess a had fall en .

Among the memorable engagements during the -mastership of Ray

mond du Puy in which he took a distinguished part , was the sei ge

of Ascalon in 1 1 53- 4 .
in which King Baldwin I I I in person com

ma n de d .

The siege hav i n g lasted for fiv e months , with constant assau lts

on the part of the Christians and as frequent sal l ie s by the E gyp
tians : a strong fleet having arrived with re inforc ements and pro

visions for the garrison and having successful ly landed , i t was the

general opinion of the leaders that the ir forc es be wit hdrawn . To

this Raymond du Puy obj e cted , urging that i t would dis courage the

soldiers and again result in the investm ent of Jerusal em .

After several counci ls were held . the k ing accepted the advic e

of the commander of the Hospital ers and prosecuted the siege with

more vigor
,
which finally result ed in the capture of Ascalon and

its evacuation August 1 2, 1 1 54 .

I t is recorded that in the year 1 1 60 , the master of the Hosp it al

of St . John , now the Hospitalers , Raymond du Puy , at the advanc ed

age of 8 0 years , covered with wounds and worn out with y ears . r e

tired to the home of the Hosp italers of St . John in J erusalem ,

where , in qu iet retirement , in the exercise of piety , surrounded

by his followers , and in the arms of his brethren , he died . I t is

a l so written of him that his character wo u ld have become a saint ,
that he was a true soldier

,
a gentleman

,
and a Chri sti an . Thus

died the premier grand master of the I ll ustrious Knights of St .

John of Jerusalem , the greatest commander in Pal e stine and th e
founder of th e greatest mi l i t a r v order known to history .

P H IL IP VIL L IERS DE L
’

IS L E A DA M .

T H E FORT ! - SE COND G RAND MAST ER A ND DE FE NDER

OF RH ODE S .

F rom the death of the premier grand master
,
Raymond du Puy

,

master of the Hospital of St . John
,
of Jerusalem

,
in 1 1 60 , un ti l the

election of the forty - second master of the Hospital P h i l i pV i l l i e r s de

L
’
I sl e Adam , as grand master January 22, 1 521 , a peri od of 361 years

had elapsed and the Hospital ers sti l l remained a recognized body of





S IS TER S T . ANNE .

G R A N D P R I O R E S S H O S P ITA L K N I G H TS o r ST . J O H N , 1 30 0 .
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Christi an knights , whose serv ic es were e agerly sought by al l the

powers of Europe . The four centuri es whi ch had passed since th e

e sta bl i shment of the order as a mi litary body were fraught with

great events in which they bore no minor part . We cannot fol low

the fortune s of the Hospi talers during that period
,
as we are not

writing the history of the orde r . but we may glance at some of th e

sal ient points in its c are er .

I t wi ll be s een that we speak of Raymond du Puy as the pre

mier grand maste r , and L
’

I sl e Adam as the forty - second grand

master , by which tit l e al l other
“masters ” of the Hospi tal ers or

Knights of St . John wil l hereafter be named . We do so because

al l the historians of that period do , and for the additional reason

that in their reorganization when under Raymond du Puy we b e

l ieve they gave that tit l e to their "mast er" so as to d istinguish

him from the many subordinate masters or commanders of lan

guages and detachments of Knights . Whil e some historians b e

l ieve this ti t le to have been the creation of the Knights at a later

date , we find it in a bul l of Pope Clement IV
,
of Nov ember 1 8

1 267
,
and be l ieve i t to have been recogni zed by the popes . though

perhaps not offi cial ly
,
in th e previ ou s c entury .

E ngaged in a continued warfare in the Holy Land
,
from th eir

organization as soldiers of Jesus Christ at the beginni n g of the

twe lfth century , we find these Hospitalers in 1 291 besieged in the c ity

of Acre
,
th eir l ast stronghold

,
in the Holy Land - the land in which

they had won so much renown . In the two centuries then c losing , and

in the c ountry from which they were about to depart , never more

to re ga in a permanent home , the Order of Hosp italers , and thei r

sis ter
,
we may almost say twin sist er— the Order of the Temple .

had so bl ended in history as one that they cannot wel l be separated :
'

Tis true that at times dissentions arose , quarre ls ensued . and the

o rde rs battled against each other : but when the Sarac en . the c om

mon foe of each appeared , these two orders were united . J e r u sa

l em
,
Ascalon

,
Tyre

,
Antioch , Damascus , Edessa , Jah

'

a . Hattin ,

Tiberia
,
Tripol i , Damietta , Gaza , Margat , and Acre , together with

a hundred other battl e s and sie ges , made il lustrious by their com

mon eff orts , attest this fac t .

The si e ge of Acre was commenced April 5
,
1 29 1 , by Sulta n

Khaled
,
a son of Mansour

,
Sultan of E gypt , who had been poisoned

whi le on the march to that city . I t i s said by Arabian historians .

that the besieging forc es c onsisted of foot and horse :

whil e to oppose them were but a few hundred Hospitalers
,
Knights

Templars
,
and Te u tonic Knights , to which were added , unde r

Henry II
,
King Cyprus

,
20 0 horse and 50 0 foot , together with su ch of

the c i ti zens of Acre as c ould be forc ed to bear arms . The ci ty o f
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Acre was at that time a place of or more peop le . but under

no control— each body of Knights , class , or nationality of c i tizens

oc cupying their own quarters or parts of the c ity . In the pres

ence of the common enemy they al l be came united under Wil liam de

Beauj eu . grand master of the Templars , the Hosp italers being u m

der the command of their grand master , John de Vi l li ers . These

tw o brave commanders and their Knights fought side by side for

several weeks , unti l after their desertion by King Henry I I of

Cyprus
,
and the death of de Beauj eu , grand master of the Temp

lars
,
Matthew de Clermont , grand marshal of the Hosp italers . and

the greater number of the brave members of each order , inc luding

the Teutonic Knights , when the few remaining members of these

orders were withdrawn by John de Vil li ers
,
grand master of Hos

pi t a l e r s , and found re fuge on the island of Cyprus .

The most daring of the attacking columns in this siege were

the famed Mamelukes , the finest body of c aval ry ever known in

E gypt , an organized force which continued down to the time of

Napoleon
'

s invasion and battle of the Pyramids Ju ly 21 . 1 798 ,

where they were utterly routed . and finally destroyed March 1
,

1 8 1 1 . by Mohammed Ali Pasha . Khedive of Egypt .

Of the garrison , thre e hundred Templars went down to death

in the tower of the Temple , and hundreds in other parts of the

fight . The Hospitalers and Teutonic Knights suff ered equally

with their companions , while of the c itizens , not less than

perished or were made slaves to the Egyptians .

From the is land of Cyprus the Knights Templar and the Teu

tonic Knights retired to their commanderies in Europe
,
but not so

with the Knights of St . John for they remained so as to be near

the Holy Land . Having obtained permission from the king of

Cyprus to occ u py the city of L im isso the Hospitalers immediate ly

set about reorganizing , and summoning to the ir aid al l avai l able

members in E urope . A general c hapter was cal led in which th e
grand master addressed the Knights saying , For more than an

age past we have been obliged to fight as many battle s as we hav e

defended places . St . John d
’

A c r e is a l ate witness of our last

efforts , and almost al l our knights l ie buried in i ts ruins . "

l
‘

is for

you to supply their plac es : 'tis from your valor that we expect our

return into the Holy Land , and you carry in your hands the liv es
,

the fortunes , and the liberty of your brethren
,
not of the Order

O nly , but of the vast number of Christ ians that are groaning in the
chains of the I n fide ls .

“

The occupation of Cyprus was for but a few years
.
from

until 1 31 0 , but during this period they recruited in numbers
,

fitted

out several galleys . capturing many vesse ls
.
and were becomin g
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formidable at sea . August 1 5 , 1 31 0 , under Grand Master F u lk de

Vi llare t , after laying siege to Rhodes the principal c i ty of the

i s land of that name . the Knights stormed and captured the place

cutting the I n fid e l s t o pie ces but saving the l i ves of th e Christians
,

of whom there w ere many wi thin its wal ls .

Immediate ly fol l owing the capture of Rhodes
,
Grand Master

d e Vil laret set about rebuilding the fortifications of the ci ty and

bringing the adj ac ent i sl ands under his control
,
but before this

c ould be accomp lished the Knights were attacked by the Turk s
,

Corsairs , and Greeks . All e fforts fai ling to regain the c i ty , the

T u rks and their a ll i e s were withdrawn l e aving the Knights in pos

session o f the i sland .

The capture of the is land of Rhodes and its subsequent defence

immediate ly fol l owing . was the talk of Europe , carrying gladness

to a l l Christian hearts , and the fac t that the Hospitalers remained

near the Holy Land whi le the other orders of knighthood had

withdrawn , direc ted publi c atte ntion to them . The resul t of thi s

was a large inc rease in m embership and the gifts of more estates .

I n England alone , as we learn from the archives in Malta ,

there were in 1 330 —4 0 some fifty commanderi e s with an annual gross

revenue of four thousand pounds , which was large ly increased

about thi s time by the addition of the propertie s of the Knights

Templars . which order had been suppressed and its e states c o n fis

c a t e d ; i ts grand master , Jacques de Molay , having been burned at

the stake on an is land in the river Se ine , Paris . March 1 8 , 1 31 3, by

order of Phil ip the Fair . king of France . and with the approval of

the papal authority
,
Clement V .

Wi lli am de Vil laret . the brother and predec essor of Fulk de

Vil laret
,
was the g rand master who p lanned the cap ture of the

Is l e of Rhodes
,
and but for his sagacity the Hospitalers would have

shared the fate of the Templars .

When the grand maste r of the Knights Templars was sum

mo n e d to Rome by Pope Clement V . Willi am de Vil laret was also

summoned . but fearing treachery , made the excuse that he was

engaged in the re connaissanc e of Rhodes . whic h he intended t o a t

tack . and that he could not aff ord to abandon the enterpris e . This

alon e saved him the imprisonment , ending in death . which befe l l

the noble Jac ques d e Molay . Having c ompleted his reconnais

sanc e
,
Grand Master Wil liam de Vil laret was taken i l l and di ed in

1 30 8 , and it was left for his brother and successor , John . to c arry

out his plans .

For two c enturi es and more the Hospitalers or Knights of St .

John were in absolute possessi on of Rhode s and adj acent islands

and were known to the wor l d as the Knights of St . John and
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Rhodes . Their fortunes were varied , and they had passed from

battalions of mailed and mounted warriors to sea k ings
,
treading the

decks of their armed gal leys and ships with the proud bearin g of th e

old Norsemen . The white cross of the old Hospitalers floated from

th e masthead of vesse ls in eve ry part of the Medite rranean , and

was look ed upon with terror bv the infidel . One new language , th e

Spanish . had been added . and commanders of divisi ons , cast les , or

important fortifications , and admirals of i ts fle ets
,
were rai sed to

the rank of Grand Cross Knights . The number of these Grand

Crosses was never numerous . and i t was an honor only the brave st

and most experienced commanders ever attained . The reci pi ent s

of this g rade wore a ring known as the g rand cross ring , made o f

beaten gold . The seal or back of r 1 n g was a three fourths inch .

oval , gold - chased rim , within which was a golden crown and a

white enameled eight - pointed star or cross . We have one in our pos

session , a very ancient one we secured when in Malta , a pictu re of

which is to be seen in G rand Commandery proceedings of I l linois
,

1 8 92. We know of no other except in the Armory of the Knights

in Malta , the property of the E ngl ish gov ernment .

I t may not be new to our readers . but it is of interest to know

that the name of the ir is land home . Rhodes . was derived from the

number of wild roses to be found all over the island . Having risen

to the dignity of a maritime power . the Knights frequently made

landing s at Smyrna . B e y r o u t . and other ci tie s of Asia Minor and

Phenic ia . attack ing the i n fide l s and barbarians wherever found
.

making prizes of their vesse ls and richly laden merchantmen
.
At

the same time escort was given to the many ships from E urope upon

which thousands of Christians were constantly mak ing pi lgrimages

to th e Holy Land . At a critical period in their history
, 1 521 , when

Solyman . Sultan of Turkey , was gathering an army to attack

Rhodes , the grand master died , and Philip Vil liers de L
‘

I sl e Adam .

grand prior of France was elec ted : the o n l v other name being
considered was that of Sir Thomas Docray grand prior of En

g
land

.

a Knight di stinguished for his genius and skill i n diplomacy
. Know

ing that Rhodes was threatened with a siege L I sl e Adam imme
di a t e l v ordered al l Knights from their commanderies throughout
E urope hastened suppl ies a n d munitions of war to Rhode s

,
and

proceeded there in person . He had but reached that c ity
.
havin g

narrow ly escaped disaster by fire and storm as wel l as c apture by
the Turkish fl eet . when he recei ved the fol lowing dipl omatic l ette r
from the commander of the invading forces bearing the fol l owing
mighty ti tl es :
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“Su ltan Solyman , by the grace of God king of kings , sov ereign
of sovere igns , most high emperor of B i za n ti u m and T r e l i zo n d ;
most mighty kin g of Persia

,
Arabia

,
Syria

,
and Egypt ; su

preme lord of Europe and Asia , princ e of Me cca and Aleppo ;
posse ssor of Jerusalem , and lord of the universal s ea . To
Phi l ip Vil l i ers de ’I sle Adam , grand master of the I sl e of
Rhodes— Gree t ing :
“I c ongratu late thee on thy new dignity

,
and thy arrival in

thy dom inions . I wish that thou mayest re ign there happily and
with more glory than thy predec e ssors . I t shal l be in thy power
to hav e a share in our good wil l . Enj oy , then , our friendship , and
as our fri end , be not the l a st

‘

to con gratu late us on the conquests
we have j u st made in Hungary

,
where we have reduced the im

porta nt fortress of Be lgrade , after having destroyed al l that durst
re s ist us with our dreadfu l sword . Adieu .

Grand Master L
’I sl e Adam was not to be dece ived by this crafty

le tte r , for while th e Su ltan was apparently holding out the hand

of pe ac e , his ve sse ls were i nsulting those which sai l ed under the

banne r of the Order , and so returned him the fol l owing in reply :

Fr . Phil ip Villie rs de L
’

I sl e Adam , grand master of Rhodes . To
Solyman , Sultan of the Turks :

I understand v ery we l l the meaning of thy letter
,
which thy

ambassador has brought me : thy proposals of peace be tween us are
as agre eable to me as they wi l l be disple asing to C u r t o g l i . That
corsair , at my passage from France , did all he could to s u rpri se
m e , but not succ eeding in his proj ec t , and not caring to go out
of these seas without having done us some damage , he entered
the river of Lyc ia

,
and attempted to c arry o ff two merchant ships

belonging to our ports . He had lik ewise attacked a bark be long
ing to some Candiots

,
but the gal l eys of the Order which I sent ou t

of the port of Rhodes
,
forced him to let go his hold . and mak e o n

“

as fast as he could , for fear of fall ing into our power . Adieu .

Othe r let ters fol lowed
,
m essengers were c aptured , and hostages

he ld whil e preparation s for l anding by the Turks and defence by

the Knights of Rhode s were be ing carried on . Provisions and mu

n iti o n s of war were brought from Cyprus , E u r o pe a n d other p l aces ,
and al l the Knights i n Christendom ordered in for the de fence ,
whi le the i sland was made desol ate that the Turks might obtain no

su ppl i e s , th e peasantry first being brought with in the garrison . The

Knights and men - a t- arms were di stributed about the f o r ts .c a stl e s,

and batteri es . and the reserve s placed under the four Grand (
‘ross

Knights who were known as captains or g e n e r a l s , n a me l y . d
’

A ma r a l ,

of Casti le : John Buck , a knight of th e language of E nglan d :

de (
‘luys

,
grand prior of France , and de M o r gu t . grand prior of

Navarr e .

To the se were added four other commanders . two French and

two S pa n i sh , e a ch with one hundred and fi fty men as reserves . An

important additi on to the garrison was an enginee r from the Isl e
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Candia named Ga brie l M a r ti n i g o ,
who j oined the Knights at this

time
,
was accepted , and for his sk i l l and we ll known abili ty was

made a Grand Cross . The entire garrison at this time was but 60 0

Knights
, 4 ,50 0 men - a t - arms and a few hundred of the Rhodian c iti

zens . To a dd to L ’

I sl e Adam
’

s anxi ety , because of Pope Adrian

VI having seized the property of the I ta li an Knights in I taly these

Knights le ft Rhodes for Candia . but being afterward assu red that

a siege was imminent they returned and fought brave ly to the end .

Solyman having according to his custom fi rst sent in a dec lara

tion of war
,
appeared o ff the harbor o f o Rhodes June 26 , 1 522, with

a fleet of four hundred sai l a n d one hundred or more large gal l ey s ,
landing an army of men - a t - arms and pioneers with

which to dig trenches and run his mines .

Th e Turk ish tr0 0 ps were immediately landed , trenches opened ,
m ines run , and batteries planted . The guns of those days were

shotted with stone balls
,
many of these same stone c annon - bal ls

used at Rhodes , and but a few years late r at Malta , we hav e se en

in the armory of the Knights of St . John at Malta . A fter seve ral

days intrenching and sk irmishing , assau lts were deli v ered simu l

t a n e o u sl y against the tower of St . N icholas the posts of the Ger

man Knights , the E nglish , and Ital ian , but al l in vain : they were

not to be carried while so man y brave Knights lived to defend

them . Days passed into weeks and weeks into months
,
provisi ons

becoming scarce and powder scarcer . and sti l l the Hospitale rs

held out . The city had been fired by traitorou s hands
,
information

had been conveyed to the Turk s by a spy within the walls
.
and the

senior Grand Cross K n ight ,d
'

A ma r a l had been proven a traitor and

executed— the only case of the k ind in the history of the Order
.

Sti l l L ’ Isle Adam and the few wounded and maimed Knights who

survived held the fast crumbling battlements of the inner wal ls
and re fused to surrender .

The garrison had become weak ened , though many Knights had

come to the de fence . ! e t human strength cou ld not endu re the

prolonged siege and daily assaults . For each Knight who had fal len

one hundred Turks had hi t the dust or more were ki l l ed or

died during the siege ), but th e ranks were fast thinning
,
and the

men - a t - arm s were as few in proportion as their knightly command

ers . Grand Master L
'

I sl e Adam , in this emergency
,
took counse l

with his Knights and the citizens , and on the 20 th day of Dec ember
,

1 522, after a bloody and protracted engagement , in which himse lf
and the surviv ing Knights sought death in every breach rather than

survive the loss of Rhodes , agreed to its surrender
.

In the generous terms of capitu lation off ered by Solyman the

Magnific ent , it was stipu lated that the inhabitants shou ld not be
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c ompe l led to de l iver u p the ir chi ldren to become T u rkish soldi e rs ,
that the churches shou ld not be profa n ed , and the people be per

mi tte d th e enj oyment of the Christian re ligion . Vesse ls sufficient

to transport the grand master
,
th e remaining Knights

,
and such

c i t i zens as chose to acc ompany him , were to be provided to take

them to Candia . and twe l v e days be given in which to embark .

Suffi ce i t to say , that on the night of Dec ember 31 , 1 522, the

g rand maste r , the few surviv ing Knights , and about of the

inhabitants , m en , women , and children , embarked : and on the new

y ear , January 1 , 1 523, after blowing the
" re treat ” upon the bugle

we have seen in Malta
,
they set sai l from the I sland of Rhodes , over

whic h the banner of the Knights of St . John had floated v icto r i

o u sly for more than two hundred years . To the shame of Europe

it must be said that thi s band of warriors . who for more than two

hundred years had pol ic ed the seas of the Mediterranean and u p
he l d the banner of the cross

,
were unsupported for a long and

weary six months of sie ge
,
and at last compel l ed to surrender and

seek a new home . Jerusalem , Acre . and now Rhodes , their several

de spe rate stands , with a thousand battle s lining the pathway of

their gloriou s history for 1 0 , these four centuries , were not to be

forgotten . They served as beac on l ights to inspire and guide them

to the ir new home
,
the gateway to the fie lds and seas of their u m

surpassed glory . Malta .

Unfortunate ly the strength of the English Knights is not of

r ecord , but as they held one of the princ ipal bastions during the

siege of Rhode s they must have been strong in numbers . The fol

lowing are known to hav e been there and with two or three e xc e p
tions we re among the dead :

John Buck
,
Grand Cross ; Nicholas Hussey . co mmander of the

English bastion : Wil l iam O n a sc o n , commander of the English

quarter ; Thomas Sheffi e ld , c ommander of the palace postern

Nicholas Farfan
,
on grand master

‘

s staff : Henry Manse l , William

We ston
,
John Ranson

,
Wil liam West , John Baron , Thomas Pem

berton
.
George A sf e l z. John Lotu , Fra n c is Bue t , Gil es Rose l ,

George Eme r
,
Michael Roux

,
Nicholas Use l , Otho de M o n tse l l i , and

Nicholas Roberts .
After a few days bad weather . the vesse ls made a landing on

the Is l e of Candia . where , remaining for two months to recove r ,

c lothe the peop le
,
and rec eive the scattered Knights from the out

lying is land s of Rhodes , with the peasantry now numbering more

than they again set sai l for Sic i ly . fin a l lv arriving at th e

p
ort of Messina

.
where they went into c amp for some time . It w a s

not
,
howeve r

,
unti l after many tria ls and disappointments and th e

l a
p
se of several years that Grand Maste r L ’

I sl e Adam saw a home
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provided where the Grand Convent could be again established and

the Knigh ts find a permanent home .

March 24 , 1 530 , Charl es V ,
Emperor of Germany , signed and

de livered to the Knights a deed conveying in perpetuity
“
to the

most reverend the Grand Master and the Order of St . John , all the

castles
,
place s , and isles of Tripol i , Malta , and Gozo , with al l the ir

territories and jurisdictions . ” I t was further specified that this

was in consideration of the particular a fi
’

e c ti o n which he had a l

v
'

va ys
borne to the Order

,
and the important servic es which it had

done for many ages for the Christian world . and that it was bind

ing upon his heirs and successors . ” I t was this same emperor

who
,
when he first heard of the misfortunes of the Knights . said .

“ There has been nothing so we ll lost in the world as Rhodes .

Immediately upon receipt of this deed . which can yet be se en

in the Knights ” Armory
,
Valetta , Malta Grand Master L

'

I sl e

Adam forwarded the same to Pope Clement VII for his approval ,

which i t rec eived , and a bul l was issued recognizing the same ,
April 25, 1 530 . Believing the deed wi ll be of interest we g ive the

same in fu ll .

D e ed of the I sla n ds o f Ill al l a a n d G o r e a n d. T 1 ipo l
-i to the H o sp ita l of b

’

t

J o hn . of J o )ma l e fm, by Cha r l e s I . IlI a r ch

The brother , Philip Vil l iers D e L Isle Adam , humble master of
the Sacred House of the Hospital of St . John of J erusalem , guard
ian of the poor in Jesus Christ

,
and of our conventual home , to ou r

venerable brethren in Christ most dear to us , brother Hugh de
Lo po n s, draper of our convent and commander of our gal leys . and
to John Boniface

,
bailiff of our bai liwick of M a n o sc a and rec eiver

general of our Order : Health in the Lord and dil igence in ac tion .

Since his most catholic maj esty has , of his mu n ific e n ce , granted
the priv ilege to our Order whose tenor is as follows , namely :
We

,
Charles V

,
by the c lemency of the divine favor always .

Augustus , Emperor of the Romans : Joanna , his mother . and the
same Charles being , by the grace of God . monarchs of Castil e .
Aragon , of both S ic i l i e s , Jerusalem . Leon . Navarre , Granada . To
ledo

,
Valentia , G a l l i c i a . Majorca , Sevi l le . Sardinia , Cordova .

Corsica . Murcia , Algarve , Algeria , Gibraltar , the C a n a r v Is lands :
also of the is lands and continent of India , of the Oceans ; archduk e s
of Austria : dukes of Burgundy and Brabant : counts of Barce lona .

Flanders , and Tyrol : lords of Bisc ay and Molina ; dukes of Athens
and N e o pa tr i a : counts of R o u si l l o n

y
and Catalonia : marquis of La

Mancha and Ghent .

Whereas , for the restoration and establishment of the convent
Order , and re ligion of the Hosp ita l of St . John of Jerusalem : a n d
in order that the very reverend . and venerable , and wel l be loved
the grand master , the priors , b a i l ifi

'

s , preceptors , a n d knights of
the said Order , who , being expe lled from the I sland of Rhodes by
the Turks (who , after a most protracted and violent sie ge , have
occupied that isl and ). have already wan dered for several ye ars
should obtain at length a fixed residence . and there shou ld once
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more re turn to those duties for the benefit of the Christian com a
'

munity which appertain to th eir re l igion ; and should di ligent ly
e xert their strength and the ir arms against the pe r fidi o u s enemies
of the Christian re lig ion ; moved by devotion , and actuated by the
same spiri t whic h has allied us to the Order

,
we hav e determined

upon granting a fixed home to the above - mentioned grand master
and Order , that they shou ld no longer be compe l l ed to wander
about the world , by the tenor of this our present charter , firmly
val id to al l future time s : through our fix ed knowledge

,
and regal

authority , and de l iberation : and with special design for ourselv es ,
our heirs , and successors on th e throne , we grant , and of our liber
ality we bountifu lly bestow upon the aforesaid very reverend the
grand master of the religion and Order of St . John of Jerusalem ,

in feudal perpe tuity , noble . fre e , and uncontrolled , our citi es , cas
t le s , p lace s , and is lands of Tripol i , Malta , and Gozo , with all the i r
c iti e s , castl e s , place s . and insular territorie s with pure and mixed
j urisdict ion , right , and property of useful government ; with power
of l ife and death over mal e and female residing within the ir limi ts ,
and with the laws , constitutions , and rights now existing amongst
the inhabitants ; toge ther with al l other l aws and rights , e x e mp
tions , priv i leges , revenues , and other immunities whatsoever : so
that they may hereafter hold them in feu dal t enure from us , as
kings of both S ic i l i e s

,
and from our succ essors in the same king~

dom
,
reigning at the time , under the sole acknowl edgment of a

hawk or falc on , w hich , e very year , on the festival of All Saints ,
shall be presented by the person or persons du ly authorized for that
purpose into the hands of the Vi c eroy or presid ent , who may at that
time be administering the government

,
in sign and recognition of

feudal tenure ; and , having made that acknowledgment , they shal l
remain exempt and fre e from al l other service c l aimable by l a w
and customary to be performed by vassals .
The investiture of which feudal te n u r e ,h o w e v e r , sh a l l be renewed

in e very c ase of a new successi on , and comple ted according to the
dispositions of the common law

,
and the grand maste r for the t im e

be ing
,
for himse lf and the abov e mentioned Order general ly in thi s

rec ognition and investi ture
,
shal l be bound to give a p ledge , that

from th e said citi e s , castl e s , or p laces , he wil l not p ermit loss , or
prej udic e

,
or inj ury

,
to be perpetrated against us , or our kingdoms

and lordships above menti oned
,
or those of our successors in the

said k ingdoms
,
ei th er by sea or by land , nor wil l offer any assist

anc e or favor t o those infl i cting such inj urie s , or desirous of infl ic t
i ng t hem : but rather shal l stri ve to avert the same with al l their
power . And if anyone arraigned of a capita l crime , or accused of
any simil ar off ence , shal l escape from the said k ingdom of Si cily ,
and shal l tak e refuge in th ese i s lands , and their feudatori es , i f
they shal l be requ ired on the part of the Vic eroy , or of the gover
nor

, o r th e m inisters of justic e of the said kingdom for the time
be ing

,
they shal l be bound to expe l su ch fugitiv e or fugitives , and

to drive them far away from the ir isl a n d ,
w i th the exception of those

who are accused of tre ason , or of h e r e sy ,
wh o m they shal l not ej ect ,

but
,
at the requisiti on of th e V ic eroy , or his l i eutenant , they shal l

tak e them prisone rs
,
and remit them in custody , to the V i ceroy or

gov ernor
.
Furthermore

,
in order that the nomination to the

bishopric of Malta may remain as it i s now , in our gift and presen
t a t i o n ,

and in that of o u r successors in the k ingdom of S i c 1 l y :
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therefore
,
we dec ree

,
that after the death of our reverend and b e

loved council lor
,
Balthasar de V a u l tk i r k ,

our imperia l v ic e - chan
c e l l o r , late ly nominated by u s to that dioc ese , as also in th e c ase
of every subsequent vacancy occurring hereafter , the grand mas
ter and the convent of the Order shal l nominate to the Vic eroy of
Sicily

.
three persons of the Order

,
of whom one at le ast shal l be

and must be a subject of ours or of our succe ssors 1 n the k 1 n gdo m,

and who shall al l be fit and proper p ersons for the e x e r c 1 se of that
pastoral dignity . Of which three persons thus nominated , we , and
our succe ssors in the kingdom

,
wil l present

,
and shal l be bound to

present the one whom we or they may judge to be the most worthy
for the post .
The master shal l be bound to grant the dignity of the grand

cross to whosoever may be nominated to the said bishopric , and
shal l give him admission into the counci l of the Orde r , toge the r
with the priors and bailiff s . Also , since th e admiral of the Orde r
i s bound to be of the language and nation of Italy , and it i s deemed
advisable that , for him who is to exerc ise his au thority , when a b

sence or other impediments oc cur
,
if a suitable perso n can be

found in the same language and nation
,
i t shal l be giv en to him : i t

is therefore reasonable . that under a similar parity of sui table
ness , that person should the rather be e lec ted to exerc ise that o f
fic e , who may be judged the most eligible from amongst that
tion and language . who shal l exercise hi s offic e and be deemed

pe cte d of none .

Furthermore l e t statutes and firm decree s be made of every
thing contained i n the three prec eding artic l es , according to the
style and manner used in the said Order

,
with the approbation and

authority of our sacred Lord and of the apostolic see ; and let the

g
rand master of the Order who now is , or hereafte r may be , be
o u n d to swear solemnly to the faithful observation of the said
statutes , and to preserve them in perpetuity inviolate . Further
more . if the Order should succeed in reconquering the i sl and of
Rhodes , and for that reason . or from a n y other cause

,
shal l depart

from these islands and their loc al feudatories , and shall e stabli sh
their home and convent elsewhere , it shal l not be lawful for them
to transfer the possession of these is lands to any other person
without the expressed sanction of their feudal lord ; but if they
shal l presume so to al ienate them without our sanc tion and l ic ense

.

they shall , in that case , revert to us and to our successors in fu l l
sovereignty . Further . whatever arti l lery or engines of war now
exist wi thin the cast le and c ity of Tripoli , as shal l be spec ifi ed in a
proper inventory , they may retain the same for three years for
the protection of the town and c itadel : the obl igation

,
howeve r

,

remaining valid to restore the said arti l l ery and machine s afte r
the lapse of three years. unless at that time our grac e ma v,

owin g
to the necessities of the case . see fit to prolong the time f i n ord er
that the town and c itadel ma v have its defence more sa f e lv pro
v ide d for .
And further , whatever rewards or gratuities

, t e mpo r a r v or
permanent , may have been granted to certain persons in the se te r
r ito r 1 e s , which have been given them , ei the r on account of the ir
merits , or from some other obl igation . in whatever state they ma v
now stand , they shall not be taken away from them without proper
recompense , but shall remain in ful l force unti l the grand master
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and convent shall se e fi t to provide them elsewhere with equa l and
Similar property . And in the valu ation of this re compense all di f
fere nce of opin ion whi ch might arise

,
a n d al l annoyance and ex

pense of legal proceedings shall be obviated thus : When it shall
se em fit to the grand master and convent to grant to any one such
rec ompense , two judges shal l be nominated : one , i n our name , by
the V i c eroy of Sici ly for the time being : the other by the grand
master and convent

,
who

,
summarily and prec ise ly

,
shal l d efine

the c oncession of pri vi l e ges to be transferred
,
with the arguments

on both sid es , without any other form or process of l aw and if
any recompense is to be given

,
they shal l d e cree how much it

should be by right . But if the two j udges should , by chanc e , be of
d iff erent and opposing opinions , by the consent of both partie s , let
a third judge be named , and whilst the question i s being a dj u di
c a t e d or inq uired into , and the recompense fixed , the possessors
shall remain in the enj oyment of their rights , and shall receiv e the
produc e of their privi l eges , unti l compensation shal l have been
made t o them . Un der whic h conditio n s , as contained and described
above , and in no other manner , c onceding to the aforesaid grand
master and c onvent

,
one and al l of the said arti c le s in feudal ten

u r e , as have been described , as can best and most fu lly and most
u sefu l ly be stated and written for their conv eni ence and benefit ,
and good

,
sound

,
and favorable und erstanding ; we off er and trans

fer th e same to the rule of the grand master , convent , and Order ,
in useful and firm dominion irrevocably ; in ful l right , to have and
to hold . to govern , to exerc ise in ful l j uri sdiction . and to retain in
peace and perpetuity .

And on account of this concession
,
and otherwise , according as

i t can best be made avai lable and held by law , we give , concede ,
and bestow to the said grand master

,
convent , and Order , all rights

and al l property
,
real and personal of every desc ription whateve r ,

which appertain to us
,
and which can and ought to be long to us in

those islands
,
which we grant to them by feudal tenure , under the

said c onditi ons as have been r e c it e d
,
a n d in other matters according

to the circumstances of the case ; which rights and privi leges , in o r
der that they may be perpetual and capabl e of being exercised and
maintained

,
and that al l and every right may be enj oyed and freely

e xe rc ised by law and whatever e lse we ourse lves may perform in
any manner

,
e ither now or hereafter , p lacing the said grand mas

ter
,
convent

,
and Order in every respect in our p lac e we consti tute

them true lords
,
due and authori zed agents and administrators in

their own matters
,
no rights and no privil eges , which we hav e con

c eded to them as above
,
beyond what we have already receiv ed ,

shal l be retained or rec e ived by us or by our counci l . Committing ,
from this time forth , to the charge of the said grand master , con
vent

,
and Order of St . John of Jerusal em , with the same authority

as we have here tofore exercised
,
al l and everyone , male and f e

male
,
who may now be dwel ling , o r here after about to dwel l , in the

said i s lands
,
c ities

,
lands

,
p laces

,
and castl es , or in the ir terri tories ,

under whatsoever laws or conditions they may hav e resid ed there ,
that they should re ceive and c onsider the said grand master as
the ir tru e and feudal lord

,
and the rightfu l possessor of the afore

said te rritories
,
and shal l perform and obey his behests . as good

a n d faithfu l vassa ls should always obey their lord .

They shal l also make and offer fide lity and homage to the said
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grand master and convent . wi th all the oaths usual in simi lar cases ;
we al so ourselves

,
from the moment that they take those oaths

and tender that homage
,
absolve and fre e them from all oaths and

homage which they may have already made and taken to us , or to
any of our predecessors

,
or to any other persons in our name , and

by which they have been heretofore bound . Moreover , to the
i llustrious Philip

,
Prince of the Asturias

,
etc . , our we ll beloved

fir st - born son
,
and desc endant , who , after our prosperous and

l engthened reign
,
we n ominate and appoint , under the support o f

our paternal benediction , to be , by the grace of God , our imme di

a te heir and legitimate successor , in al l our k ingdoms and domin
io ns to al l th e most i l lustrious lords our be loved counci l lors , and
to our faithfu l Vic eroy and captain - general in our Kingdom of the
Two S ic i l i e s , to the chief - j ustic e , or whosoever may be ac ting in
his pl ac e . to the judges a n d magistrates of our courts , to th e mag
i st r a t e s of the “

po r tu l a n o
‘ ” and the " se crets , ” to the treasurer and

conservator of our roya l patrimonies , to the patrons of our ex
chequer . to the captains of our fortresses . to our prefects and
guards . portulans . and po r t u l a n o t e s , secre ta , and to all and every
one e lse of the officials , and of subj e cts in our said Kingdom of
the Two S ic i l i e s , and especially of the said is lands , and of the
city and castle of Tripol i , as we ll n o w as hereafter , by the same
authority we order and direct

,
under pain of our indi gnation and

anger . and under a penalty of ten tho u sand crowns , to be other
wise levied upon their property

,
and paid into our treasury , that

they hold , and support . and observe , and shal l cause to be l n
violably held and observed by others , these our concessions and
grants , one and al l , as contained above .

Also , our aforesaid Vic eroy himsel f , or by means of a commis
si o n e r or commissione rs whom he may choose to nominate in our
name for that purpose , shall cause to be handed over and trans
ferred , in actual and tangible possession , as vacant and free , al l
as is aforesaid , which we have conceded to the said grand master
and convent , to himself , or to a procurator named in his p lac e . to
whom in every way , in order that , on their side they complete and
carry out the stipulation and agreement with the said grand mas
ter and convent , we confer power , and commit our p lenary author
ity : a n d after possession shal l have been duly handed o ver , they
shal l support the said grand master and convent in that po w e r . a n d
shall protect them powerful ly against every one ; nor shal l they
cease to be paid rents , import or export duties . or any other taxe s
or rights by either of the aforesaid , to whom we have granted this
feudal tenure .

We , also , in order to give eff ect to this deed ,
in c ase i t should

be necessary , supply al l de fects , nul lit ies , faults , or omissions . if
any shal l chance to be inc luded , or shall arise , or be in any man
ner al leged , from which , in the p lenitude of our royal authority

,

we grant a disp ensation . For which purpose we have ordered the
present deed to be drawn out and furnished with our offi cia l se al
for the aff airs of Sici ly attached to i t . Given at Castel lum Fran
cum , on the 23d day of the month of March .

in the year of our Lord
1 530 ; i n that of our reign as Emperor the tenth year : as King of
Casti le , Granada , etc . , the twenty - seventh : of Navarre

,
the six

te e n th ; of Aragon , both S i c i l i e s , Jerus a lem , a n d elsewhere , the fif
te e n th : and of al l our realms the fifte enth

.
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Diffic ultie s arising with the Vi c eroy of S ic i l y ,
wh o c laimed dutie s

on al l c orn shipped from that country to Malta
,
and that he wou ld

not acc ept money which might be coined by the Knights , in pay

ment of the same
,
further negotiations became ne c essary between

the Knights and Emperor Charl e s V
,
which final ly resulted in those

c onc essions be ing made to the Order . I t was therefore agreed that

al l c orn should be du ty free
,
and the Knights have the privil ege of

the ir own coinage . These matters satisfac torily adjusted
,
gal l eys

and transports were se cured to take the Rhodian people who had

faithfu lly remained with the Order , and building material to Malta ,
the grand mast er and the Knights accompanying them . The land

i ng was made in what is now known as the grand harbor , October

26 . 1 530 , and L
'

I sl e Adam was once more sovere ign over th e land

and people where Grand Convent was establ ished . There was at

this time in addition to the Knights and the ir p eople from the

Rhodi an is le s
,
a nativ e population of to who hai led

th e coming of the Knights of St John wi th j oy . be lie ving it was for

th e best interests of the ir is land .

Severe as was the loss of Jerusal em , and the withdrawal from

Acre , the loss of Rhodes was still greater . and ye t i t linked the

name of the Hospital ers , the Knights of St . John , with that of the

most memorable siege of the 1 6th c entury . And the memories of

t he daring of the Knights of Rhodes , now bec ome the Knights of

Malt a
,
are insep arably connect ed in the history of the centuri es

s inc e their organi zation , with the bravest deeds known to the c r u

s ades . Scarce three years , and they years of l abor . to make the

I s le of Malta habitabl e
,
amid hardships and tria ls , and a t the age

o f sev enty years , Grand Master L
’

I sl e Adam passed to the holier

l and on high .
August 21 , 1 534 . was the date of the death of this

grand old Hospital er . whose name wil l e ver be associated with

the gre at si e ge of Rhodes . When we consider the splendor of his

ac hiev ements
.
his undaunted bravery . and his nobleness of charac

t er
,
do you wonder that we c lass that eminently pious old warrior .

Ph i l ip Vil li ers de L
'

I s l e Adam . whose name and fame are i n se pa r

ably c onn ec ted with the Order o f St . John and the si ege of Rhodes .

the sec ond of th e three gre at grand masters of the I l lustrious Order

o f S t . J o h n of J e r u sa l e 1 n .th e Knights of Rhodes and Knights of Malta !

The remains of Grand Mas ter L ’

i sl e Adam were first buried in the

l it tl e chape l at the fortress of S t . Ange lo , and afterwards removed

to St
.
John 's c hurch

,
where they now rest bes ide those of Grand

Master La Vale t te
. a n d such was the love of the Knights for their

grand maste r that in commemoration of that love they h a d e n

graven up on the monument in St . John
‘

s church which was ere cted

t o h i s memory : Here l ie s Virtu e Victorious over Fortune .
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J O H N DE L A VA L ETTE .

T H E FORT ! - SE VENT H GRAND MAST ER A ND D E FE NDER

OF MAL TA .

From the death of Grand Master L
‘

I sl e Adam , in 1 534 , unti l

the election of a Knight of Provence , John de la Vale tte , as grand

master
,
August 21 . 1 557 . the fortunes of the Knights of St . John .

Rhodes
,
and Malta , had been varied . Four other grand masters

had been e l ec ted , served th e Order faithfully . and died . Malta had

been attacked several times and the Turks repulsed . Tripol i .

Tunis . Algiers , and other posts on the African coast had been won

and lost again . The Order in E ngland had been attacked . many

Knights executed . estates c onfisc ated , and commanderie s sup

pressed during the reign of Henry VIII
,
so that the language was

almost extinc t . To the honor of the E ngl ish Knights be i t said

that all wh o could escape did so , abandoning their possessi ons a n d

retiring to Malta . where they took an honorable position in the

great siege . The post of the E nglish Knights during the siege of

1 565. was on the sea front of St . Angel o
,
the main point of attack

after St . Elmo fe l l . and conseq u ently the post of honor . No tw i th

standing all these trials and misfortunes . the Order wa s ste adi ly

increasing in numbers , strengthening the position on Malta . and

regaining its supremacy on the Medite rranean .

Knight John de la Valette was sixty - thre e years of age when

e lected grand master , of noble birth , and had entered the Orde r

when but a youth . His servic es at the siege of Rhode s , i n defence

of Tripoli , and in command of the Order
‘

s fle et
,
had won him st ep

by step the rank of c ommander , a Grand C ross , and that of l ien

tenant to Grand Master La Sangle , upon whose death h e suc

c e e de d to the command of the Order . His de votion to duty for

more than forty years was unparal l e led . for in that tim e he had

ne ver been absent from his c onvent except when sai ling in search
of the Turk and Infidel .

Phi lip I I having succeeded (
"

harles V . and being engaged in a

war with the Moors . the Knights furnished a large c ont ingent of
fi ghting men , and were ever found in the forefront of battl e

.
Ex

pe diti o n s against Tripoli and other fortresse s were undertak en

with general success , and many captures made at sea
,
the reby e n

riching the Order a n d enabl ing them to push forward the defence s

of Malta . About this time , 1 563 , in addition to the c apture s in

A l giers and on the Mediterranean . the K nights had succ e eded
.
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afte r de sperate fighting , i n taking a Turkish gal leon of twenty

guns be longing to the chie f eunuch of the imper ial harem . the val

u a b l e c argo of which belonged to the Sultan
'

s favo rit es .

This was too much for Solyman the Magnificent , and he deter

mined to punish the Knights of St . John and drive them from

Malta , a fi tting c lose of his l ong reign as he h a d signal led its com

m e n c e me n t by the ir defeat at Rhode s .

To me e t the c oming struggle Grand Master La Valette sent

ambassadors to al l the c ourts of Europe urging contributions of

men , arms , and suppl ies , but rec ei ved l it t le encouragement . Find

ing that he must re ly upon his own Order , a summons was sent to

all the European c ommanderies and the Knights hastened to Malta

from every quarte r . Scattered as the members of the Order were .

and demoral i zed as many might be expe c ted to be since their ex

pul sion from Rhodes , ye t no sooner did they learn of the c ontem

plated attack upon Malta than the remembrance o f the glori es of

Pa le stine . of Acre , and Rhodes , c aused every member of the Order

who was abl e to hasten to the de fence of the red c ross banner and

general convent . Every preparation having been made by Grand

Master La Valette before assigning the Knights and the ir com

mands to the defence s
,
a grand review was h a d , after which the

Knights were ass embl ed in grand convent where the fol lowing a d

dress was made . after whic h they marched to churc h , partook of

the holy sacrament
,
made confession , and then proceeded to thei r

re sp ectiv e posts .

Grand Maste r La Valett e thus addressed the members of the

Orde r

A formidable army
,
and an infinite multitude of barbarians

are coming to thunder down upon us : they are , my bre thre n . ene

mie s to Je su s Chri st :
’ tis our business to stand u p manful ly in de

fence o f the faith and if th e gospel must submit to the Alcoran ,

God on this occ asion demands back of us a life , which we have a l

ready devoted to him by our profe ssion : thrice happy they , who

shal l fi rst fall a sac rifice to so good a cause . My bre thren , to th e

al tar
,
there to renew our vows and partake of the blessed sacra

ment
,
and l et the blood of the Saviour of mankind inspire us with

su ch a nobl e c ontempt of death as c an alone make us invinc ible .

The Knights to a man followed the example of their grand

m aster
,
embraced e ach other

,
and went forth nobly to d ie or to

vic tory .

The inspect ion and rev iew showed the c ommand at this t ime to

c onsi st of about 70 0 Knights , 1 0 0 se rving brothers . and men

a t - arms and seamen .

The princ ipal posts of defenc e were the Castle s of St . Ange lo
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and St . E lmo , whi ch commanded the Grand Harbor ; the anc ient

c apita l c ity , Citt a Vecchia , and the outlying is land of Gozo .

Fifty Knights and five hundred men - a t - arms were assigned to

St . Ange lo , where , from its commanding posi tion , Grand Maste r

La Valette took up his quarters . The l itt l e st ar fort , St . E lmo , on

the opposit e sid e of the Grand Harbor and at i ts ou ter point . which

was only garrisoned by sixty men
,
had been enlarged and strength

ened , so that an addit ional forc e of sixty Knights and one hundred

soldi ers were placed in it . Citta Vecchia and the isl e of Gozo were

properly garrisoned . and a patrol forc e of two hundred isl anders

and six hundred men - a t - arms were placed at diff erent points around

the coast . The Knights of the s everal l anguages , soldiers , and citi

zens were tol led o ff in detachments and stationed in batterie s upon

Point La Sangle . in bastions , and other defence s , and strong r e

serves kep t near S t . Ange lo , while gal l eys with the seamen were

in the harbor to de fend the entranc e .

On the morning of M a v 1 8 . 1 565. the Turkish fl e et appeared o ff

the island . and its c oming was signal l ed to the Knights by the guns

of St . Ange lo . St . Elmo , and Citta Vecchia . A strong Levant

wind blowing , the flee t sai led around the point . an choring at night

in the Bay of Marsa Siroc co . at the east end of the i s land . where a

landing was made and a picket post surprised . One Knight was

k i l led , another c aptured , sev ere ly tortured . and then murdered ,
the men - a t - arms be ing driven away .

The Turk ish fl e e t consisted of one hundred and fi f ty
- nine v es

se ls . with gall eys and transports upon which were of i ts best

troops . of whom were Janissaries
,
the flower of the Turk

ish army . These Janissari es were always consc ripted from Chris

tian fami lies . the abl est and best of whom were placed in the arm y .
never permitted to marry . and thus became a formidable force .

Havin g landed al l their troops . and th e flee t under the r e

n o w n e d Corsair Drag o t not yet having arrived
,
rec onnoitering par

ties were thrown forward , meeting with much opposition by de

t a chme n ts of the Knights , in which several severe confli c ts took

p lace .

The grand master . realizing that no matte r how great the loss

of the Turks in these d e su l to r v ac ti ons . the loss of a Knight was

greater to him than many men to the invaders
,
and so withdrew

al l his forc es wi thin the fortifi cations . May 24 ,
St

. E lmo was

invest ed and the siege began in earnest . A batte ry of ten guns

was placed in posit ion in the rear . or l and sid e . of St . E lmo .
These

guns were of heavy c al ibre , throwing eighty - pound sol id shot
,
and

to them were added tw o l ighter guns of sixty pounds
,
and one

heavier of 1 0 0 pounds . The Turks were not only known in those
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days to hav e the heav ie st arti l lery of any nation
,
but the best gun

ne rs . Many of the c annon - bal ls were made of s tone
,
and are to be

seen to th is day in the armory of the Knights of St . John in V a
le tta

,
th e c ity sinc e bui lt upon the rocky promontory call ed Mount

S c e b e r r a s , where the se batteries were then p lac ed . In placing

these guns in position the Turks lost many men , for the reason

that th e promontory , being of sol id rock , no trenches could be

made . Gabions and f a c i n e s , with earth to fil l , had to be brought a

long distance and carri ed to the front by the men
,
who were c on

sta n tly subj ect to the fire from St . Ange l o . The bette r to shel te r

the men from the fire of S t . Ange lo , the Turks h ad placed their

batteri e s on the outer , or opposit e , s lope of Mount S c e b e r r a s ,
which was a great mistak e for they were thus unabl e to prevent

Grand Maste r La Vale tte from throwing fre sh troops into St .

Elmo . This prolonged the si ege , as eve ry night the dead and

wounded were removed , a n d their places taken by other Knights

and men - a t - arms . Dr a gu t , the corsair , arri ving with thirteen

l arge gal l eys and re inforcements of men , took charge of the si ege ,
and being dissatisfied with the position immediate ly planted a n

other and larger battery upon the top of the ridge , so as to com

mand both St . Elmo and St . Ange lo , upon each of whic h he k ept

up an inc essant fire .

Just across ! uarantine Harbor is a low point of l and upon

which other batteries were p laced which raked St . Elmo and gave

the Turks a tremendous c ross - fi r e upon the Knights . Another

corsair
,
with six guns and additional men . c oming and finding the

embrasures of a rave l in unguarded , Dr a g u t ordered an attack

June 4 by the Janissarie s and a lodgement was made . Had i t

not been for some of the Spanish Knights who were near the draw

bridge at the t ime of the assault , and withdrew the bridge . St .

Elmo would have fall en in that attack .

As it was
.
a simultaneous attack was made by a storming

p arty and the walls were sc aled : but the undaunted Knights stood

firm
,
hurl ing the Janissaries headlong from the walls and pouring

boi ling p itch and wildfire upon the struggl ing mass in the ditches .

Above the roar of the arti l lery and the v ol leys of smal l arm s could

be heard the shrieks and ye l ls of the combatants in al l the lan

guages
.
The fierce c ry of the Janissary was answered by the

battl e ye l l of the Knight of St . John . and the shriek of the Turk

by the man - a t - arms .
A dense smoke hung low over St . E lmo . and only as the c ry i n

c reased o r died away could the anxious spec tators on the wal ls of

St
.
Ange lo j udge how the battl e was going . Now and then the

smoke wou ld l i ft , and whi le here a n d there could be se en the
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c rescent upon the battlement
,
ye t ove r al l c ould be se en the banner

o f th e c ross floating proud defiance to i ts foes .

Darkness at last c lothed friend and foe with its mantle . The

Turks had been repulsed
,
but with the advantage of having the

ravel in . Two thousand men had paid the cost of the assau lt , but

that was a smal l number for su ch a forc e
,
and could much be tte r

be spared than the twenty Knights of St . John and eighty men - a t

a rms who had so heroically fall en that day in defence of S t . Elmo .

Again were the dead and wounded removed by La Val ette and r e

i n f o r c e me n ts sent to the be leaguered garrison , but in turn t o be

brought back as were those who had prec eded them .

Many were the touching scenes and incidents of that long

s iege of four weeks
,
with its dai ly hand - to - hand encounters . One

y oung Casti lian Knight , shot through the body , refused assistan c e

from his brother Knights , saying , Don
'

t trouble y ourse lves about

me : I am a dead man : your c are wil l be better employed in the de

f ence o f our surv iving brethren .

" He then crawled away into the

l itt le chape l down under the fort , where we rec ited th e cre ed and

solemnly ren ewed our vows to this i l lustrious Order in 1 8 92, com

m ended his soul to God and died be fore the altar , where his body

was found the next morning .

D a y after day the garrison was attacked . and on the l o th of

J u ne another general assaul t was de livered . in which over

Turks fel l and sevente en Knights , together with three hundred

men - a t - arms . Hoops wrapped with cotton or w ool dipped in brandy

o r o i l. were fired and dropped upon the scaling parti es
,
setting

them on fire and burning them to death . One brave Knight fe ll

p i erced with a bal l j ust as he had c aptured a Turk i sh standard ,
and for that brave act he had an honored burial among the Grand

C rosses .

But human strength could not hold out much longer
.
The

garrison being untenabl e , the Knights asked to be wi thdrawn , but
G rand Master La Valette , knowing that it must be held to the last

moment . a fi e ct e d to bel ie ve that the Kn ights asked to be re li e ved

and wrote them they might retu rn on the boats which carri ed th e

relieving party , saying : Return my brethren
,
to the c onvent ;

you w i l l be more in safety there : and as for me
, I shal l th en be less

in pain about the preservation of fort St . Elmo , though it be of

such importance that the preservation of the isl and
.
and al l our

O rder , depends entire ly on it .

This offer the garrison fi rmly re fused . resolving to di e to a

man rather than have it said they were c owards
,
and so informed

th e grand master , begging of him permission to remain .
The

g rand master h a ving made his point , and kn owing ful l we ll that
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he c ou ld re ly upon the faithfu l p erformance of their duty
,
re adi ly

gave his consent .

A ll this t ime La Vale tte was sending urgent requests to the

v ic eroy of S i c ily to hasten re inforcements
,
but that o fi

‘
ic e r was too

fearful to do so , and the Knights of St . John were left to their

own resourc es . Parape t upon parapet was being raised
,
plat

form upon p latform built
,
and arti l lery hoisted up with which to

c ommand each others works , and sti l l the deadly work went on .

Additi ona l batt eries were p lac ed
,
and in such posi tions upon a n

oth er point across Grand Harbor as to cu t o ff all c ommunic ation

be tw een the be sie ged in St . Elmo and the grand master . June 21 ,
another despe rate assaul t was de l iv ered

,
the whol e Turk ish army

be ing engaged or in the trenches . The corsair , Dr a gu t , having

been mortally wounded
,
made the pirates and Janissaries more

desperate . Sev eral times the Turks advanced to the assaul t , and

as ofte n were they re pul sed
,
unti l night c oming on

,
put an end to

the sl aughter . I t was we l l that night put an end to th e c arnage ,
for human cou rage c ould have endured no longer , and St . E lmo

must have fall en . Al l eff orts on the part of Grand Master La

Vale tt e t o render aid to the garrison fai l ed , for the shores were

li ned with art i l le ry and muske te ers . The entire fleet blockaded

the p ort
,
and gal leys swarmed in al l the harbor . No effort possible

w a s spared to reach the garrison , but without avai l . Their fate

w a s se aled , and nob ly as ever a human be ing went down to death ,
those brave Knights of St . John did . The day of the 22d was o cc u

p ied i n d e su l t o r v fi rin g , and the night was we ll spent in dressing

each other ’ s wounds . But sixty Knights remained , and a few men

a t - arms
.
At midnight those Knights assembled in that litt l e

chape l be fore re ferred to
,
where th e remainder of the night was

spent in c onfessing the ir sins , re ce iving the sac raments of the

church : then k issing the ir swords , they returned to the breaches ,

where
,
l ash ed to the wal l s or seated upon stones , for many were

too se vere ly wounded to stand
,
with swords , spears , or guns in

hand
,
they awaited the assault . Daylight dawned June 23d , and

the Turks rushed to the assaul t but to be driven back . With

sword or muske t
,
battle - axe

,
or lance , they fought , and four times

were th e i n fide l s repulsed ; but gathering strength in numbers , and

the garrison bec oming less and le ss
,
at hi gh twelve on the day b e

fore th e anniversary o f their p atron saint , but not unti l the last

Knight of S t
.
John had fal len

,
did the banner of the c ross give way

for that of the c resc ent . Never did men di e more nobly , and

never in the history of the world has there been such a defence as

that of St
. E lmo .

The commande r of the Turk ish army , on sur

ve yi n g
th e ru ins

,
and thinking of St . Angel o , exc laimed :

“
What
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will not the father cost us
,
when the son , who is so smal l , has cost

us the bravest of our soldiers !" To add to the horrors of the occa

sion
,
and by way of revenge

,
the bodies of th e Knights had the ir

hearts cu t out
,
the gash of a cross m a de in their bodie s , and the

bodies thrown into the bay
,
that they might be c arried by the tid e

to the Town (Bourg ) a n d St . Ange lo .

This act so aff ec ted the grand master that he had every Turk

ish prisoner beheaded
,
and shotting his guns with these heads fired

them into the camps of the i n fide l s .

There fe l l of the Turkish army in the siege of St . Elmo ove r

soldi ers and many of the ir brav est commanders , and among

them the best of their naval offic ers , the corsair , D r a g u t . The

p l ace where he fell , and where his most effec ti ve batteries w ere

plac ed
,
is sti l l known as Point D r a gu t .

Great as w a s the loss of commanders and men to the Turk ish

army
,
i t was le ss to them than that which befe l l the Order of St .

John
,
for of i ts noble Knights one hundred and thirty were known

to have been k i l l ed
,
and fifteen hundred brave men - a t - arms or

soldiers .

Severe as was this loss . the grand master w a s sati sfied that th e

rest of his command was as brav e and de te rmined as those who had

fall en . He immediately se t about strengthening his posi tio n at

St . Ange lo and its immediate works . cal l ing in the detached gar

ri sons and four c ompanies from Citta Vecchia , resol ving that no

prisoners shou ld be taken , no q u arter ask ed or giv en , and that i t

should be war to the death .

Mustapha
,
the Turk ish commander . n o w having ful l p ossession

of Mount S c e b a r r a s . began to surround St . Ange l o and its garri

son , but before he did so re inforc ements numbering 734 men

arri ved , among whom were fif ty
- six gu n ners . forty gentlemen who

came to j oin in the defenc e of Malta . and f o r tv or more Knights .

Among the number were two from E ngland . named John Smith and

E dward Stanley : good E ngli sh names . truly . This smal l reinforce

ment . Ju ne 29 . was a host in itse l f and raised the spirits of the b e

s ieged . Mustapha . l earning of it and its numbers being large ly

magnified , sent u n der a flag of truce a demand for surrender . offe r

ing the same terms as those granted at Rhodes .

The off er was indignantly rej ected . Grand Maste r La Vale tte

and his Knights being determined to save th eir isl and home or be

buried beneath the ruins of i ts fortificat ions . As St . Ange lo and

other batterie s c ommanded th e waters of the Grand Harbor . th e

Turk s had recourse to the use of their ( ‘

h r i st i a n slav es to drag

boats over Mount S c e b a r r a s from the q u arantine into the upper

wat ers of the Grand Harbor , so as to attack th e sea front of the
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batteries . Here obs tructions , such as chains , a stockade of tim

bers , spars , and other impediments de l ayed operations unti l after

another large reinforc ement to the Turkish army arrived , when ,
on Ju ly 1 5, a general assau lt was begun on land and sea front of

batterie s . La Sangle , and the battery of St . Michae l on its point ,
being nearest the attack ing point of the boats i n the upper harbor ,
re c e ived the first assaul t on its water front

,
and

, u nfortunate ly for

the Knights , one of the i r magazines exploded , making a breach ,
through which the column entered and planted their banners upon

the wal ls . Grand Master La Vale tte
,
from his point of observa

t ion at St . Ange l o , see ing how hard St . Michae l
’s was pressed ,

threw in reinforc ements
,
which eventual ly recovered the ground

l ost and drov e the barbarians into the water .

When the breach was entered , Mustapha , se eing his banners

upon the wal ls , ordered in ten large boats from the outer harbor

fi l led with Janissari e s
,
and these c oming under the guns of the

smal l water battery at St . Ange lo , which be ing we l l served and at

short range , tore the fl oti l la to piece s
,
practical ly destroying a

c olumn of men and fi l l ing the bay with the ir dead bodies for

days thereafter . The Maltese , who are exce ll ent swimmers , reaped

a ric h harvest of j ewe ls and ornaments from the dead found fl o a t

i ng in the harbor , where , protec ted by the guns of St . Ange lo , they

found them . During the attack upon St . Michae l the land forces

were engaged , and a desperate attempt was made to carry the

works on La Sangle . This assau lt was l ed by the vic eroy of A 1

g i e r s , named Hassan , in the van of whic h he placed his forc e of

Alger ines
,
who we re among the most desperate of the invaders .

But it was of no avai l . They had encountered l e ss barbarou s men ,

but m en wh o were inte l l igent , brav e , and Christ i an soldiers , fight

i n g for a holy cause . Every assau lt was repulsed . N O quarter was

asked and none given
,
for mingled with the old war - cry of the Hos

pi t a l e r s ,
“God wil l have it

,
God wil l have it so !

“
was the new war

c r v of the Knights of Malta ,
“Remember St . Elmo !

”

The loss to the Knights in th is engagement was severe , for

ove r one hundred members had fal len , among whom were many of

the distinguished gentlemen volunteers who had so recently j oined

them
,
and fu l ly two hundred soldiers . Of the Turk ish loss ,

Algerines and Janissaries were numbered wi th the dead .

No rest was given the Knights for daily was the battle renew ed

and under cover of darkne ss were attempts made to c arry their

works
.
In one of these engagements the nephew of Grand Master

La Vale tte
,
a brave young Knight being kil led , when some of the

old Knights went to sympathize with him upon his loss , the sturdy
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old warrior exc laimed
,
All the Knights are al ik e dear to me ; I

consider them all as my chi ldren .

” And when spok en to of the

poss ibi lity of a defeat he said
,
No one shal l ever l iv e to se e .

whi le I am alive
,
a grand master taken in chains to Constantinople ,

for I shal l die with my chi ldren and my brethren .

”

A u gust 2 and 7 general assau lts were again de livered and with

the same results . In the latter the Mal tese women and chi ldren were

engag ed carrying weapons , ammunition , and food to the soldie ry ;
pouring boi ling oi l upon the heads of the Turks

,
Algerine s

,
and

Janissaries as they mounted the scaling ladders , or rol ling stones

u pon them from the wal ls as they struggled in the d itches be low .

All seemed nerved w ith the undaunted courage of the nobl e

grand master and his Knights , a n d the univ ersal desire to defeat

the foe br die in the breach . Fireworks , boi ling water , or me lt ed

pitch was in constant readiness , and no one there was more ready
to make use of such than the brave Maltes e women . E verything

known to war and barbarity was used upon each side . Mine s and

counter mines were made , Turk meeting Knight under the e arth as

th ey ran their gall eries , and both being blown up together in th e

e
'

xplosion of the mine .

The battle raged at al l points on land and sea with the chances

in favor of the T u r ks .wh e n M u sta ph a ,fi n di n g himse l f attack ed from

the rear , sounded a retreat . This alone saved the day to the

Knights of St . John , and it had been brought about by a smal l

force from Citta Vecchia . The commandant of that anc ient c ity

in the inte rior of the island , an old and gallant Knight . named

M u sq u e ta , fancying from the continuo u s roar of arti l l e ry
,
the rat

t le of smal l arms and the dense smoke hovering over St
.
Michae l 's

that it had been fired and a general assault was be ing made , s ent

out hi s smal l body of c avalry , each troo per tak ing a foot soldie r

on behind him , to make a diversion . This they certainly did
,
for

upon strik ing the enemy
’

s hosp ita l s they attacked the guards and

wounded , so that those who esc aped ran into their own lines with

the story that it was the advanc e of the Sic il ian army and henc e

the cause for sounding the retre at .

It was we l l that Grand Master La Valette did not re ly upon

Philip II , or his v ic eroy in Sic ily for aid
,
as

,
notw i thstanding al l

the i r promises . it was not their intention to send him any . a n d a n

t ic ipa ti n g su ch resul ts , while continually plead ing for su c cor
,
he

was as determined to defend Malta with his Knights to the bitt er

end . The Turkish general , Mustapha , and admiral , Pial i , b e c o m
ing de Spe i

- ate with their repeated failures and dreading the d is

pleasure o f Su ltan Solyman , while keeping up a continuous se rie s
of con fl ic ts , determined upon another general assau l t to be c ontin
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u ed both day and night unti l th ey had worn out the garri son .

August 1 8 , 1 9 , and 20
,
assaults were de livered

,
every point being

attack ed , bu t the most desperate on St . Michae l
’s and the posi tions

defended by the Casti l i an and English Knights on the sea front of

St . Ange lo . I n th e latter Grand Maste r La Vale tte was severe ly

wounded but remained in the w orks .

A lette r shot into th e c ity which contained only the word

Thursday ,
” gav e noti ce to th e grand master that the assaul t was

to be renewed that day . Every preparation was made , troops

be ing drawn from St . Ange lo and other forts to take their plac e

along the ou ter defences . All the Knights who w e r e o n o t mortally

wounded left the hospi tals and took the ir s tations wherever most

want ed . On Thursday
,
the 23r d , the Turks under Mustapha a d

v a n c e d to th e storming of St . Michae l , whi le the fl e et under Pial i

a ttacked the water front . St . Angelo , the Casti l i an , and English

posts we re simultaneously attacked
,
the engagement becoming

general . Fireworks and barre ls fi l ed with explosiv es were hurled

into the works bu t as quick ly thrown back , exp loding in the ranks

of th e Turks
,
carrying death and destruction to the inventors .

The women vi ed with the so ldiers in their valor
,
choosing death

before c apture and dishonor . Every man
,
woman , and child were

in the de fences
,
and the battl e raged with fury . Again the Turks

we re de feated and the Knights v ic torious .

September 1 st the assaul t was renewed and a desperate strug

gle ensued . The Janissari e s had been promised a license to p lunder

the c ity and do as they would by the inhabitants . With sul len

bravery did they rush to the attack but to be repulsed with terri

bl e l oss . With the despondency of the Turks at the ir repeated

defeats th e spirits of the de fenders arose unti l they almost c eased

to hop e for reinforcements
,
be l ieving in their own ultimate suc

c ess . Think ing to create a div ersi on in his favor and arouse a new

Sp ir it in hi s tr0 0 ps , Mustapha se nt a c o l u mn against Citta Vecchia ,

but to me et w ith defeat .

September 6th the long promised a ssi stance arrived , consis t

ing of a body of Spanish and Itali an tr 0 0 ps , in al l . With

them came 30 0 Knights of St . John . Mustapha , l e arning of the

landing of th ese reinforc ements for the Knights , immedi ately

withdrew from St . Elmo , l eaving his guns , fe l l back from the

tre nches
,
abandon ing his heavy arti l l ery , and retired to Marsa

S irocc o
,
where his t ransports were

,
and embarked his troops . On

the night of th e 7th such arti l l e ry and stores as had n o t been aban

domed were put on board , the troops fol lowing the next day . The

morning dawned upon empty tre nches and abandoned works , and

w hen Grand Master L a V a let te discovered the enemy had entire ly
3
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gone
,
great was his j oy . All the inhabitants of the Bourg turne d

ou t and under the directions of the Knights the ditches were fi l l ed

and earthworks leve led
,
men

,
women

,
and chi ldren working night

and day to accompl ish their destruction . As the gal leys were sti l l

in the outer harbor
,
the guns of St . E lmo were opened upon them

and they driven o ff . A force was thrown into the ruins of that

littl e star fort
,
St . Elmo , and at high twe lve the banner of the

Order was again planted upon the spot from which it had gone

down in such g lory just ten weeks before .

The fle et was j ust about to sai l when Mustapha was informed

by an escaped slave that the force l anded near St . Paul ’s Bay did

not exceed soldiers of independent commands ; then he de

t e rmi n e d to disembark his whole force and attack them . This he

did , and sorry was he for h i s folly ; for the soldiers , l ed by the

Knights who had accompanied them
,
attack ed and drov e them

with great slaughter to their ships ; and had it not been for a

strong reserve of Janissari es posted at the landing , few would

have ever reached the vesse ls . The historians of that p eriod name

the loss of the Turk s at men
,
while from the archiv es of

Malta we l earn that of the forc e of men with which Grand

Master La Valette defended Malta
,
includ ing the members of hi s

Order , scarc ely six hundred were l eft capabl e of be aring arms , and

they mostly covered with wounds .

Grand Master La Vale tte di d wel l on that day when he o r

dered the name of the Bourg (c ity ) to be changed to Citta Vittori

osa , or Victorious City , and well may the Maltese , on September

8 th of each year
,
at the hour of “ high twel ve , ” with the roar of

a rti l le ry and the peal of be lls
,
celebrate the gl o r 1 o u s c onc lusi on of

that memorable siege .

Great was the rej oicing throughout al l Europe when the vic

tory of the Knights of St . John
,
Rhodes , and Malta was made known .

Phi lip I I
,
as if to mak e amends for his de lay and al lay susp icion of

his intrigues , sent congratulations and valuabl e presents , inc lud

ing a sword the hi lt of which was of pure gold and se t with dia

monds , to Grand Master La Valette .

Rome il luminated , and the guns of i ts castle , St . Ange lo ,
saluted . Pope Pius IV tendered a Cardinal ’s hat to Grand Master

La Valette
,
which he graciously dec lined , bel ieving the positi on

of Gran d Master of such a noble Order was a greater rank than

that of Cardinal
,
and generously recommended that honor be con

ferred upon another .

Active preparations be ing made at Constantinople for another

attack upon Malta , the grand master proceeded immediate ly to

rebuild th e fortifications and erec t new batterie s . Supp lies were
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hastened and much treasure w a s sent him from k ings
,
princes

,
and

c ommanders of the Order , from thei r personal estates .

Enginee rs were sent for
,
and the magnificent and formidable

work s which now command al l approaches were pl anned and the

work begun . Mount S c e b e r r a s was se le c ted for the si te of th e new

city , which to - day bears th e name of Vale tta , in honor of the

grand maste r . Grand Maste r La Valette laid i ts first corner stone
,

i n person , on the 28 th day of March , 1 566 , and upon that stone , i n

additi on to th e general statement as to its purposes , was this i h

sc ription : J lI e li l a R e n a sce n s Malta sprin ging up again .

”

Grand Maste r La Vale tte ’ s attenti on was now occupi ed by the

new invasion which threatened
,
and fearing in the inco

'

m ple te

state of th e fortific ations that he would be compe l led to leave the

i s l and
,
spi es were empl oyed to enter Constantinop le and fire its

grand arsenal
,
which they did and thus destroyed al l th e naval

stores . Su ltan Solyman dying soon after prevented any renewal

of the invasion .

Two years later and whi le ou t hunting the grand master r e

c e iv e d a sun strok e , from which he died . Cal ling upon Jesus and

Mary to re c e i ve him
,
his spirit d eparted , l e aving only the mortal

remains of John de la Valette
,
which were buried by the side of

that other great grand master , the de fender of Rhodes , Philip

Vil l i ers de L ’I sl e Adam .

His death took p lace August 21 , 1 568 .

I n our j udgment Grand Master La Vale tte , the third great

grand maste r
,
surpassed al l others the Order had before or after

him . Pe ter Gerard , the founder of the Hospitalers of St . John ,
de serves gre at prai se for his piety and se lf - devotion to du ty . The

premier grand master , Raymond du Puy , c annot fai l to be remem

bered for his s erv ice s in organizing the Hospital ers into a mili tary

order
,
and le ading them in the e arly days of the Crusades . To his

credit be it said that he was no less pious than his pr e d e c e sso r , a n d

no l e ss brave than th e daring spirits he drew about him . Those who

su cce eded him were b r a v e ,
a s attested at A sc a l o n

,
T ib e r i a s, A c r e

,
a n d

man y other si e ges and battl es , but it was reserved for Grand

Maste r L ” I sl e Adam to win other and greate r l aure ls by his mag

n ific e n t de fenc e of Rhodes . At that period , however , the Knights

Hos
p
ital e rs of S t

.
John and Rhodes had become pow erful and had

strong defenc es on that beau tifu l isl and of the upper M e di t e r

r a n e a n .
I t was only

,
however , by superior numbers , greate r re

sourc es
,
and long continued assaults that L ’ I sl e Adam was over

powered a n d compel l ed to fal l back to Malta .

Our third and greater grand master , John de La V a l e tt e
,
c a me

into c ommand at a time when the Knights were d isheartened , on a



38 The I llu str io u s Or de r of H o sp ita le r s

barren isl and
,
without supplies and almost without friends . His

grand convent unprotec ted and those magnific ent fortific ations ,
the pride of engineers and the wonder of military men , but crude

and partial ly laid out . To his genius for c o mm a n d
,
his unwavering

devotion to his Order
,
his inflex ible love of j u stic e and his u n q u e s

t i o n e d bravery , the Knights Hospitalers of St . John , Rhodes , and

Malta
,
owe the great victory they achieved over the Turks . A

victory which has linked their names for al l time with the h i st ory

of that island
,
and the name of La Valette with thi s splendid O r

der of Knighthood .

Associated in the annals of the Order with the name of Grand

Master La Valette is the name of his secretary
,
a brave and c our

t e o u s E nglish Knight named O l iv er Starkey , who was present dur

ing the entire siege . This Knight was known to have been so c lose

to the grand master whom he loved and served so wel l that at hi s

death they were not separated . He was buried by the side of La

Valette in the Church of St . John . in V a l e tt a
,
t o which the remains

of Grand Master L
’

Is l e Adam were also removed .

The history of this i l lu strious Order from the death of Grand

Master La Valette in 1 568 until the surrender of the i sland in 1 798

to the great Napoleon , i s one of bri l liant achievements . E ver the

bu lwark of Christi anity , i ts flag was honored on land or sea
,
and in

the main victorious . In the great naval engagement of Lepanto

they bore an honorable part , as they did at Dardane ll e s , Candia ,
Algiers , and other places . The siege of the c apital of Candia

lasted for twenty - seven months , and among the last forces to

evacuate the place were the Knights of St . John .

At no time was the Order more honored or more prospe r ous

than in its l ast years . The fortifications had been completed and

were looked upon as the most impregnable of any in the world
.

The city of Valetta had been we l l buil t
,
with its palaces of the

grand masters , and its auberges— o r palaces
,
of the Knights— e ight

in al l , one for each of the languages , seven of which sti l l remain ,
inc luding the English auberge , now occupied by the offi c ers of the

garrison , as are the other six .

In 1 79" Louis XV I suppressed the Knights of Malta in Franc e
,

and confisc ated their estates , as did Phi lip the Fair the Knights

Temp lars in 1 31 3. July 1 3, 1 797 , Grand Master Emmanue l de Rohan

di ed , an exce ll ent jurist , who le ft a code of laws by which the

Maltese are sti l l governed . He was succeeded by Joseph de

Hompesch , a man too weak for that important trust at such a

critica l time , and , i f not an imbeci l e , was a traitor to the Order .

Suffi ce it to say , that on the 1 0 th day of June , 1 798 , the French deet ,
on its way to Egypt , put into the seve ral ports of th e is land

,
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l anded troops without opposition
,
and but two days later— June 1 2

,

Von Hompesch surrendered to Napoleon .

’Tis true that a li tt le

desultory sk irmishing took p lace near the works of the ci ty
,
but

even that was withou t orders from the grand master . We have it

on the authority of Napoleon
‘

s private se cre tary , B o u r r i e n n e , that

when one of his generals , in looking at the impregnable f o r tific a

tions of Malta , said :
“Upon my word

,
General

,
i t is lucky there is

som e one in the town to open the gates for us . ” Napoleon a n

sw e r e d :
“I took Malta when I was in Mantua ! ” B o u r r i e n n e also

says that he wrote
,
at the dictation of Bonaparte

,
the l etters of

intrigue , and that when a prisoner on the isl e of St . Helena , Na

po l e o n said :
“The Knights did nothing dishonorabl e ; nobody is

oblig ed to do impossibi l it i e s . ” No : but they were sold : “the cap ture

of Malta was assured me be fore we left Toulon .

”

Fol lowing the surrender , many of the French Knights took

servic e under Napoleon , w hi l e others re tired to their own coun

trie s , the Russian Knights going to St . Petersburg , where they

e lec ted the Emperor Pau l as the i r grand master . Von Hom

pe sch
,
after rec e iv ing from the French crowns

,
retired to

Trie st e
,
and after resigning as grand master

,
died May 1 2, 1 8 0 5, at

Montpe li er . I n England
,
as w e have before stated , the Order

of th e Hospital had been suppressed and its estates confisc ated

during th e re ign of Henry VIII , but they were restored a few

years later by ! ueen Mary and under that patent of 1 554 , the Order

was again rev iv ed in England in 1 8 34 , by Sir Joshua Meredyth ,

baronet
,
who had himself been regular ly knighted by the grand

master when in Malta and admitted into the Order . The three

prec iou s re li cs of the Order— the pi ec e of the true cross obtained

in the Holy Land
,
the hand of John the Baptist giv en them when

at Rhodes
,
and the miraculous image of the Virgin— are now to be

seen in S t . Petersburg .

The group of i slands known as Malta , Gozo , Comino , and Com

i n o tt o are si tuated in the middle of the Mediterranean , about 20 0

mile s from the main land of Italy , and the same from Africa .

About mil es from Gibral tar
,
and the same distance from Port

Said
,
Egypt . Malta is nine mile s by seve n te en miles , and its high

est hil l s 750 fe e t above sea leve l . While Gozo rise s to about th e

same he i ght i t is bu t fiv e miles wide by nine mi les lon g , and the

other two is lands are but barren rocks , one mile by two mile s in

length . The island of Gozo is about four mile s dis tant from Mal ta ,

and the le sse r i sl e s are be twe en the two larger ones , be ing nearer

Gozo than Malta .
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F REEM A S O NR! A ND TH E H O S P ITA L ERS .

As to any connec tion the Knights of Malta ever had with Fre e

masonry
,
we may b r i e fly say that Masonry was never a q u a l ific a

tion for Knighthood
,
but that a large number of the Knights were

members of the fraternity is a we l l atte sted fac t . Not only d id

the Knights become Freemasons but a great many of the Malte se

j oined the frate rnity
,
and so numerous were the members , and so

influentia l the teachings of the Order , that Pope Clement XI I i n

1 74 0 , issued his bul l denouncing the brethren and forbidding any

meeting of the Craft .

The grand master w a s ordered to enforc e this bu ll which r e

su l t e d in many Knights and c iti zens l eaving the isl and . The year

following several Knights were subj ec ted to severe punishment

and perpetual banishment for refusing to obey the order .

All this , however , did not destroy Freemasonry nor prevent the

Knights from becoming members thereof
,
even to grand masters ,

as one of the most distinguished grand masters
,
Emmanue l de R o

han , was known to be a member of the fraternity .

When we consider how fe.w English Knights there were at this

period and that the language had died out , we are of the O pinion

that French and other continental lodge s existed among the

Knights in the early part of the eighte enth century
,
e ls e why the

bul l of 1 7 4 0 The further fac t appears that toward the last of the

century , a decade before the surrender of Hompesch , an English

lodge was in existence . the warrant of which was found early in the

present c entury .

Our portrait of the founder
,
the three grand masters

,
and the

grand prioress , sister St . Anne , are copied from engravings , made

by the best artists of France , early in the last c entury , and from

original paintings . We have personal ly seen those original paint

ings , in the palace of the grand masters , now the governor
’s

palace , in Vale tta , Malta .

Many dupl icates are to be found in the auberge s of the Knights

and private palaces , as we ll as in the great library . In th e latte r
,

are also the plates of the engravings of al l the grand masters so

that we know the same to be wel l authenticated . The pictures of

fortresses , cities , and is lands are from photographs col l ec ted in

our travels , and are of the date of our v isi t in 1 8 92. We kn ow them
to be correct .

May 30 , 1 8 1 4 , Malta c ame permanently under Engl ish rule
,
and

over the gates of
‘

the c i tv as one enters Va le tta may be seen this
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in script i on : The love of the Maltese and the voic e of Europe

have confirmed these i s l ands to the possession of Great and I n v i n
cible Britain .

”

The fol lowing beautiful tribute to the Knights
,
Hospi ta lers

,

and M a l te se of 1 565, appears in The J lf a lta S ta n da r d on the 8 th day

of Sep tember , 1 8 94 , the anniversary of their great victory ov er the

Turks , which we deem a fitting c lose to our history of that gallant

defense :

TH E NA TIONAL F ETE O F T H E 8 T H S EPTEM B ER.

B ! DR . G AUC I T R A M B L E T T .

The sun arose j oyfu l and bri l l iant with new l ight
, 0 my country ,

from behind you r arid hi ll s on the day of th e 8 th of September
,

1 565 ! Bold and handsome did your daughters of dark hair and
burning ey es show themselves on that dear day for joy at the vi c
tory . 0 how happily did your be lls ring

,
and how merry did your

songs sound on that evening along the rocky ramparts O il lustri
ou s and brave ci ty of the “Bourg ! ” (Vittoriosa). But thou , thou
wert ev en great , and as such didst thou appear to the gentle poet ,
who not finding a be tter simile , wished to compare you to the
handsomest and bravest gir l that ever was born ; and therefore
with immortal pathos and feeling he sung the beauty of her form

,

of h e r eyes burning wi th warlik e fire
,
and of the hair flowing on her

shoulders
,
and of the sword s tained with Mussulman blood .

But alas ! Thy ramparts remained bl ood - stained for a length
of time ; no l onger were mothers se en responding to the smiles of
their dear chi ldren : the c rue l Mussulman sword had carried away
many ; a number died of their wounds ; others perished from hard
ships and su ffe ring ; the greater part su ccumbed in the cruel com
bat . What remained o f thy people . 0 famous c ity ! A hand ful of
su rv iving brav e men by a mirac le of God ; and when the sound of
a trumpet announced the victory to the Maltese

,
blood ve t ran

warm through the streets and many women and girls lay struck
down on the ground with disheve l led hair stained with blood .

Immediately the peop le from the neighboring bourgs assembled
through thy vall eys ; and their j oy was a sublime one , ardent and
swee t as the k iss of first love . An extraordinary immense crowd
which went on every moment increasing was se en in the streets of
the “Bourg ,

” acc lamations and shouts were heard w hich went to
the sky with a confused sound of drums and trumpets ; finally b e
hold a multi tude of peop le that surround the great c aptain La
Val le tte

,
who is proceeding to St . Lawrence ’s Church to return

thanks to God for a signal vic tory . And amidst frantic applause
and a thousand cries and a furious flourishing of flags , that ven
crable old man walks s lowly with tears streaming down his cheek s
of happiness never fe lt before . Oh , c i ty of the

“Bourg
,

” oh im

perisha bl e monument of g r e a tn e ss a n d of glory , what j oys and
what gri efs dids t thou not hold within thyse lf I
But that throng of peop le doe s not c ease and cont inues on and on

to swel l and to me et , l ik e the whirling waters of an o ve r fl o wmg river .
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A nove l ye t pi tifu l spec tac le presents it self to the eyes of those
around . About fifty brave men

,
ei ther wi th the ir hands or th eir

arms wounded
,
or with the head bandaged or the leg broken ,

bruised and hag g ard
,
are c arried along in triumph W ith the sound

of trumpet and drum
,
amidst accl amations and loud crie s .

Honour , 0 h ! Maltese , the courageous defenders of the Faith and
of Liberty ! And that voic e and that c ry spreads itse lf everywhere
and goes on increasing like the rumbling of thunder .
The country people that had also col lec ted to tak e part in th is

glorious event fee l as if sei zed with horror , and remain as if
astounded at se eing those brave soldiers

,
scorched , pall id , wan , and

so distorted in the face that they look more like corpses than l i v
ing persons .
The national flags fly unfurled from the terraces

,
belfrys , and

windows ; the troubadour , l ay ing hold of his lute le ft aside for so
long in some corner of his room

,
burns and is inebriated with the

warmest poetry , and goes along the square of the Bourg ” singing
the hymn of victory .

Thus passed the day in extraordinary festivity a n d in immense
j oy that no pen can describe ; the moon alone tinted with a dark
colour arose in sadness , and , as if sei zed wi th grie f , vei l ed i tse l f
behind the wandering c louds to conceal from the spec tators , i n t o x
ic a t e d with vic tory , the carnage and ruin of that terrible , l ong ,
and desperate struggle .

Then bright the c astl e banners shone

On every tower on high
,

And all the minstre ls sang aloud

For the Christians ’ victory ;
And loud the warder blew his horn

,

On every turret high
,

Le t the mass be sung and the be l l s be rung
,

And the feast eat merrily .

”

With knightly courtesy and in the bonds of fraternity
,

JOHN CORSON SMITH .


