


. N
.. . ! . 'l.""".._' .
: A ) LIRS -l > . - e, . " tr
. e . 1. ..' R AN 'l‘ .t .. -(l‘c l._; "'\-_-:':!' :,;~| . 2 - » ,‘ . " *
’, :'I‘J . l, ‘...'I. ‘_-' . o : . v 4 . 4 i . .
T T T R T e doge It
R S SO Y Tl S L . . "
pay vl M T ey LT T
- N, . ', L . '.' - R .
. ) . I B : .', . L. . V. . ’ . 5
ST S - ST ) 4 .
rs'..‘ e o e . [ R . . A
. ! .% . D R | v
Tal - . K . . A g \
R . “ L N 4 " .- : N . B .
. - ., . v R - . .t ' Ve . .
TR TR RLITY SR S e
' N !... .. ;"'.\ n‘- ‘1| * . - . : > - . -y '. .
] . ! . . I PR ' : . . T * . !
' . g MRS . %" B % . . ol . .
] . ... AT PRI - . . s =
. _u‘ - R S A : : N ’ . ' . . .- 1
. < - . . ' i U
. PR . T o -
. o Y . ' . 4
. '

it 'I‘ZEI

... THE

KNIGHTS OF ST, JOHN ‘OF JERUSALEM

——

By
JOHN CORSON SMITH,

Past GRAND CoMMANDER KNIGHTS TEMPLAR AND
KNIGHTS OF MALTA.



ST LT Sl
N h., -’ '.glum“'*‘. v

- o

’ . - T
' o Iq F‘H’ »
e I

IR FRTTAS T BN N i'r
o

' .:;\‘_'.

IR n

I “ - :

2 s ..*3‘:?-,1};.;@11;'-'*’ M’y o
- Qoo =& V0

kg F \;"l.’.‘l ' ﬁ‘_#’

W .'.. N ' : ‘.u NI
- SR .l. = AT " " '*?ﬂr. & N "t ¢ b«; o
T W v X ! - TRt L O ﬁ:" :
RPN l_, "‘) . - B A =3 ¢ 4 e Y [
. '.-::. : t{; x, .}'l_.:. J’%-‘r"' K ',i;}" LX %&%}: .

A

I
o )
- .

.

’ _’4'(,. =

AL Wi
- :-f i: -

I 2

A
LN

. ... - ’ . - . «* : h . . . N .. K '... o - . AT L]
v . . . MR R TR 3 = S v . :‘:- R "1y, DL "'.. * . .f.l .
_ 'f‘ r;p ‘F. ".. ‘.J |k: ', 4, J":'_-. O '1‘ ) ,.|I Mo ,’ Q'l.. “ ;'_'l J._ %‘ll ‘:'. ‘%.' -.l(.in- -l- c..'c'“l
-y : w ' 3w ', ) 5 . . e .. . - . '
(T . R Lo ot ' L 2.4 fay e A ; F, *-""::-' .'fvl it -’.? |-"j' ';;};1
B o i “ e v ¢ . " - . . LR Y ) A el e )
“"f‘ 1 L ’ I = B! . o ‘. J‘l ' 'I ‘:'.. . : i by 2."‘ 1‘\ ' ol . ‘g’ .: ] "'tt-' -~ 'f’
'c"-' ) '.-lr' “ ‘ . :l' H-'._' . | 'C’h e : 'f“' ]
‘g' ! "'." '.' . » We? l‘. o PR | 4 . . o % t i ',"r,".l
LA 3 N .. ] " ' . " .8 . 1 -t ."
-t o R ¥ W * r e - by ‘e iy nh‘ : oo % I:‘; ".fj' \ l."-"..
- ) - . -1 Ve o ! .ot ' ' [
5_" ‘ .l-" l'\:' .H"‘ ' ' \'-|‘. :,.- - |I' r' --"-‘l ’J . {‘.l" |”| tﬁl "‘\'-rl'. d : F‘*)" ’;\. I R("r g- % N
AR A vy n T Ty g
] 0 U] o awl ,l.,# il [ . Y . Y Yo s 1A . { oy ‘el
' - N L ' i O ‘ ! S e m! - ' 't i - L} e -4
D A AT P P R TR A
"o ' b oo YN ! W (R '; . » R
' f N . i y ) UL 'a’“'l . W0, ‘%3,' .
, ) = . . - [ -

' l’f.' H <l ’I L"' 9_{ : R . _'\5 i1 "‘ll'. LGl v.a.m.._\. . ‘T";"E,."'
- [ o ’ A - KAl .
* ' ok . N BRI R U A S ey

g Vi A , L S N AT DA
e T SR SRR TR SRR A
PR Yo - - ' e e . - ", t e
. : - . '“",ll ' a'."'l l..,’ . ~.F Loy L] '.\h 1 | \ . '.-.’ °| Y r.."_ -, ! vy ‘ | \. .\ 7 . 1.#5’.&
B ) . [ a4 ’ ' . .. ~h .,
._ J L ! 1 ! :".-.|‘ @ {‘ P - 1 ! ’ lul !H a [.l" = .”: .’ _r" .’- %
:-.-’) "\.-'. b=l 'n-'l-. :‘ : ! ' % . .}l.- '-? ’ Py .t "J'

e "B ety | S A nE Lo ""- = "r”-. -';%;"‘. b,
Ii-: .l. ~ . _ 1 + T} . e ' . o K ‘- " - ) " u.‘ w _‘_":
! ". [ N ' . t . Lot ! t‘ ..‘" n .: ' i i J'.'{‘, - . ,.‘if {R.l."f- g'
II';('flilq ' ' | | .5“. . ! al o g | ’. Ty L L ':'rﬁ = ' - . -.;i" 1" t‘

AL ST o N LI e, SR
';? ' :.l'-_- P l... _ ' L A _N ", Jf o : ‘M' '} -ll. ':\( ﬁ!‘ 4 "?"‘i ,I
L h R ‘} ' - v \-‘f PRI s't\' P o:)tg' ol :
o el oL Joa ' W al R - = Y -
LI e . iy o =R B
E ‘ ! : <t v . - e LS 1 ’ a"-‘J vt b boon : |' lil. -'J'.I» lJ
v ' ! R I ' ' 4.0 " 1M FrF o A Y
[y '} ~ . ' N - . 1. R S T '1.‘-' O (‘-i re
! - L 1 : |\',. = e 1 | S [} . [ . -B ' ’. ““J"‘ r3 1 ‘8
CELE w1 ! .o ! ST 4 = : at LR N e, ot i Dt Tey oF
¢ . . e } A L A A
ST e T T T (U e R e A e
' . -: ; 1 . e )‘ ' ..‘%{ LONR N 'I. -~ ! -~ k\'-l'-a-. "." :""' {f"”;.r e ~‘..‘+ 00 "“ ?}"
¥, o« a v e " o 1 v, o ' LA *u,f.- ] {‘ L JE
e . Ly b ¢ Ly ' - R L TR T U R g 1 ST
S L ' L . ' ' PN 3 Noar | - } . a k \iv L]
G e, ek ey ST DO rre L et R T e
N _" L. ." o |. |--"_ : . ! t - .. ’ . ".-. . '.l ':-l;. - N st ':( |’ -"J{' Ll Y R 5 :
TE Fleye N e T N I S TR L S TR ol oy 1’%’2
bl . IR LV DR (- R 2 R
e . .'.L : > i ...' ' q'." " ’ K .l ¥ (l{ - _' = :'-’ l,'t:. i ..iTI‘)."'- ?{; 'f;‘:ﬁ 1‘. 5\
. 1 - v T a Lo ] ." 3
wt A e A .'f'ie".ﬁ-
3 } n,

- '. ) v ) "‘ - . \ ..: .. s J:-. ":.“ . L I - -.'1¢. ' » B - 1"y, . ETUS " =
A N T . - LR WS | DR P 2 ay S N
I . Y - . W -‘. ’lp’r‘; "-. ""l‘ , d“ iul. i. } .. ‘:!\}' :.. ..-b |}|‘ 4;5£ ﬁdi‘}_lf






"31VvD N3AT0D
"¥EXMVYV-13 INDSOW

'HYWO 40 3INDSOW



THE 1LLUSTRIOUS ORDER OF HOSKITALERS®

AND KNIGHTS OF

ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM.

PETER GERARD, THE FOUNDER,

AND THE THREE GREAT GRAND MASTERS OF THE ILLUS-
TRIOUS ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM.

In selecting the three grand masters of the Hospitalers, who.
for their ability to organize and command in battle. to assault or
defend a fortress or city, or rule and govern so mixed a body of
men of so many languages as constituted The Illustrious Knights
of St. John, of Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta, from their organiza-
tion 1100 A.D. to 1798 A.D., and particularly the three to whom in
our judgment the honor belongs for much of the glory which at-
taches to the Order of the Knights of Malta, we cannot be far
wrong when we name Raymond du Puy, Philip Villiers de L’Isle
Adam, and John de la Valette.

It is not our intention to enter into any discussion of the merits
of the two greatorders of knighthood which had their origin in, and
did such valiant fighting for the possession of the Holy L.and,much
as we believe the Order of the Hospitalers, The Illustrious Knights
of St. John of Jerusalem, better known as the Knights of Malta.
to have been the older and greater, as it certainly was the longer
in existence.

The foundation for the Order of Malta was laid by the mer-
chants of Amalfi,Kingdom of Naples,1048. When engaged in trade
with the countries bordering the eastern shores of the Mediter-
ranean they visited Cairo, Egypt. and obtained permission from
Caliph Monstaser-billah, to erect a hospital in Jerusalem for the
use of the poor and sick pilgrims going up to that city. The ligyp-
tians being then in possession of the Holy City and being kindly
disposed, the governor on presentation of the order of the caliph.
gave these merchants a piece of ground a short distance south and
east ‘‘about a stone’s throw from the door of the church of the
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Holy Sepulchre,” upon which to erect their buildings, with “‘per-
mission to bring monks and an Abbott from their own country to
reside therein.”” They first built a chapel. which was dedicated to
the blessed Virgin, and then two hospitals for the .weary and dis-
tressed pilgrims. male and female. which they dedicated respec-
tively to St. John the Almoner, and St. Mary Magdalene, placing
monks in charge of one and nuns in charge of the other. Money
and supplies were gathered in Italy for the support of this splen-
did charity, and it was becoming widely known when in 1065 the
barbarous hordes of Tartary called Turcomans, swept down and
over Palestine, capturing Jerusalem and destroying the Egyptian
oarrison.

The hospitals of St. John the Almoner and St. Mary Magda-
lene were not exempt from the plunder and desecration which fol-
lowed. There is little or nothing known of the brave monks and
pious nuns who continued in charge of these hospitals from 1065
until the brave Godfrev de Bouillon and his undaunted Crusaders
stormed and captured the Holy ('ity Friday. July 15, 1099, **at the
hour of three in the afternoon. exactly the same day and hour at
which Christ expired for the salvation of the human race.”” The
capture of Jerusalem was the termination of a disastrous cam-
paign, for of a body of men of all arms numbering 700,000 at its
commencement, but 21,500 remained, being 20,000 foot and 1,500
horse with which to commence the siege. The ranks on the march
had been depleted from various causes. the principal ones of which
were desertion, sickness, and death. It is a matter of record that
when the siege of Jerusalem began June 7. 1099, the garrison con-
tained 40,000 men at arms and 20,000 citizens bearing arms. During
the siege of six weeks such Christians as remained in the city were
imprisoned that they might not give aid or information to the be.
besiegers. Among those imprisoned was the Rector or Adminis.
trator of the Hospital of St. John. a Frenchman named Peter Ger.
ard and native of the island of Martigues in Provence.

How inhuman all men were in those days 1s apparent in the
acts of the Crusaders, who proved themselves as bloodthirsty as
the barbarians. for no sooner had they captured the city, killing
all found in arms., than they deliberately murdered gefenseless
men, women, and children. and it is a well attested f,:t that on
the Temple area and in and about the Mosque of Omar j ¢y peo-
ple were slaughtered. It is on that Temple jre3 where the ('ru-
saders’ horses were said to have waded up to their fetlocks in hu_
man blood. Greater extremes were never known tpanp in those
days; barbarous murder and inhuman‘slaughter one day to be fol_
lowed with excessive piety the next, for it is related that syrfeited
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and Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. 3

with blood these same Crusaders hastened barefoot and unarmed
to do penance, after which they offered up thanksgiving for their
victory at the Holy Sepulchre. Having captured the city, it now
became necessary to form a government, and they cast about them
for a leader, the lot falling upon Godfrey de Bouillon, whom they
sought to make king. That sturdy warrior would not have it so.
He was willing to lead and command, but when they desired to
crown him with a crown of gold in the church of the Holy Sepul-
chre he said to his followers, ‘*No! You shall never see so magnifi-
cent a2 crown upon my head in the place'where the Saviour of the
world was crowned with one of thorns.” That brave Crusader not
only refused the crown, but he as resolutely declined to be called
king and was content to accept the title of **Protector”™ or ‘' De-
fender of the Holy Sepulchre.”

Upon Godfrey's first visit to the House of the Hospitalers, he
found that pious man, Peter Gerard, at the head of its adminstra-
tion: and as his assistant for the female hospital, a Roman lady of
noble birth. named Agnes. He also found so many wounded Crusa-
ders being cared for by the Hospitalers that he became interested
in them and impressed with the importance of their valuable ser-
vices, he immediately gave them a large share of his own estates,
as will be seen from the following copy of his will or deed.

Deed of Property of Godfrey de Bowillon to the Hospital of St. John, 1099:

In the name of the Holy Trinity who cannot be divided, I,
Godfrey,by the grace of God, and of His reign,make it known to all
present and to come,that for the remission of my sins, I laid on my
heart andshoulders thesign of the Saviour crucified forus. I arrived
at last at the place where the feet of the very High Jesus Christ
rested, and as I had in penance visited the Holy Sepulchre of the
Lord and all the holy spots connected with it,I came at last to the
Church of the Blessed Hospital which was founded in honor of God
and of His blessed Mother and St. John, precursor of the Lord,and
seeing in this the grace of the Holy Ghost which cannot be told,
imparted to the sick and weakly poor sutfering, abundantly and
humbly in penance; I bequeath to the said House of the Hospital
and to all the brothers, a house founded on my estates and under
my care in the cold (Montbolise in Brabant) mountain, free from
all rent and expenses, and to have it forever.

This gift of my donation was done in honor of the incarnation
of our Lord and in commemoration of the taking of Jerusalem
MLXXXXIX, in the sixth epoch in the first indiction, and for the
salvation of myself, my father, my mother, and all those gone he-
fore me, my relations, and all friends living and dead.

This commendable act induced many others to follow his exam-

ple. At the same time a large number of the Crusaders, impressed
with the piety of the Hospitalers, and tired of bloodshed and strife,
joined the order, among whom was a nobleman named Raymond
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du Puy. of the province of Dauphiny. It was under Gerard that
the Hospitalers, male and female, or brothers and sisters as

they were called, took a vow to renounce the world, wear a plain.
black robe, on which was a white cross of eight points placed on
the left side near the heart, and the three solemn vows of the or-
der, Chastity, Obedience. and Poverty. These vows were alwavs

taken in the Holy Sepulchre.
The fame of the fraternity of the Hospitalers having spread

throughout the continent by returning Crusaders and Pilgrims.
Pope Pascal II., at the request of Peter Gerard. the Administrator
of the Hospital of St. John, confirmed this new institution "'to his
venerable son Gerard. founder and master of the hospital at Jeru-
salem, and to his lawful successors forevermore. in a Bull beariny
date March 15. 1113, which we have seen in the armory of the
Knights in the city of Valetta. Malta. of which the following is a

translation from the original latin.

Bull of Pope Paschal 11, Mavch 15, 1113.

Paschal. bishop and servant of such as are the servants of
God, to his venerable son Gerard, founder and master of the Hos-
pital at Jerusalem, and to his lawful successors forevermore.

The requests of a devout desire ought to meet with a corre-
sponding fulfillment. Inasmuch as of thy attection thou hast re-
quested, with regard to the Hospital which thou hast founded in
the city of Jerusalem, in proximity to the Church of the blessed
John the Baptist, that it should be supported by the authority of
the apostolic see, and fostered by the patronage of the blessed
apostle Peter: We, therefore, much pleased with the pious earn-
estnessof thy hospitality,doreceive the petition with our fraternal
favour, and do ordain and establish, by the authority of this our
present decree, that that house of God, your Hospital, shall now
be placed, and shall forever remain, under the protection of the
apostolic see, and under that of the bhlessed Peter.

All things whatsoever, therefore, which by thy persevering
care and solicitude have been collected for the benefit of the said
Hospital, tor the support and maintenance of pilgrims, or for re-
lieving the necessities of the poor. whether in the churches of
Jerusalem, or in those of parishes within the limits of other cities:
and whatsoever things may have been oftered already by the faith-
ful, or for the future may through God’s grace be so offered, or
collected by other lawful means; and whatsoever things have been,
or shall be granted to thee, or to thy successors, or to “the brethren
who are occupied in the care and support of pilgrims, by the ven-
erable brethren the bishops of the diocese of Jerusalem; we hereby
decree shall be retained by you in peace and undiminished. More.
over, as to the tithesof your revenues, which ye collect everywhere
at your own charge, and by your own toil, we do hereby fix and de-
cree, that they shall be retained by your own Hospital, all opposi.
tion on the part of the bishops and their clergy notwithstanding.
We also decree as valid all donations which have been made to
your Hospital by pious princes, either of their tribute monevs or
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other imposts. We ordain, furthermore, that at thy death no
man shall be appointed in thy place, as chief and master, by any
underhand subtlety, or by violence: but him only who shall, by the
inspiration of God, have been duly elected by the professed breth-
ren of the Institution. Furthermore, all dignities or possessions
which your Hospital at present holds, either on this side of the
water, to-wit in Asia, or in Europe, as also those which hereafter
by God’s bounty it may obtain; we confirm them to thee and to thy
successors, who shall be devoting themselves with a pious zeal to
the cares of hospitality, and through you to the said Hospital in
perpetuity. We furtherdecree that it shall beunlawfulforany man
whatsoever rashly to disturb your Hospital, or to carry off any of its
property, or if carried off to retain possession of it, or to diminish
ought from its revenues, or to harass it with audacious annoyances.
But let all its property remain intact, for the sole use and enjoy-
ment of those for whose maintenance and support it has been
ocranted. As to the hospitals or poor houses in the Western
provinces, at Burgum of St. Agidius, Lisan Barum, Hispalum,
Tarentum, and Messana, which are distinguished by the title of
Hospitals of Jerusalem, we decree that they shall forever remain,
as they are this day, under the subjection and disposal ot thyselt
and thy successors. If, therefore, at a future time, any person,
whether ecclesiastical or secular, knowing this paragraph of our
constitution, shall attempt to oppose its provisions, and if, after
having received a second or third warning, he shall not make a
suitable satisfaction and restitution, let him be deprived of all his
dignities and honors, and let him know that he stands exposed to
the judgment of God for the iniquity he has perpetrated; and let
him be deprived of the Sacraments of the Body and Blood of
Christ, and of the benefits 0of the redemption of Our Lord, and at
the last judgment let him meet with the severest vengeance. But
to all who deal justly and rightly with the same, on them be the
peace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, so that not only here below they
may receive the rewards of a good action, but also before the
Judge of all mankind, they may enjoy the blessing of peace eter-

nal.
I. PAsCHAL, Bishop of the Catholic Church,

I. RICHARD, Bishop ot Alboe, have signed.

I. CALIXTUS, Bishop of the Catholic Church,

I. LANDULPHUS, Bishop of Beneventum.
Have read and signed.

Given at Beneventum, by the hand of John, Cardinal of the
Roman Church, and Librarian, on the 15th day of the calendar of
March, in the 6th indiction of the incarnation of our Lord, in the
year 1113, and in the 13th year of the Pontificate of our Lord Pope

Paschal II.
It thus appears that their property should be free from all

tithes or toll—that all donations, tributes, or other gifts, should
be theirs, and that in all vacancies of ‘‘chief and master” the
brethren should elect without interference by any one. It is re-
corded that the pious Peter, founder and master, erected another
hospital or temple just south of the Holy Sepulchre, which he dedi-
cated to St. John. the Baptist, and several other buildingsin which
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the poor, weary, and sick pilgrims were cared for, the Hospitalers
giving them every care, even to the washing of their feet. These
new buildings and hospital being just west of and attached to their

first chapel (which was dedicated to the Holy Virgin,) and hospi-
tals, were placed under charge of Brother Raymond du Puy, and it
was here that the new order, or branch of the old order was founded.
which became known as the ‘“Hospitalers, or Knights of St. John.”
The members of this new branch took upon themselves another
vow in addition to those of Chastity, Obedience, and Poverty.
which was to defend the Holy Sepulchre and fight the infidels.

The following is a copy of the rules issued by frater Raymond
du Puy to the brethren ot the hospital under his charge. about the
year 1100 when he was but a warden of the hospital:

Rules of the Hospitalers and Knights of the Order of St. John the Baptist
of Jerusalen, issued by Frater Raymond dw Puwy, 1100, then a wdarden

of the Hospital at Jerusalem.

In the name of the Lord, Amen. I, Raimond, servant of the
poor of Jesus Christ, and warden of the hospital of Jerusalem,
with the council of the chapter of the Order, make these regula-
tions, to be observed in the house of the Hospital of St. John Bap-
tist of Jerusalem. I enjoin then all the brothers that engage in
the service of the poor, and in the defence of the Catholick faith,
to maintain and observe, with the grace ot God, the three things
that they have promised, viz: Chastity, obedience, i.¢., that they
will perform exactly every thing that shall be enjoined them by
their master, and to pass their lives without possessing any thing
in property: for God will require from them an account of these
three things at the day of judgment.

Ezxercise of the Knighthood for Jesus Christ— Custon.

Our Order has, ever since its first foundation, been endowed.
augmented, and enriched by the liberality, assistance, and favor of
the holy apostolical see of catholick kings and princes, and of de-
vont Christians, with lands, possessions, jurisdictions, graces, priv-
1leges, and exemptions; that the Knights should make their pro-
fession in it, might adorn their Kmdhthood with a true charity.
the mother and solid foundation of all virtues; with hospitality,
and a sincere attachmentto the faith, and, being employed in these
various functions, might only seek to distinguish themselves by a
course of virtue. Soldiers of Jesus Christ are designed only to
ficht for his glory, to maintain his worship, and the catholick
faith, to love,reverence€, and preserve justice; to favour, support.
and detend such as are oppressed, without neglecting the duties
of holy hospitality.

Thus the Knights Hospitalers, acquitting themselves truly of
both these sorts of duties, are to wear on their cloaths a cross with
eight points, to put them in mind of bearing always in their heart
the cross of Jesus Christ, adorned with the eight virtues that at.
tend it; and that, after a bountiful distribution of alms, they take
the sword in hand to attack and demolish the Mahometans. and
such as deviate from the faith.
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FOUNDER

PETER GERARD.
AND MASTER OF THE HOSPITAL AT JERUSALEM, 1099 TO 1118.
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RAYMOND du PUY.

WARDEN OF THE HOSPITAL, 1100, AND PREMIER GRAND MASTER OF THE KNIGHTS

OF ST. JOHN, 118 TO 1160,
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When once they have devoted themselves to these holy exer-
cises, they are admonished, invited, and animated by the example
of the Maccabees, those holy soldiers and martyrs, who often, with
very small forces, defeated formidable armies, by God’s assistance.
They ought likewise to apply themselves continually to an exact
observation of what they promised to God when they made the
three vows of chastity, obedience, and poverty, appointed by the
rule: and to the practice of all other moral and divine virtues, so
that being enflamed by charity, they may have no dread on their
spirits at taking the sword in hand, and exposing themselves, with
prudence, temperance, and fortitude, to all sorts of dangers, for
the honor of Christ our Saviour, and his holy cross, and for the de-
fence of justice, widows, and orphans. There is no greater charity
can be shewed, than by sacrificing one’s life for our friends, .c.,
for the Catholicks. This is their duty, their vocation, the manner
of life that they have embraced, their justification, and their sanc-
tification, that when they end the pilgrimage of this mortal life.
they may enjoy that eternal reward for which God created them.

Such as shall be convicted of having prevaricated in their duty.
of having declined, fled. or deserted the occasions oftered them
thereof, and of fighting for the interests of Christianity, shall, for
a terror to evil doers, and for the praise of such as do well, be se-
verely punished, according to the statutes and customs of the
Order.” |

They were also known to have taken an active part in public
affairs. Peter Gerard died in 1118. Raymond du Puv being imme-
diatelv and unanimously elected his successor.

RAYMOND DU PuUY.

The election of Raymond du Puy was in strict accordance with
the republican principle so distinctly recognized in Pope Pascal’s
bull of 1113. securing in perpetuity to the Hospitalers the right of
electing their master. Ravmond having made known. as we have
seen, while in charge of the branch of the Hospitalers his desire to
add another vow to those taken by all the brethren. and they hav-
ing accepted, embraced an early opportunity of making his wishes
generally known, and was pleased to find his proposition met with
general approval. In fact, it was the more agreeable to his breth-
ren for besides having been companions in arms with Raymond
under Godfrey de Bouillon, they knew his bravery and ability to
command: also, that their services were sorely needed by the then
king of Jerusalem, Baldwin II. Having first made known his desire
to the Patriarch of Jerusalem and received his blessing, the mas-
ter, Raymond, with his armed brethren, appeared before the king
and made offer of their services. King Baldwin II was not only
surprised but delighted. and gladly accepted their offer.
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As before stated, this vow was assumed by many of the Hospit-
alers prior to 1118, but no further record has been found of that
fact than the rules above given; hence, we can only date the gen-
eral change from the election of Raymond du Puy, at which time
the entire Fraternity assumed the new vow and thus became
Knights Hospitalers and soldiers of Jesus Christ. To that pious
man, Peter Gerard. must ever be the credit of founding the Order
of Hospitalers: and to Raymond du Puy, no less pious, though a
soldier, the high honor ot its organization into a military order,
which for centuries stood the bulwark of Christianity and saved
Europe from being overrun by the Saracen.

The premier grand master, Raymond du Puy, was ot an illus-
trious family, then and to this day prominent in Dauphiny, and well
known for his piety and bravery. One of his first acts, as has been
seen, was to assemble the Hospitalers, inform them of his wishes,
and organize them into a chapter or convent, each assuming the
new obligation to take up arms in defence of the holy places, and
at all times against the Infidels. New rules were drawn up for
their government, afterwards submitted to and approved by the
pope, the original of which was lost in the siege of Acre. 1291,
when that city was captured by the Saracens. Fortunately., we
have the substance of those later rulesand vows in the statutes of
the Order, which have been preserved. The first was a division ot
the brethren into three classes. The first class were to bear arms,
and to be composed of those of noble birth who had seen service in
the army, and were called '*Knights of Justice.”” The second class
were priests and chaplains, whose duties were in the church and
attendance upon the sick. While the third class were those who
were not of noble families or the church, to be called freres, or
serving brothers. While all were of one brotherhood, and wore
the same coat of arms, the three classes were distinguished by dit-
ferent colors. In the field the black habit gave way to a vest, on
which was the coat of arms, consisting of a white cross of eight
points on a red field, the same as upon the standard of the Order.

In the same statutes, and a bull of Pope Boniftace, 1300, we
learn something of the rules and vows of the new Order, to which
the Dames of the Order of St. John, who likewise had to be of noble
birth, and subscribe to as well as the Knights. In these rules the
ocrand master names himself, as in the original paper given above
and repeats his charges to the brothers of the Hospital. *I. Ray-
mond, servant of the poor in Christ Jesus, and guardian of the
Hospital of Jerusalem, have framed the following regulations, to
be observed in the Hospital of St. John the Baptist of Jerusalem.
I desire, therefore, thatevery brother who shall engage himself in
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the service of the poor, and in defence of the Catholic Church,
shall maintain and observe, by the grace of God, the three vows
which they have made, in which are comprehended chastity, obed-
ience, that is, that they will comply with the commands of the
Master in everything, and that they shall pass their lives without
the possession of any private property. * * * The soldiers of
Jesus Christ are destined to fight only for his glory, to uphold his
worship, and the Catholic religion; to love, ,revere, and préserve
justice: and to favour, sustain, and defend the oppressed, without
neglecting the duties of hospitality. The Knights of the Hospital,
therefore, in piously acquitting themselves of these several duties,
shall bear upon their robe a cross with eight points, in order that
they may remember to bear in their hearts the cross ot Jesus
Christ adorned with the eight virtues which accompany it, and
that after a due exercise of charity, they should take the sword in
hand for the extermination of Mahometans and of all who aban-
don the true religion. * * *

““They should also bind themselves to the exact observance of
that which they have promised to God, in making the three vows
retained by the regulation, of chastity, obedience, and poverty,
and to the practice of all the other moral and religious virtues: so
that inflamed with charity, they shall not fear to take the sword in
hand, and to expose themselves with prudence, temperance, and
energy, to every kind of danger, for the defence of the glory of
Jesus Christ, and of the sacred cross, in the cause of justice, and
in that of the widows and orphans.”

Having answered the various questions asked him the brother
was then required to register the following profession: *‘I. - —
do vow and promise to Almighty God, to the Holy Eternal Virgin
Mary, mother of God, and to St. John the Baptist,. torender hence-
forward, by the grace of God, perfect obedience to the Superior
placed over me, by the choice of the Order. to live without personal
property, and to preserve my chastity.”

This vow was taken with both hands on an open missal (the Ro-
man Catholic mass-book) which the candidate raised laying it upon
the altar,kissing the altar,and thenreturning the book tothe brother
administering the vow, as a token of submission and perfect obedi-
ence. The mantle was then thrown over the shoulders of the
brother, the cross placed upon his left breast, after his kissing the
same, and he was then told that the cross is the sign of the order.
The newly made brother was also informed that for cowardice in
battle he would be stripped of his cross and habit and he ignomini-
ously expelled from the order he had disgraced.

The growth of this new order was so rapid that a classification
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by languages was found necessary.and the following were enrolled:
Provence. Auvergne, France, Italy. Arragon. Germany and Eng-
land. Some historians claim that this division of the Knights into
languages did not occur until about the year 1330. but the weight
of authority is that the classification took place in the reorganiza-
tion under Master Raymond du Puy. and we incline to the latter
view. It does seem to have been more necessary to organize by
languages when the membership was unknown to each other and
spoke different languages, than after thev had been banded to-
gether for more than two centuries. and learned each others lan-
guage.

The first priory of the order was introduced into lingland early
in the twelfth century. 1101. Robert. Duke of Normandy, eldest son
of William I, better known as William the (Conqueror, King of Eng-
land, was in the first crusades, riding at the head of his knights
and entering Jerusalem in July, 1049, with the gallant Godfrey de
Bouillon and the accomplished Tancred. It is recorded in English
history that the crown afterwards tendered Godfrey de Bouillon
had been offered Robert of Normandy. and that he refused it. pre-
ferring his dukedom. This gallant Crusader died at Carditt Castle.
his brother’'s prisoner. 1135.

Godfrey de Bouillon, although often called the first king of Je-
rusalem.as we have seen would not permit himseltf to be crowned nor
would he accept that title, but did accept the title of ** Protector”
or ** Defender of the Holy Sepulchre.” died in 1100, But before his
death he was so impressed with the valuable services ot the Hos-
pitalersunder Peter Gerard that he endowed them. as beftore stated,
with his own manor and all its dependencies. This led others todo
so, and many of the Crusaders to join them. among whom was Rav-
mond du Puy, who. upon being assigned to the charge of the new
hospital, added the vow to the three already. taken of **Charity.
Obedience. and Poverty,” that of taking up arms in defence of the
holy places and the Christian religion. In this same year of the
election as master of Raymond du Puy, 1118, Hugh de Pavens.
Geoflrey de St. Aldemar, and seven other Frenchmen, all connected
with the Hospitalers. formed a society for the purpose of escort
and guard to the Pilgrims going up to Jerusalem. This small
body of nine brave Hospitalers were supported for several vears
from the funds of the Hospital, their arms, clothing, and pro-
vision being obtained from the same source. Desiring to be alone.
they took up their quarters in a small house near the Temple. and
subsequently having apartments given them in the royal palace
they afterwards became known as Knights of the Temple or
‘*Knights Templars. Several vears after. or more properly speak-
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ing, in 1128, Baldwin, the second king of Jerusalem, finding his
throne insecure, sought to get up another crusade and thus get
re-inforcements, and so sent Hugh de Payens to Rome to interest
Pope Honorius II.

It was during this time while in Rome that Hugh de Payens
and his companions secured the favor of the pope and his permis-
sion to form a new military order entirely independent of the char-
1table duties of the Hospitalers. This favor being granted it was
decreed by the council that each member of the new order should
have one esquire or serving brother and three saddle horses. And
it was further ordered that, to distinguish them from the Hospi-
talers, their habit should be white with a red cross over the heart.
From this the two orders became known in history as '‘ White
Cross Knights” and ‘* Red Cross Knights.”

We have made this briet digression from the history of the
Hospitalers in support of our statement that the Hospitalers were
the older order, knowing that our readers desire the facts con-
nected with the early organization ot these two illustrious orders
of knighthood.

In 1119, the Turcomans swept down into Edessa and besieged
Antioch. King Baldwin II marched to the relief of the besieged:
but before he reached that city the Barbarians had won a victory.
and. being elated, determined to meet the Christian forces. when a
desperate battle ensued. King Baldwin was victorious. Ray-
mond du Puy at the head of his Hospitalers. charging their heaviest
battalions and breaking their ranks, drove them to flight. Other
battles ftollowed in and around Ascalon. Jaffa, Tyre, and many
places in Palestine during the next two or three years, in all of
which the Hospitalers bore an honorable and prominent part. Pope
Innocent II, at a later date, 1130, speaking of the order, says.
‘““ The Hospitalers make no difficulty to expose daily their own lives
to defend those of their brethren: they are the firmest support of
the Christian church in the east, and are fighting every day with
distinguished courage against the Infidels, * * * * Moreover.
we declare to you that we have taken the house of the Hospitalers
of St. John and the whole order into St. Peter’s and our own pro-
tection.”™

King Alphonso I, of Navarre and Arragon, having by will in
1131 made the Hospitalers, Kights Templars, and Canons or Knights
of the Holy Sepulchre his heirs upon his death, gave so much
trouble that Raymond du Puy, the Master of the Hospitalers, was
given charge of the settlement of the disputes. In company with
a body of Hospitalers, Templars, and Canons of the Holy Sepulchre,
he made a visit to Spain and happily settled all difficulties. return-
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ing to Jerusalem in 1141, where the historian says he was received
with ‘‘real joy and hearty respect.”

From the capture of Jerusalem in 1099, until its final evacuation
in 1243, there was constant war in and about Jerusalem and through-
out Palestine: the city had been besieged and Edessa had fallen.
Among the memorable engagements during the:mastership of Ray-

mond du Puy in which he took a distinguished part, was the seige
of Ascalon in 1153-4. in which King Baldwin III in person com-

manded.
The siege having lasted for five months, with constant assaults

on the part of the Christians and as frequent sallies by the Egyp-
tians: a strong fleet having arrived with reinforcements and pro-
visions for the garrison and having successfully landed, it was the
general opinion of the leaders that their forces be withdrawn. To
this Raymond du Puy objected, urging that it would discourage the
soldiers and again result in the investment of Jerusalem.

After several councils were held, the king accepted the advice
of the commander of the Hospitalers and prosecuted the siege with
more vigor, which finally resulted in the capture of Ascalon and
its evacuation August 12, 1154.

It is recorded that in the year 1160, the master of the Hospital
of St. John, now the Hospitalers, Raymond du Puy, at the advanced
age of 80 years, covered with wounds and worn out with years, re-
tired to the home of the Hospitalers of St. John in Jerusalem,
where, in quiet retirement, in the exercise ot piety, surrounded
by his followers, and in the arms of his brethren, he died. It is
also written of him that his character would have become a saint,
that he was a true soldier, a gentleman, and a Christian. Thus
died the premier grand master of the Illustrious Knights of St.
John of Jerusalem, the greatest commander in Palcstine and the
founder of the greatest military order known to history.

PHILIP VILLIERS DE L'ISLE ADAM.

THE FORTY-SECOND GRAND MASTER AND DEFENDER
OF RHODES.

From the death of the premier grand master, Raymond du Puy,
master of the Hospital of St. John, of Jerusalem, in 1160, until the
election of the forty-second master of the Hospital, PhilipVilliers de
L’Isle Adam, as grand master, January 22, 1521, a period of 361 years
had elapsed and the Hospitalers still remained a recognized body of
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Christian knights, whose services were eagerly sought by all the
powers of Europe. The four centuries which had passed since the
establishment of the order as a military body were fraught with
oreat events in which they bore no minor part. We cannot follow
the fortunes of the Hospitalers during that period, as we are not
writing the history of the order, but we may glance at some of the
salient pointsin its career.

It will be seen that we speak of Raymond du Puy as the pre-
mier grand master, and L'Isle Adam as the forty-second grand
master, by which title all other ‘‘masters” of the Hospitalers or
Knights of St. John will hereafter be named. We do so because
all the historians of that period do, and for the additional reason
that in their reorganization when under Raymond du Puy we bhe-
lieve they gave that title to their ‘'master’” so as to distinguish
him from the many subordinate masters or commanders of lan-
cuages and detachments of Knights. While some historians be-
lieve this title to have been the creation of the Knights at a later
date, we find it in a bull of Pope Clement IV, of November 18,
1267, and believe it to have been recognized by the popes. though
perhaps not officially, in the previous century.

Engaged in a continued warfare in the Holy Land, from their
organization as soldiers of Jesus Christ at the beginning of the
twelfth century. we find these Hospitalersin 1291 besieged in the city
of Acre, their last stronghold, in the Holv Land—the land in which
they had wonsomuchrenown. Inthe two centuries then closing, and
in the country from which they were about to depart, never more
to regain a permanent home, the Order of Hospitalers, and their
sister, we may almost say twin sister—the Order of the Temple,
had so blended in history as one that they cannot well be separated:
"Tis true that at times dissentions arose, quarrels ensued. and the
orders battled against each other: but when the Saracen. the com-
mon foe of each appeared. these two orders were united. Jerusa-
lem, Ascalon, Tyre, Antioch, Damascus, Edessa, Jaffa. Hattin,
Tiberia, Tripoli, Damietta, Gaza, Margat, and Acre, together with
a hundred other battles and sieges, made illustrious by their com-
mon efforts, attest this fact.

The siege of Acre was commenced April », 1291, by Sultan
Khaled, a son of Mansour, Sultan of Igypt. who had been poisoned
while on the march to that city. It is said by Arabian historians,
that the besieging forces consisted of 160,000 foot and 60,000 horse:
while to oppose them were but a few hundred Hospitalers, Knights
Templars, and Teutonic Knights, to which were added. under
Henry II, King Cyprus, 200 horse and 500 foot, together with such of
the citizens of Acre as could be forced to bear arms. The city of
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Acre was at that time a place of 100,000 or more people, but under
no control—each body of Knights, class, or nationality of citizens
occupying their own quarters or parts of the city. In the pres-
ence of the common enemy they all became united under William de
Beaujeu. grand master of the Templars, the Hospitalers being un-
der the command of their grand master, John de Villiers. These
two brave commanders and their Knights fought side by side for
several weeks, until after their desertion by King Henry II. of
Cyprus, and the death of de Beaujeu, grand master of the Temp-
lars, Matthew de Clermont, grand marshal of the Hospitalers. and
the greater number of the brave members of each order, including
the Teutonic Knights, when the few remaining members of these
orders were withdrawn by John de Villiers, grand master of Hos-
pitalers, and found refuge on the island of Cyprus.

The most daring of the attacking columns in this siege were
the famed Mamelukes, the finest body of cavalry ever known in
Egypt, an organized force which continued down to the time of
Napoleon's invasion and battle of the Pyramids, July 21. 1798,
where they were utterly routed, and finally destroyed March 1,
1811, by Mohammed Ali Pasha, Khedive of Egypt.

Of the garrison, three hundred Templars went down to death
in the tower of the Temple, and hundreds in other parts of the
ficht. The Hospitalers and Teutonic Knights suffered equally
with their companions, while of the citizens, not less than 60,000
perished or were made slaves to the Egyptians.

From the island of Cyprus the Knights Templar and the Teu-
tonic Knights retired to their commanderies in Europe, but not so
with the Knights of St. John, for they remained so as to be near
the Holvy Land. Having obtained permission from the king of
Cyprus to occupy the city of Limisso the Hospitalers immediately
set about reorganizing, and summoning to their aid all available
members in Europe. A general chapter was called in which the
ocrand master addressed the Knights saying, ‘* For more than an
age past we have been obliged to fight as many battles as we have
defended places. St. John d'Acre is a late witness of our last
efforts, and almost all our knights lie buried in its ruins. "Tis for
you to supply their places: 'tis from your valor that we expect our
return into the Holy Land, and you carry in your hands the lives,
the fortunes, and the liberty of your brethren, not of the Order
only, but of the vast number of Christians that are groaning in the
chains of the Infidels."

The occupation of Cyprus was for but a few years, from }-gq
until 1310, but during this period they recruited in numbers, fitted
out several galleys. capturing many vessels, and were becoming
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formidable at sea. August 15, 1310, under Grand Master Fulk de
Villaret, after laying siege to Rhodes the principal city of the
island of that name, the Knights stormed and captured the place
cutting the Intidels to pieces but saving the lives of the Christians,
of whom there were many within its walls.

Immediately following the capture of Rhodes, Grand Master
de Villaret set about rebuilding the fortifications of the city and
bringing the adjacent islands under his control, but before this
could be accomplished the Knights were attacked by the Turks,
Corsairs, and Greeks. All efforts failing to regain the city, the
Turks and their allies were withdrawn leaving the Knights in pos-
session of the island.

The capture of the island of Rhodes and its subsequent defence
immediately following. was the talk of Europe, carrying gladness
to all Christian hearts, and the fact that the Hospitalers remained
near the Holy Land, while the other orders of knighthood had
withdrawn, directed public attention to them. The result of this
was a large increase in membership and the gifts of more estates.

In England alone, as we learn from the archives in Malta,
there were in 1330—0 some fifty commanderies with an annual gross
revenue of four thousand pounds, which was largely increased
about this time by the addition of the properties of the Knights
Templars. which order had been suppressed and its estates confis-
cated: its grand master, Jacques de Molay, having been burned at
the stake on an island in the river Seine, Paris, March 18, 1313, by
order of Philip the Fair, king of France. and with the approval ot
the papal authority. Clement V,

William de Villaret. the brother and predecessor of Fulk de
Villaret, was the grand master who planned the capture of the
Isle of Rhodes, and but for his sagacity the Hospitalers would have
shared the fate of the Templars.

When the grand master of the Knights Templars was sum-
moned to Rome by Pope Clement V, William de Villaret was also
summoned. but fearing treachery, made the excuse that he was
engaged in the reconnaissance of Rhodes, which he intended to at-
tack. and that he could not afford to abandon the enterprise. This
alone saved him the imprisonment. ending in death. which befell
the noble Jacques de Molay. Having completed his reconnais-
sance, Grand Master William de Villaret was taken ill and died in
1308, and it was left for his brother and successor, John. to carry
out his plans.

For two centuries and more the Hospitalers or Knights of St.
John were in absolute possession of Rhodes and adjacent islands
and were known to the world as the Knights of St. John and
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Rhodes. Their fortunes were varied, and they had passed from
battalions of mailed and mounted warriors to sea kings, treading the
decks of their armed galleys and ships with the proud bearing of the
old Norsemen. The white cross of the old Hospitalers floated from
the masthead of vessels in every part ot the Mediterranean, and
was looked upon with terror by the infidel. One new language, the
Spanish. had been added. and commanders of divisions, castles, or
important fortifications, and admirals of its fleets, were raised to
the rank of Grand Cross Knights. The number of these Grand
Crosses was never numerous, and it was an honor only the bravest
and most experienced commanders ever attained. The recipients
of this g¢rade wore a ring known as the grand cross ring, made of
beaten gold. The seal or back of ring was a three-fourths inch.
oval, gold-chased rim, within which was a golden crown and a
white enameled eight-pointed star or cross. We have one in our pos-
session, a very ancient one we secured when in Malta, a picture of
which is to be seen in Grand Commandery proceedings of Illinois,
1892. We know of no other exceptin the Armory of the Knights
in Malta, the property of the English government.

It may not be new to our readers. but it is of interest to know
that the name of their island home, Rhodes. was derived from the
number of wild roses to be tound all over the island. Having risen
to the dignity of a maritime power, the Knights frequently made
landings at Smyrna. Beyrout, and other cities of Asia Minor and
Phenicia. attacking the infidels and barbarians wherever found.
making prizes of their vessels and richly laden merchantmen. At
the same time escort was given tothe many ships from FKurope upon
which thousands of Christians were constantly making pilgrimages
to the Holy Land. At a critical period in their history, 1521, when
Solyman. Sultan ot Turkey, was gathering an army to attack
Rhodes, the grand master died, and Philip Villiers de L'Isle Adam.
grand prior of France. was elected: the only other name being
considered was that of Sir Thomas Docray, grand prior of England.
a Knight distinguished for his genius and skill indiplomacy. Know-
ing that Rhodes was threatened with a siege, L.'Isle Adam imme.
diately ordered all Knights from their commanderies throughout
Europe. hastened supplies and munitions ot war to Rhodes, and
proceeded there in person. He had but reached that city. having
narrowly escaped disaster by fire and storm, as well as capture by
the Turkish fleet. when he received the tollowing giplomatic letter

from the commander of the invading forces bearing the f,l1owine
mighty titles: =
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‘*Sultan Solyman, by the grace of God king of kings, sovereign
of sovereigns, most high emperor of Bizantium and Trelizond;
most mighty king of Persia, Arabia, Syria, and Egypt; su-
preme lord of Europe and Asia, prince of Mecca and Aleppo;
possessor of Jerusalem, and lord of the universal sea. To

Philip Villiers de ’'Isle Adam, grand master of the Isle of
Rhodes—Greeting:

“I congratulate thee on thy new dignity, and thy arrival in
thy dominions. I wish that thou mayest reign there happily and
with more glory than thy predecessors. It shall be in thy power
to have a share in our good will. Enjoy, then, our friendship, and
as our friend, be not the last' to congratulate us on the conquests
we have just made in Hungary, where we have reduced the 1m-
portant fortress of Belgrade, after having destroyed all that durst
resist us with our dreadful sword. Adieu.”

Grand Master L’'Isle Adam was not to be deceived by this crafty
letter, for while the Sultan was apparently holding out the hand
of peace, his vessels were insulting those which sailed under the
banner of the Order. and so returned him the following in reply:

“Fr. Philip Villiers de L'Isle Adam. grand master of Rhodes. To
Solyman, Sultan of the Turks:

I understand very well the meaning of thy letter, which thy
ambassador has brought me: thy proposals of peace between us are
as agreeable to me as they will be displeasing to Curtogli. That
corsair, at my passage from France, did all he could to surprise
me, but not succeeding in his project, and not caring to go out
of these seas without having done us some damage, he entered
the river of Lycia, and attempted to carry off two merchant ships
belonging to our ports. He had likewise attacked a bark belong-
ing to some Candiots, but the galleys of the Order which I sent out
of the port of Rhodes, forced him to let go his hold, and make off
as fast as he could. for fear of falling into our power. Adieu.”

Other letters followed, messengers were captured, and hostages
held while preparations for landing by the Turks and defence by
the Knights of Rhodes were being carried on. Provisions and mu-
nitions of war were brought from Cyprus, Icurope.and other places,
and all the Knights in Christendom ordered in for the defence,
while the island was made desolate that the Turks might obtain no
supplies,the peasantry first being brought within the garrison. The
Knights and men-at-arms were distributed about the forts.castles,
and batteries. and the reserves placed under the four Grand ('ross
Knights who were known as captains or generals,namely.d'Amaral,
of Castile: John Buck, a knight of the language of IEngland:
de ('luys, grand prior of France, and de Morgut, grand prior of
Navarre.

To these were added four other commanders. two French and
two Spanish,each with one hundred and fifty men as reserves. An
important addition to the garrison was an engineer from the Isle

-
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Candia named Gabriel Martinigo, who joined the Knights at this
time, was accepted, and for his skill and well known ability was
made a Grand Cross. The entire garrison at this time was but 600
Knights,4,500 men-at-arms. and a few hundred of the Rhodian citi-
zens. To add to L'Isle Adam’'s anxiety, because of Pope Adrian
VI having seized the property of the Italian Knights in Italy these
Knights left Rhodes for Candia. but being afterward assured that
a siege was imminent they returned and fought bravely to the end.

Solyman having according to his custom first sent in a declara-
tion of war, appeared off the harbor ofe Rhodes June 26, 1522, with
a fleet of four hundred sail and one hundred or more large galleys,
landing an army of 140,000 men-at-arms and 60,000 pioneers with
which to dig trenches and run his mines.

The Turkish troops were immediately landed, trenches opened,
mines run, and batteries planted. The guns of those days were
shotted with stone balls, many of these same stone cannon-balls
used at Rhodes, and but a few years later at Malta, we have seen
in the armory of the Knights of St. John at Malta. After several
days intrenching and skirmishing, assaults were delivered simul-
taneously against the tower of St. Nicholas, the posts of the Ger-
man Knights, the English, and Italian, but all in vain: they were
not to be carried while so manv brave Knights lived to defend
them. Days passed into weeks and weeks into months, provisions
becoming scarce and powder scarcer, and still the Hospitalers
held out. The city had been fired by traitorous hands, information
had been conveyed to the Turks by a spy within the walls, and the
senior Grand Cross Knight,d'Amaral,had been proven a traitor and
executed—the only case of the kind in the history of the Order.
Still I’ Isle Adam and the few wounded and maimed Knights who
survived held the fast crumbling battlements of the inner walls
and refused to surrender.

The garrison had become weakened, though many Knights had
come to the detence. Yet human strength could not endure the
prolonged siege and daily assaults. Foreach Knight who had ftallen
one hundred Turks had bit the dust (50,000 or more were killed or
died during the siege), but the ranks were fast thinning, and the
men-at-arms were as few in proportion as their knightly command.
ers. Grand Master L'Isle Adam, in this emergency, took counsel
with his Knights and thecitizens, and on the 20th day of December,
1522, after a bloody and protracted epgagement, in which himself
and the surviving Knights soughtdeathinevery breach rather than
survive the loss of Rhodes, agreed to its surrender.,

In the generous terms of capitulation oftered by Solyman the
Magnificent, it was stipulated that the inhabitants should not be
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compelled to deliver up their children to become Turkish soldiers,
that the churches should not be profaned, and the people be per-
mitted the enjoyment of the Christian religion. Vessels sufficient
to transport the grand master, the remaining Knights, and such
Citizens as chose to accompany him, were to be provided to take
them to Candia, and twelve days be given in which to embark.

Sutfice it to say, that on the night of December 31, 1522, the
grand master, the few surviving Knights, and about 4,000 of the
inhabitants, men. women, and children, embarked: and on the new
year, January 1, 1523, after blowing the *‘retreat’” upon the bugle
we have seen in Malta, they set sail from the Island of Rhodes, over
which the banner of the Knights of St. John had floated victori-
ously for more than two hundred years. To the shame of Europe
i1t must be said that this band of warriors. who for more than two
hundred years had policed the seas of the Mediterranean and up-
held the banner of the cross, were unsupported for a long and
weary six months of siege, and at last compelled to surrender and
seek a new home. Jerusalem, Acre. and now Rhodes, their several
desperate stands. with a thousand battles lining the pathway of
their glorious history for lo, these four centuries, were not to be
forgotten. They served as beacon lightsto inspire and guide them
to their new home, the gateway to the fields and seas of their un-
surpassed glory, Malta.

Unfortunately the strength of the English Knights is not of
Tecord, but as they held one of the principal bastions during the
siege of Rhodes they must have been strong in numbers. The {fol-
lowing are known to have been there and with two or three excep-
tions were among the dead:

John Buck, Grand Cross; Nicholas Hussey. commander of the
English bastion: William Onascon, commander of the English
quarter; Thomas Sheflield, commander of the palace postern
Nicholas Farfan, on grand master’'s staff: Henry Mansel, William
Weston, John Ranson, William West, John Baron, Thomas Pem-
berton. George Asfelz. John Lotu, Francis Buet, Giles Rosel,
George Emer, Michael Roux, Nicholas Usel, Otho de Montselli, and
Nicholas Roberts.

After a few days bad weather. the vessels made a landing on
the Isle of Candia. where, remaining for two months to recover,
clothe the people, and receive the scattered Knights from the out-
lying islands of Rhodes, with the peasantry now numbering more
than 5000, they again set sail for Sicily, finally arriving at the
port of Messina. where they went into camp for some time. It was
not, however, until after many trials and disappointments and the
lapse of several years that Grand Master L’'Isle Adam saw a home
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provided where the Grand Convent could be again established and

the Knights find a permanent home.
March 24, 1530, Charles V, Emperor of Germany, signed and

delivered to the Knights a deed conveying in perpetuity **to the
most reverend the Grand Master and the Order of St. John, all the
castles, places, and isles of Tripoli, Malta, and Gozo, with all their
territories and jurisdictions.” It was further specified that this
was *¢in consideration of the particular affection which he had al-
ways borne to the Order, and the important services which it had
done for many ages for the Christian world.” and that it was bind-
ing upon ¢ his heirs and successors.” It was this same emperor
who, when he first heard of the misfortunes of the Knights. said.
* There has been nothing so well lost in the world as Rhodes."
Immediately upon receipt of this deed. which can yet be seen

in the Knights' Armory, Valetta, Malta, Grand Master L'Isle
Adam forwarded the same to Pope Clement VII for his approval,
which it received, and a bull was issued recognizing the same,
April 25, 1530. Believing the deed will be of interest we give the

same in full.

Deed of the Islands of Malta and Gozo und Thripoli to the Hospital of St
John of Jerusalem, by Charles T, Maych 23, 15.30.

The brother, Philip Villiers De L'Isle Adam, humble master of
the Sacred House of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem, guard-
1an of the poor in Jesus Christ, and ot our conventual home, to our
venerable brethren in Christ most dear to us, brother Hugh de

sopons, draper of our convent and commander of our galleys. and
to John Boniface, bailiff of our bailiwick of Manosca and receiver-
general of our Order: Health in the Lord and diligence in action.
Since his most catholic majesty has, of his munificence, granted
the privilege to our Order, whose tenor is as follows, namely:

We, Charles V, by the clemency of the divine favor always.
Augustus, Emperor of the Romans: Joanna, his mother. and the
same Charles being, by the grace of God, monarchs of Castile,
Aragon, of both Sicilies, Jerusalem. Leon. Navarre, Granada. To-
ledo, Valentia, Gallicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cordova,
Corsica. Murcia, Algarve, Algeria, Gibraltar, the Canary Islands:
also of the islands and continent of India. of the Oceans; archdukes
of Austria: dukes of Burgundy and Brabant: counts of Barcelona.
Flanders, and Tyrol: lords ot Biscay and Molina; dukes of Athens
and Neopatria: counts of Rousillon and Catalonia: marquis of La
Mancha and Ghent.

Whereas, for the restoration and establishment of the convent.
Order, and religion of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem: and
in order that the very reverend, and venerable, and well beloved,.
the grand master, the priors, bailiffs, preceptors, and knights of
the said Order; who, being expelled from the Island ot Rhodes by
the Turks (who, after a most protracted and violent siege, have
occupied that island). have already wandered for several years,
should obtain at length a fixed residence, and there should once
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more return to those duties for the benefit of the Christian com-
munity which appertain to their religion; and should diligently
exert their strength and their arms against the perfidious enemies
of the Christian religion; moved by devotion, and actuated by the
same spirit which has allied us to the Order, we have determined
upon granting a fixed home to the above-mentioned grand master
and Order, that they should no longer be compelled to wander
about the world, by the tenor of this our present charter, firmly
valid to all future times: through our fixed knowledge, and regal
authority, and deliberation: and with special design for ourselves,
our heirs, and successors on the throne, we grant, and of our liber-
ality we bountifully bestow upon the aforesaid very reverend the
orand master of the religion and Order of St. John of Jerusalem,
in feudal perpetuity, noble. free, and uncontrolled, our cities, cas-
tles, places, and islands of Tripoli, Malta, and Gozo, with all their
cities, castles, places, and insular territories, with pure and mixed
jurisdiction, right, and property of useful government; with power
of life and death over male and female residing within their limits,
and with the laws, constitutions, and rights now existing amongst
the inhabitants: together with all other laws and rights, exemp-
tions, privileges, revenues, and other immunities whatsoever: so
that they may hereafter hold them in feudal tenure from us, as
kings of both Sicilies, and from our successors in the same king-
dom. reigning at the time, under the sole acknowledgment of a
hawk or falcon, which, every year, on the festival ot All Saints,
shall be presented by the person or persons duly authorized for that
purpose into the hands of the viceroy or president, who may at that
time be administering the government, in sign and recognition of
feudal tenure; and, having made that acknowledgment, theyshall
remain exempt and free from all other service claimable by law
and customary to be performed by vassals.

Theinvestiture of which feudal tenure,however,shall be renewed
in every case of a new succession, and completed according to the
dispositions of the common law, and the grand master for the time
being, for himself and the above mentioned Order generally in this
recognition and investiture, shall be bound to give a pledge, that
from the said cities, castles, or places, he will not permit loss, or
prejudice, or injury, to be perpetrated against us, or our kingdoms
and lordships above mentioned, or those of our successors in the
said kingdoms, either by sea or by land, nor will offer any assist-
ance or favor to those inflicting such injuries, or desirous of inflict-
ing them: but rather shall strive to avert the same with all their
power. And if anyone arraigned of a capital crime, or accused of
any similar offence, shall escape from the said kingdom of Sicily,
and shall take refuge in these islands, and their feudatories, it
they shall be required on the part of the viceroy, or of the gover-
nor, or the ministers of justice of the said kingdom for the time
being, they shall be bound to expel such fugitive or fugitives, and
to drive them faraway from their island,with the exception of those
who are accused of treason, or of heresy,whom they shall not eject,
but, at the requisition of the viceroy, or his lieutenant, they shall
take them prisoners, and remit them in custody, to the viceroy or
govVernor. Furthermore, in order that the nomination to the
bishopric of Malta may remain as it is now, in our gift and presen-
tation, and in that of our successors in the kingdom of Sicily;
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therefore, we decree, that after the death of our reverend and be-
loved councillor, Balthasar de Vaultkirk, our imperial vice-chan-
cellor, lately nominated by us to that diocese, as also in the case
of every subsequent vacancy occurring hereafter, the grand mas-
ter and the convent of the Order shall nominate to the viceroy of
Sicily, three persons of the Order, of whom one at least shall be
and must be a subject of ours or of our successors in the kingdom,
and who shall all be fit and proper persons for the exercise of that
pastoral dignity. Of which three persons thus nominated, we, and
our successors in the kingdom, will present, and shall be bound to
present the one whom we or they may judge to be the most worthy
for the post.

The master shall be bound to grant the dignity of the grand-
cross to whosoever may be nominated to the said bishopric, and
shall give him admission into the council of the Order, together
with the priors and bailiffs. Also, since the admiral of the Order
1s bound to be of the language and nation of Italy, and itisdeemed
advisable that, for him who is to exercise his authority, when ab-
sence or other impediments occur, if a suitable person can be
found in the same language and nation, it shall be given to him: it
is therefore reasonable. that under a similar parlty of suitable-
ness, that person should the rather be elected to exercise that of-
fice, who may be judged the most eligible from amongst that na-
tion and language. who shall exercise “his office and be deemed sus-
pected of none.

Furthermore let statutes and firm decrees be made of every-
thing contained in the three preceding articles, according to the
style and manner used in the said Order, with the approbation and
authority of our sacred Lord and of the apostolic see; and let the
%rand master of the Order who now is, or hereafter may be, be

ound to swear solemnly to the faithful observation of the said
statutes, and to preserve them in perpetuity inviolate. Further-
more, if the Order should succeed in reconquering the island of
Rhodes, and for that reason, or from any other cause, shall depart
from these islands and their local feudatories, and shall establish
their home and convent elsewhere, it shall not be lawful for them
to transfer the possession of these islands to any other person
without the expressed sanction of their feudal lord: but if they
shall presume so to alienate them without our sanction and license.
they shall, in that case, revert to us and to our successors in full
sovereignty. Further. whatever artillery or engines of war now
exist within the castle and city of Tripoli, as shall be specified in a
proper inventory, they may retain the same for three years for
the protection of the town and citadel: the obligation, however,
remaining valid to restore the said artillery and machines after
the lapse of three years, unless at that time our grace may, owing
to the necessities of the case. see fit to prolong the time. in order
that the town and citadel may have its defence more safelv pro-
vided for.

And further, whatever rewards or gratuities, temporary or
permanent, may have been granted to certain persons in these ter-
ritories, which have been given them, either on account of their
merits, or from some other obligation, in whatever state they may
now stand, they shall not be taken away from them without proper
recompense, but shall remain in full force until the grand master
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and convent shall see fit to provide them elsewhere with equal and
similar property. And in the valuation of this recompense all dif-
ference of opinion which might arise, and all annoyance and ex-
pense of legal proceedings shall be obviated thus: When it shall
seem fit to the grand master and convent to grant to any one such
recompense, two judges shall be nominated: one, in our name, by
the viceroy of Sicily for the time being: the other by the grand
master and convent, who, summarily and precisely, shall define
the concession of privileges to be transferred, with the arguments
on both sides, without any other form or process of law; and if
any recompense is to be given, they shall decree how much it
should be by right. But if the two judges should, by chance, be of
different and opposing opinions, by the consent of both parties, let
a third judge be named, and whilst the question is being adjudi-
cated or inquired into, and the recompense fixed, the possessors
shall remain in the enjoyment of their rights, and shall receive the
produce of their privileges, until compensation shall have been
made to them. Under which conditions, ascontained and described
above, and in no other manner, conceding to the aforesaid grand
master and convent, one and all of the said articles in feudal ten-
ure, as have been described, as can best and most fully and most
usefully be stated and written for their convenience and benefit,
and good, sound, and favorable understanding; we offer and trans-
fer the same to the rule of the grand master, convent, and Order,
in useful and firm dominion irrevocably; in full right, to have and
to hold, to govern, to exercise in full jurisdiction, and to retain in
peace and perpetuity.

And on account of this concession, and otherwise, according as
1t can best be made available and held by law, we give, concede,
and bestow to the said grand master, convent, and Order, all rights
and all property, real and personal of every description whatever,
which appertain to us, and which can and ought to belong to us in
those islands, which we grant to them by feudal tenure, under the
said conditions as have been recited,and inother mattersaccording
tothe circumstances of the case; whichrights and privileges, in or-
der that they may be perpetual and capable of being exercised and
maintained, and that all and everyright may be enjoyed and freely
exercised by law, and whatever else we ourselves may perform in
any manner, either now or hereafter, placing the said grand mas-
ter, convent, and Order in everyrespect in our place; we “constitute
them true lords, due and authorized agents and administrators in
their own matters, no rights and no privileges, which we have con-
ceded to them as above, beyond what we have already received,
shall be retained or received by us or by our council. Committing,
from this time forth, to the charge of the said grand master, con-
vent, and Order of St. John of Jerusalem, with the same authority
as we have heretofore exercised, all and everyone, male and fe-
male, who may now be dwelling, or hereafter about to dwell, in the
said islands, cities, lands, places, and castles, or in their territories,
under whatsoever laws or conditions they may have resided there,
that they should receive and consider the said grand master as
their true and feudal lord, and the rightful possessor of the afore-
said territories, and shall perform and obey his behests. as good
and faithful vassals should always obey their lord.

They shall also make and offer fidelity and homage to the said
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ocrand master and convent. with all the oaths usual in similar cases;
we also, ourselves, from the moment that they take those oaths
and tender that homage, absolve and free them from all oaths and
homage which they may have already made and taken to us, or to
any of our predecessors, or to any other persons in our name, and
by which they have been heretotore bound. Moreover, to the
illustrious Philip, Prince of the Asturias, etc., our well beloved
first-born son, and descendant, who, after our prosperous and
lengthened reign, we nominate and appoint, under the support of
our paternal benediction, to be, by the grace of God, our immedi-
a te heir and legitimate successor, in all our kingdoms and domin-
ions; to all the most illustrious lords our beloved councillors, and
to our faithful viceroy and captain-general in our Kingdom of the
Two Sicilies, to the chietf-justice, or whosoever may be acting in
his place. to the judges and magistrates of our courts, to the mag-
istrates of the *‘portulano™ and the ‘“'secrets,” to the treasurer and
conservator of our royal patrimonies, to the patrons of our ex-
chequer. to the captains of our fortresses. to our prefects and
guards. portulans. and portulanotes, secreta, and to all and every
one else of the officials, and of subjects in our said Kingdom of
the Two Sicilies, and especially of the said islands, and of the
city and castle of Tripoli, as well now as hereafter, by the same
authority we order and direct, under pain ot our indignation and
anger, and under a penalty of ten thousand crowns, to be other-
wise levied upon their property, and paid into our treasury, that
they hold, and support. and observe, and shall cause to be in-
violably held and observed by others, these our concessions and
orants, one and all, as contained above.

Also, our aforesaid viceroy himself, or by means of a commis-
sloner or commissioners whom he may choose to nominate in our
name for that purpose, shall cause to be handed over and trans-
terred, in actual and tangible possession, as vacant and free, all
as is aforesald which we have conceded to the said ocrand master
and convent, to himself, or to a procurator named in his place, to
whom in every way, in order that, on their side they complete and
carry out the stipulation and agreement with the said grand mas-
ter and convent, we confer power, and commit our plenary author-
ity: and after possession shall have been duly handed over, they
shall support the said grand master and convent in that power,and
shall protect them powerfully against every one; nor shall they
cease to be paid rents, import or export duties, or any other taxes
or rigchts by either of the aforesaid, to whom we have granted this
feudal tenure.

We, also, in order to give effect to this deed, in case it should
be necessary, supply all defects, nullities, faults, or omissions, if
any shall chance to be included, or shall arise, or be in any man-
ner alleged, from which, in the plenitude of our royal authority,
we grant a dispensation. For which purpose we have ordered the
present deed to be drawn out and furnished with our official seal
for the affairs ot Sicily attached to it. Given at Castellum Fran.
cum, on the 23d day of the month of March. in the year of our Lord
1)30 1n that of our reign as Emperor the tenth year: as King of
Castlle Granada, etc., the twenty-seventh: of Navarre, the six-

teenth; of Aragon, both Sicilies, Jerusalem, and elsewhere the fif_
teenth: and of all our realms the fifteenth.



PHILIP VILLIERS de L'ISLE ADAM.
DEFENDER OF RHODES.



